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Genesis 1-2

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Creation and Humanity's Place
Purpose: To appreciate God's good design for the world and humanity
1. Share a time when you have been amazed by the beauty of God's creation.

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3
2. How do verses 1 and 2 provide an introduction to the creation account?

3. How is the creation given form and filled in the six days described?

4. There is a repeated pattern of phrases in the account of each day. What are
those phrases and what do they tell us about God and His creation?
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5. What is unique about the creation of humans, and what does that tell us about
our place in God's creation? (v26-31)

Think about it
6. God rests on the seventh day (Gen 2:2-3), and this introduces a theme that runs
throughout Scripture. How can we enter His rest (Matt 11:28-30; Heb 4:1-11)?

Read Genesis 2:4-25
7. In chapter 2 the camera zooms in on day 6, as the creation of the first man and
woman is given more detail. What is the two-step process involved in creating
the man? (v7)?

8. The garden of Eden is described in verses 8-10, and the man is placed in it
(v15). What is the man's task, and what is the one prohibition (v15-17)?

9. Something is not good for the first time in verse 18. What is the problem and
how is it addressed?
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Think about it
10. What is God's three-step blueprint for marriage (v24), and how would you
describe the place of marriage in God's creation?

11. God's relationship with humanity will shape the unfolding narrative of Genesis.
What things do we learn about this relationship in these opening chapters?
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Genesis 3-5

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Fall of Humanity
Purpose: To understand the fundamental nature of sin and its
consequences
1. What are some of the explanations people offer today for why there is so much
conflict, tragedy and suffering in the world?

Read Genesis 3:1-13
2. In the interaction between the serpent and the woman in v1-5, what are the
ways in which God’s commands and intentions are misrepresented? (Gen
2:16-17)

3. How did Adam and Eve’s sin immediately affect their attitude toward themselves,
each other and God (v7-13)?

Think about it
4. We are those who have been born “in Adam” (Rom 5:12, 1 Cor 15:22), and
therefore the story of his sin is also the story of our sin. What part of Adam and
Eve’s fall into sin resonates with you most? Why?
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Read Genesis 3:14-24
5. What judgments does God pronounce on the serpent (v14-15), the woman
(v16) and the man (v17-19)? Describe them in your own words.

	
  

	
  

6. Even in the midst of judgment, there is evidence of God’s grace (v15, 21-24).
How can the promise of v15 be seen to describe the rest of the story of the Bible?

Think about it
7. In what sense did Jesus undo the curse of Genesis 3 (John 11:25-26, Gal 3:13)?
If Jesus did undo the curse, why do we still suffer its effects?

Read Genesis 4
8. Compare the actions and responses of Cain and Adam: how do the two differ?
What does this difference indicate?

9. How does this chapter demonstrate the way that sin is increasing its grip on the
human race? Where do we see evidence of God’s ongoing grace to humanity?
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Think about it
10. Genesis 4 paints a picture of social, technological, and artistic progress
matched by moral decline. How do you see this trend reflected in our own
civilization?

11. This section ends with a great genealogy linking Adam to Noah’s family (5:132) and teaching us to expect the same sinful disposition in all of Adam’s
descendants. Why is it important to expect the presence of sin:
a) In yourself?

b) In others?

c) In the world?
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Genesis 12:1-9

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God's Plan to Bless All Nations
Purpose: To understand how God's mission through the patriarchal family
is being fulfilled.
1. Describe a situation or relationship, personal or observed, where something
'good' was initially a failure or disappointment but recovered and, ultimately,
succeeded.

2. God's creative acts in Genesis are described as “good” (1:4,10,12,18,21,25).
What was God's good purpose for humankind (1:26-28)? How did God's purpose fail
(3:1-8) and how was God's grace shown in his recovery plan (3:15)?

Read Genesis 11:1-9
3. Having commenced as a 'God-centred' world (Genesis 1-2), what characterised
the degenerated 'self-centred' world (11:1-4, 9:1)? What were the consequences
when the Lord “came down” (11:5-9)?

