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Job 1:13-22; Luke 13:1-5

_________________________________________________________________________________

Why does God allow suffering?
Purpose: To explore the issue of suffering

1. Do you, or others that you have spoken to, find it hard to reconcile a loving
God with the suffering we see around the world (eg. The recent floods in
Pakistan)? If so, why?

Suffering in the Old Testament
Read Job 5:6-7; Job 14:1; Ps.105:10.

2. Is suffering viewed as an unexpected interruption in these passages, or
actually the normal, inescapable experience of all people?

Read Job 1:13-22; 42:7-8

3. Job’s suffering is a unique example in the bible, given that the devil is given
permission to test the sincerity of his faith by inflicting it. However, what principles do
we learn through Job’s response to his suffering?
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Think about it
4. Is it fair to say that people expect to avoid suffering in Australia today? If so, why
is that the case?

Suffering in the New Testament
Read Luke 9:22-23; John 15:19-20; 16:33; Acts 14:22; Rom.8:17; 2 Tim.3:12 (other
references: Phil.1:19; 3:10; 1 Pet.4:12-13; 5:9; James 1:2-4; Rev.6:9-11)

5. Is suffering or persecution to be expected for those who follow Jesus? If so, why is
that the case?

Think about it
6. Many Christians around the world today are persecuted cruelly for their faith, and
through organizations like Open Doors and Voice of the Martyrs we can be more
aware of what is happening. What should be our response?

Read Luke 13:1-5; John 9:1-3; Hebrews 12:4-11

7. Is suffering necessarily due to a person’s sin, or are there other principles that we
need to keep in mind? Will we know the reason for our experience?
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8. What does Jesus say should be the response of his listeners, when they hear of
others who have died in a tragedy (Lk.13)?

How long Oh Lord?
Read Revelation 6:9-11

9. There is a lot of unjust suffering that is inflicted on people by others. When will
God bring justice (2 Thess.1:5-10)?

10. Does God simply allow suffering, or is He ultimately responsible for bringing it as
He is sovereign? If God is loving and all powerful, why does suffering occur in our
world?

11. Is God a stranger to suffering? (Is.53:3-12; Matt.26:36-39; 27:45-50). If not, how
does Christ’s suffering end our suffering and bring encouragement (Heb.2:14-18), and
what is the hope held out to those who believe (Rev.7:13-17; 21:1-4)?
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Psalm 135:7; Colossians 1:16-17

_________________________________________________________________________________

How do Science and the Bible relate?
Purpose: To understand how to respond to any apparent conflict between
the Bible and science.

1. Without trying to defend the Bible at this stage, what are some parts of the Bible
that people usually claim (or used to claim) as being in conflict with science?

2. What is science? How does it work? In what way does ‘doing science’ fit really well
with being a Christian?

Read Ps. 135:7; Matt. 5:45; 10:29; Col. 1:17

3. If science can tell us how something works (e.g. why objects fall to the ground
when dropped, or why people grow old and die, or how the weather works), does that
rule God out of the picture? Why or why not?

Look up Jn. 2:1-11; Ex. 14:15-18, 21

4. What is a miracle? Why do some people think that miracles are in conflict with
science, and how would you respond?

5. How would you respond to someone who said that they won’t believe something
unless it can be scientifically proven?
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6. Are there limits to science, or questions that science can’t answer? If so, what are
some examples?

7. Why do Christians sometimes find it hard to reconcile what science says on the one
hand, with what the Bible says on the other? What wise advice would you give to a
Christian friend who finds him/herself in this predicament?

8. There is often controversy between Christians on how to interpret certain parts of
the Bible? What wise advice would you give to Christians who often find themselves in
heated debates with other Christians over the interpretation of certain passages (cf.
Mark 8:14-21; Jas. 4:1-2; Eph. 4:29; Col. 3:12-14)?

9. When people claim that science has disproved the Bible, they sometimes mean that
the theory of evolution1 contradicts what the Bible says in Genesis. Do you think it’s
helpful or not to get into a big debate about evolution with an unbeliever? Why or why
not?

10. Without defending any particular position, what are some common ways Christians
have tried to reconcile the creation account in the Bible with the theory of evolution?

11. If it’s the gospel that saves people, what are some things you can say to get
people to seriously consider Jesus despite their possible evolutionary objections?

1

By the theory of evolution I mean the theory of biological macro-evolution, which states that more complex
life-forms evolved from less complex life forms through a process of natural selection.
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3

Revelation 20:11-15, Romans 3:9-24, Romans 2:12-16

_________________________________________________________________________________

Are the lost really lost?