4. What allowed the human race to continue after the two earlier judgments
(3:15,21, 9:1,9)? What do we learn of God's character through his calling of Abram
(11:27-12:1, Acts 7:2)?
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Think about it
Do you think Abram's family background could have influenced his decision to
“settle” in Haran, a centre of moon worship (11:31; Joshua 24:2-4)? What things
from your background could lead to 'partial obedience'?
	
  
	
  

Read Genesis 12:1-9
In the ‘Patriarchal History’ (Gen 12-50), the Abrahamic covenant gives trajectory
to God's mission to restore His broken relationship with humans.
5. After obeying God's command to “leave...” and having arrived in Canaan (12:1),
what blessings did God promise Abram (12:2-3a)? What was God's ultimate purpose
for blessing Abram (12:3b, 18:18, 22:18)?

6. What were the obstacles (immediate and ultimate) to the fulfillment of God's
promise of offspring as numerous as stars and sand (15:4, 22:15-18, 26:24, 35:912, Rom 4:19-20, Gal 3:16)?

	
  

7. To fulfill his redemptive purpose, God transforms his workers and names them
accordingly. How do the new names of the patriarchs reflect God's purpose for their
lives? How does God's name, 'God Almighty', underwrite God's ability to fulfill His
purpose through the patriarchs (Gen 17:1, 35:11, 49:25, Phil 2:12-13)?
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8. Despite God's promise and gift of land to Abraham and his offspring, their actual
possession of the land was short-lived. How does God's word to Abram help us
understand the fulfillment of prophecy as both immediate and future (15:13-16)?

	
  
	
  

Read Genesis 22:10-18
9. Abram's actions as a father, offering his son Isaac, confirmed his genuine faith,
relationship with God, and commitment to God's mission. In what ways do the
actions of this 'father and son' foreshadow God's actions to reconcile the world to
himself through His Son (Heb 11:17-19, 2 Cor 5:19)?

Think about it
11. The patriarchs engaged with surrounding nations both voluntarily (e.g. Isaac
and the Philistines in Gen 26:1,2,28) and involuntarily (e.g. Joseph and Egypt in Gen
37:36, 41:39-40). Both presented opportunities for nations to know the God of
Abraham. What modern examples confirm these strategies to reach the nations for
Christ?
	
  
	
  

12. What are some ways you can now participate in God's mission to include every
nation, tribe, people, and language in his kingdom (Rev 7:9)?
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Genesis 6-11

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stubborn Sin and Unrelenting Grace
Purpose: To see the cycle of sin, judgment and grace which is present
throughout human history.
1. When did you last decide that something you owned was damaged beyond
repair? Have you ever invested great amounts of energy into something, only to
have it come to nothing?

Read Genesis 6-7
2. When God looks at the human condition in the time of Noah, what does he see?
How has God’s attitude toward creation changed since the beginning? (1:31, 6:6-7,
11-13, 17)

3. How is Noah different to his contemporaries? (see Heb 11:7)

4. Why doesn’t God destroy the entire earth and simply start again with a new
creation? What do we learn about God’s character and nature in these verses?
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Think about it
5. The New Testament compares the severe judgment in the days of Noah with the
judgment that will be poured out at the return of Christ (Matt 24:36-39). What
should our attitude and posture be as we await the coming judgment?

Read Genesis 8-9:17
6. Noah's first action after emptying the ark is to offer a sacrifice to God (8:20).
What does this reveal about his priorities amid the pressure of urgent tasks calling
for immediate attention?

7. In Genesis 9:8-17 God makes an unconditional and wholly-undeserved covenant
with Noah and his family. What do we learn about the extent and purpose of this
covenant?

Read Genesis 9:18-29
8. In his vineyard garden, Noah’s shame and its consequences echo Adam’s shame
in Eden. What does the similarity between these two stories tell us about the
ongoing spread of sin?

Read Genesis 11:1-8
9. What did the people hope to gain by building this tower (11:4)? Why is this a
bad thing which God must prevent?
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10. How should we understand God’s actions in this story? Are they acts of
punishment? Discipline? Grace? Something else?

Think about it
11. Looking back over the first 11 chapters of Genesis, there is a predictable
narrative pattern that we can identify. Every story of human sin is met with
immediate consequences along with a response of divine grace.