Purpose: To consider the fate of those that have not heard the Gospel

1. Do you think it’s fair for people to be sent to hell?

2. Do you think it’s fair for people to be sent to hell even if they have never heard
the Gospel?

Read Revelation 20:11-15

3. What are the two books?

4. How will God judge?

5. What happens if your name is not in the book of life?
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Read Romans 3:9-20

6. If God will judge according to what we have done, yet there is no one who is
righteous, who then would escape the lake of fire?

Read Romans 3:21-24

7. How is salvation made possible?

Read Romans 2:12-16

8. What happens to those who do not have the law?

9. What does Paul mean when he says in verse 15, “the requirements of the law
are written on (the Gentiles) hearts, their consciences also bearing witness and
their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them”?

So if no one is righteous, if all have sinned and fallen short, if every person on earth
has willingly done the wrong thing, whether we have heard the Gospel or not, surely
we all deserve death?

10. Consider for a moment what we have been saved from. Consider the price at
which we were bought. And consider the future of those that have not heard the
Gospel. What then, should our response be? (See Matthew 28:18-20)
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4

Mark 9:42-48; John 3:16-21

_________________________________________________________________________________

How can a God of love punish people?
Purpose: To understand why hell demonstrates God’s love

1. Why do you think that most people in our society have little difficulty believing
in the love of God, but don’t like the idea of God’s anger or justice?

Hell in the Old Testament
In the Old Testament, the word ‘sheol’ (translated ‘hades’ in Greek) is used to refer to
the grave or the place of the dead, although sometimes it is used to refer to the place
reserved for the wicked. Another phrase used to refer to the eternal location of those
who reject God is ‘Valley of Hinnom’ (translated ‘Gehenna’ in Greek) which is a valley
located at the bottom of the south slope of Jerusalem. It gained its infamous
notoriety during the reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh, both of whom burned sacrifices
there to Molech, including their own sons (2 Chron. 28:1-3; 33:6; 2 Kgs. 21:6).
Read Job 17:13-16; Psalm 49:13-14 (sheol); and Is. 66:24; Jer.7:30-34; 19:1-15
(Gehenna)

2. What images are associated with sheol, which make it clear that it’s being used to
refer to more than simply death?

3. The dramatic accounts of Jeremiah, of what occurred in the Valley of Hinnom, make
it clear why it became the metaphor of choice to refer to ‘hell’ in the New Testament.
How is this location associated with God’s judgment?
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Think about it
4. The Old Testament focuses largely on God’s judgment and punishment occurring in
the present, but there are hints at this occurring beyond this life. What is the picture
revealed in Daniel 12:1-3, and how does this uphold God’s justice and love?

Hell in the New Testament
Read Mark 9:42-48; John 3:16-21; 2 Thess.1:6-10; Rev.14:6-20

5. Although ‘Gehenna’ (a burning dump outside Jerusalem) is a metaphor for hell
which conveys terrible suffering, why is it a real place?

6. What do the descriptions and imagery of these passages teach you about the fate
of those who suffer God’s wrath? Are pain, punishment and banishment themes that
are reflected in these verses?

Think about it
7. Why is hell not Satan’s realm, but rather a place ruled by God (Mk.9:45;
Matt.10:28; Heb.10:26-31)?
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Objections - Three views on hell today

8. One view is that God is love, and therefore cannot punish anyone, and so everyone
will be saved in the end. Under this belief, known as universalism, hell is empty. Why
is this notion of God’s love actually an attack on God’s character, rather than a
defence of God’s character (eg. Rom.3:25-26; Heb.10:26-31)?

9. Secondly, there is annihilationism (held by John Stott). In this view, punishment is
short term, rather than eternal, and so people who die outside of Christ eventually
cease to exist at some point. This view is based on a number of passages which
speak of the ‘destruction’ of the wicked (Phil.3:19; 1 Thess.5:3; 2 Pet.3:7). However,
the terms ‘destruction’ or ‘destroy’ don’t necessarily mean cease to exist, but can
mean ‘ruin’ or ‘deteriorate.’ How is the punishment portrayed as ongoing in other
verses (Matt.18:8; 25:41,46; Mk.9:48; 2 Thess.1:9-10; Jude 7; Rev.14:10-11)?