	
  

	
  

HUMAN	
  SIN	
  

	
  

CONSEQUENCES	
  

GRACE	
  

In the table below, attempt to identify these elements for each section of Genesis:

GEN 1-3

	
  

è	
  

	
  

è	
  

	
  

GEN 4-5

	
  

è	
  

	
  

è	
  

	
  

GEN 6-8

	
  

è	
  

	
  

è	
  

	
  

GEN 11

	
  

	
  

è	
  

	
  

è	
  

	
  

12. “God’s grace is not inevitable, but it is constant.” What should our response be
to the ongoing presence and possibility of God’s grace?
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Genesis 12

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s Covenant with Abraham
Purpose: To understand God’s plan to rescue and bless His rebellious
world through Abraham’s family
	
  

Read Genesis 12:1-4
1. How do the Lord’s promises to Abram point us to Jesus in world history? (Gen
12:2-3, Gal 3:8-9, Gal 3:16-18)

2. Why did Abram obey the Lord’s command? (Gen 12:1-4, Heb 11:1, 8-10) Like
Abram how can we believe the gospel about Jesus? (Rom 4:18-25, Gal 3:8,9)

3. Read Genesis 12:1-4. Compare Abram’s blessings with the cost of his
obedience. Share with your group anything you may have lost by following
Christ. (Mark 8:34,35, Phil 3:7-9)
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Read Genesis 12:4-9
4. How did Abram and his descendants feel about living in Canaan? How did they
praise the Lord? (Gen 12:4-8, Heb 11:8-9, 13-14)

5. How do we as believers, strangers in our world, praise the Lord? (1 Pet 1:1-9, 1
John 2:15-17, 1 John 3:1-3)

Read Genesis 12:10-20
6. Describe Abram’s selfish plan (Gen 12:10-13)

7. Despite Abram’s sin, why did the Lord bless Abram in Egypt? (Gen 12:14-20,
12:2-3)
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8. Why does the Lord always work for good for His children? (Rom 8:28-39)

9. Compare Abram’s greatness with Jesus’ greatness.
Abram Genesis 12:2,3, 10-13.

Jesus 2 Corinthians 5 :21, 1 Peter 2:24, Philippians 2:5-11.

Think about it
10. What is faith? (Heb11:1) How do we come to faith? (Rom 1:16-17, 1 Pet 1:2225)
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Genesis 13-21

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Family of the Promise
Purpose: To observe God’s faithfulness despite the dysfunction within
Abraham’s family
1. We learn that family trees are very important in the Bible. Is there anything of
interest in yours?
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Read Genesis 13:8-18
2. Abraham and Lot differed in their outlooks on life. Which verses reveal this?
Can you picture this event in a 21st century setting?

3. What is God’s new and more specific promise to Abraham?

(Chapter	
  14:	
  Abraham	
  meets	
  the	
  first	
  kings	
  of	
  the	
  Bible,	
  especially	
  Melchizedek	
  who	
  is	
  a	
  
type	
  of	
  Christ-‐figure.	
  Lot	
  is	
  captured	
  because	
  he	
  was	
  then	
  living	
  in	
  Sodom.)	
  
Read Genesis 15:1-21
4. How did the Lord appear to Abraham? (v1, v12)

	
  

5. Abraham believed the promise of a son in spite of Sarah being 86 years old, (v6,
Heb 11:11) yet asked for a guarantee regarding God’s promise to give him (and
his descendants) the land of Canaan. How did God respond?
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6. The Lord re-stated his promise in verses 13-16. Can you see any differences with
the first covenant in Genesis 12:2-3?

	
  
	
  
Think about it
7. How do we benefit today from Abraham’s faith? Romans 4:3 states Abraham’s
faith was credited to him as righteousness. What does this mean?

	
  
Read Genesis 16:1-4, 15
8. Instead of waiting on God’s promise that Sarah would bear him a son, Abraham
gave into Sarah’s urging and has a son with Sarah’s maid, Hagar. They all
suffered greatly. How do Christians today still suffer from this event?

	
  
	
  
Read Genesis 17:1-19
9. What was the meaning and significance of the national circumcision God
required?

10. Why did god change Abraham’s and Sarah’s names?

11. What is God’s response to Abraham’s request for his son Ishmael to “live under
your blessing’’?
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Read Genesis 18: 1-15
12. Who were the visitors? How did they read Sarah’s mind?