10. Thirdly, there is self-exclusion from the presence of God (held by C.S.Lewis). This
is not an established position, but an emphasis on us simply getting what we chose,
and a downplaying of other emphases. It is certainly true that hell is a person’s
choice, a separation from God’s goodness which is sought in this life, and which God
ultimately grants eternally. However, why is hell not just a person’s self-exclusion
from God’s presence, but also God’s active exclusion of people, even people who
thought they should enter heaven (Matt.7:23; Lk.12:4-5; 2 Thess.1:9)?
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Think about it
11. The reality of hell, which Jesus spoke about more than anybody else, is very
sobering. Contemplating the eternal punishment that unsaved family and friends face
is extremely difficult. Why must we understand God’s justice to understand his love,
and what should our response be to this clear teaching from Jesus?
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5

Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Ephesians 1:1-14

_________________________________________________________________________________

Does God really choose people?
Purpose: To understand the bible’s teaching on election

1. What are the main concerns that Christians express with regard to the doctrine
of election?

Election in the Old Testament
Read Genesis 12:1-3; 17:15-21; 25:21-23; 35:10-12; Exodus 19:3-6; Deut.7:6-8

2. How does Abraham become the father of God’s people, the head of the line of
promise?

3. Why does God overturn the traditional inheritance of the eldest son in the examples
of Ishmael and Isaac, and Esau and Jacob? (see also Romans 9:6-13)

Think about it
4. Is the whole of the Old Testament story dependent upon God’s electing? Why does
God focus on the nation of Israel?
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Election in the New Testament
Read 1 Peter 1:1-2; Romans 8:29-33; Ephesians 1:1-14

(Other passages include: John 17:24; Rom.9:14-24; 11:5-7, 28; 16:13; Col.3:12; 1 Thess.1:4; 2
Thess.2:13; Titus 1:1)

5. In Romans 8:29-33, Paul uses words such as “foreknew”, “predestined,” “called”
and “chosen.” What is meant by these terms, and what is Paul’s point in this
passage?

6. In Ephesians 1, when did God choose those He would save? How does election
relate to the Father’s sovereignty (1:9-14), and what is the purpose of His chosen
people (1:12, 14; also 1 Peter 2:9-12)?

Think about it
7. What does this mean for evangelism? (ie. if God chooses people, is there any point
in praying for non-Christians or sharing the gospel?)

Objections and applications

8. What about passages that say that God wants everyone to be saved? (see 1
Tim.2:3-4; 2 Pet.3:8-9) How does this fit with election?
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9. People will say: “Isn’t all this choosing of some, and not others, unfair?” How does
God answer this objection through Paul’s writing in Romans 9:14-24?

Think about it
10. Does anyone deserve to be saved (Rom.3:9-18; Eph.2:1-3)? Is God’s justice more
threatened by some not being saved, or by Him actually saving anyone?

11. Why should the doctrine of election make me marvel at God’s love all the more,
rather than doubt his love?
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6

2 Corinthians 8, 1 Timothy 5

'How should I approach financial giving?'
Purpose: To understand the who, why, what, how much, how often of

financial giving as a Christian

1. When requests for money come via phone calls, door-knocking, emails and so on
from church, charities, aid-agencies, school fund-raisers etc what is your immediate
response? Do you have a fixed financial-giving plan?

God the Giver
Read Psalm 50:9-12, Acts 17:24

2. Where do all the world’s resources come from; and what does God need from us?

Read John 3:16, 1 Corinthians 4:7

3. What has God given to us?

Read 1 John 4:7-12, 2 Corinthians 8:7-9

4. How should Christians respond to God’s gift(s) to us and what should motivate us
to give to others?

Read 1Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

5. What should be our attitude in relation to money/possessions? What dangers can
money present?
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Paying Debts & Providing for Others
Read Romans 13:6-10 (see also Matthew 22:21)

6. What obligations do we have? Do you pay debts/tax on time? What stops you from
doing this?

Read 1 Timothy 5:3-18

7. Who do we have an obligation to provide for and why?

Read Philippians 4:14-20, Galatians 6:10

8. Apart from the local church what other people/concerns should we be giving to?
How does God view such giving?

Principles of Giving
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, 2Corinthians 8:1-15, 9:6-152

9. The New Testament nowhere commands or expects Christians to ‘tithe’ or give
10% of their money away. However there are general principles in relation to
giving. List any principles of giving that you find below:
(You might like to divide up the passages among the group)
2

These passages seem to be referring at least in part to a collection for poor Jewish Christians
in Jerusalem Paul was making (Rom 15:25-27, Acts 11:27-30).
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Passage

Principles

1 Cor
16:1-4

2 Cor 8:115

2 Cor 9:615

Try to summarise these principles in one sentence:

10. In light of this study what changes in attitudes or actions do you need to make
to your financial giving?
Pray thanking God for his generosity to us and the privilege of being able
to share what we have with others and our partnership in the gospel.
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