	
  
	
  
Think about it
13. How does gracious hospitality honour God? (Gen 18:3-5, Rom 12:13, 1 Pet 4:7)

(Chapter	
  19:	
  The	
  destruction	
  of	
  Sodom	
  and	
  Gomorrah	
  –	
  a	
  sad	
  demonstration	
  of	
  the	
  wages	
  
of	
  sin	
  and	
  a	
  fearful	
  testimony	
  to	
  God’s	
  judgment.	
  More	
  evidence	
  of	
  Lot’s	
  dysfunctional	
  
family	
  putting	
  themselves	
  in	
  the	
  path	
  of	
  wickedness	
  and	
  reaping	
  the	
  consequences.	
  Chapter	
  
20:	
  Abraham	
  relies	
  on	
  his	
  own	
  schemes	
  and	
  risks	
  his	
  wife’s	
  safety	
  instead	
  of	
  relying	
  on	
  God’s	
  
everlasting	
  promises	
  and	
  power.)	
  	
  
Read Genesis 21:1-10, 13, 17
14. What are the meanings of the names “ Isaac” and “Ishmael”? (Gen 16:3, Gen
21:3) Can you think of any reasons for these names?

	
  	
  
	
  
Think about it
15. We see that dysfunctional families are not new. What do you think is at the
bottom of the dysfunctionality we have seen here: Lot, his wife, his daughters,
Abraham, Sarah?

16. Afshin Ziafat (a converted Iranian and co-worker with David Zechariah) stated,
“My story is not about a man’s faithfulness to God, it’s about God’s faithfulness
to a man.”
Discuss.
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Genesis 22

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sacrifice and Testing
Purpose: To understand honoring God and the place and purpose of
sacrifice
	
  

1. Share with the group something that is precious or valuable to you.
	
  

Read Genesis 22:1-19
2. Why did God ask Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac?

3. Why does God test his people? (James 1:2-4, Heb 12:4-11)

4. What did Abraham learn from this test?
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5. Share an example from when you felt God has tested your faith. What did you
learn from this time of testing?

6. Although these events occurred before God set out the sacrificial system,
Abraham understood that it was right to offer God burnt offerings. “Of course
God demanded sacrifice. He is holy, he is offended by sin and he demands
sacrifice to cover sin, appease his anger and restore fellowship with sinners.” Dr
David Murray
What role does sacrifice have in our lives? (Heb 10:8-14)
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

7. What does it mean for us to be living sacrifices? (Rom 12:1)

8. Genesis 22:15-18 suggests that from obedience comes blessing. Is this true?
(Rom 2:6-8, 1 Pet 1:2)
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9. The account of Abraham and Isaac is not only to teach us about sacrifice and
obedience but to point us to the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus. Look up the passages
in the table and discuss how this passage is pointing towards Jesus.

Abraham and Isaac

Jesus

Genesis 22:2 & 12

John 3:16

Genesis 22:8

Isaiah 53:7

Genesis 22: 3

1 Corinthians 15:4

Genesis 22:13

1 Peter 2:24

Genesis 22:6

John 19:17

	
  
	
  

10. What does it mean to you that Jesus sacrificed his life for you?
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Genesis 23-27

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blessings from God
Purpose: To see how God’s promises are passed on from Isaac to Jacob
Read Genesis 23
1. How does this passage relate to Genesis 12:7 and 15:18-20, where God sets out
his promises to Abraham?

Read Genesis 24, 11:27-32, 22:20-24
2. Why did Abraham want Isaac to have a wife from his own clan? (Ex 34:15-16,
Deut 7:3-4, Judg 3:6, Ezra 9:2,12)

3. In Genesis 24:40 we learn that Abraham walked faithfully with the Lord. What
can we learn from this story about how the mature servant walks faithfully with
the Lord?

4. Why is Rebekah focused on in this chapter? And how does Rebekah follow in
Abraham’s footsteps?
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Read Genesis 25
5. “Blessing” is a key theme of Genesis. God blessed Abraham, and after Abraham
died God blessed his son, Isaac (Gen 25:11). However, God blesses his people in
ways they don’t expect (e.g. Rebekah was not blessed with fertility but infertility,
the second son Jacob inherits the blessings of the first-born Esau, like Isaac did
instead of Ishmael). What do these truths tell us about God and how he blesses
his people?

6. Divisive and deceptive brotherly rivalry began in Genesis 4 and continues in this
chapter. After the Lord predicts “the older will serve the younger” Jacob
shrewdly buys Esau’s birth right to fulfil God’s prediction. In this chapter what
did Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and Jacob do wrong?

Read Genesis 26
7. What does God do in Genesis 26:1-6? Why does he command Isaac not to go to
Egypt? What does he expect from Isaac?

8. In Genesis 26:7-32 Isaac follows in the footsteps of his father. Isaac lies about
his wife (Gen 12:13, 20:2), is blessed by God abundantly, his blessings cause
conflict with locals and he makes a treaty with a king (Genesis 12:30-31). How
does this chapter link the patriarchal accounts of Abraham and Jacob?
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Read Genesis 27
9. This chapter continues the theme of “blessings”, and focuses on the blessing of
Jacob. Ultimately, why did God bless Jacob instead of Esau?

Think about it
10. God is a good God who continues to work despite sin and chaos. He fulfills his
promises to his people and blesses them in ways they don’t always expect. How
are you going at trusting God and his promises in the messiness of life?

11. God blesses people in different ways and desires obedience and trust from his
people in response. Throughout these chapters we have seen how people
reacted differently to God blessing others – Esau was apathetic, the Philistines
were jealous and Jacob was envious. How are you going at thanking God for his
blessings rather than being ungrateful or jealous of others?

12. Throughout the Genesis patriarch narratives it seems that the promised line of
God is so fragile and can end so suddenly. However, God is faithful to his people
amidst the uncertainty. How can these stories encourage you to trust God with
the uncertainty of the future?
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Genesis 28-31

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jacob Deceived and Blessed
Purpose: To understand how Jacob was deceived despite God's promise
1. Share an example of receiving an undeserved promise or blessing in your life.

Read Genesis 28
2. Isaac re-states and extends his blessing to Jacob (v1-5), despite being deceived
in the giving of the initial blessing (Gen 27:27-35). What was the blessing given
to Abraham that Jacob would now receive (28:4; cf. Gen 12:1-3, 15:4-20, 17:38)?

3. Why was Jacob sent to Laban in Haran (27:41-28:2)?

4. What promises did God give Jacob during a dream on his journey to Haran?
Why would the assurance of God's presence have been significant given his
circumstances (v15)?
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Think about it
5. Why are God's promises to Jacob surprising, and how do they parallel God's
gracious promises to us in Christ (John 1:49-51)?

Read Genesis 29:13-18, 25-28; 30:29-31:2
6. How was the deceiver, Jacob, himself deceived?

7. Why and how did God still physically bless Laban through Jacob, and then grant
greater blessing to Jacob?

8. Jacob received another dream from God (31:10-13) instructing him to go home.
How did Jacob head home and what was Laban's response (31:17-31)?
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9. What agreement was eventually reached between Laban and Jacob (31:44-53)?

Think about it
10. As Jacob heads home, God had already been faithful in partially fulfilling His
promises to Abraham. How do we see God's faithfulness to us today under the
new covenant?
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Genesis 32-36

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jacob Wrestles and Reconciles
Purpose: To grasp how Jacob was blessed by God
1. Share a time when you, or someone you know, made a significant reconciliation
with another person.

Read Genesis 32:1-21
2. What steps were taken by Jacob in preparation for meeting his brother Esau for
the first time in 20 years? Why does he think he will need to pacify him?

3. What promise had God made to Jacob, that he now reminds God of in prayer?

Read Genesis 32:22-32
4. All alone, Jacob wrestles throughout the night with a 'man’. What did the man
do to Jacob, and what does this passage indicate about his identity?
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5. What two things are received by Jacob before the 'man' departs?

Read Genesis 33:1-17
6. How are Jacob and his gifts received by Esau?

7. Why does Jacob refuse Esau's company and protection for the remainder of the
journey?

Read Genesis 35:1-15
8. After their 'obnoxious' (34:30) interaction with the people of Shechem (Gen 34),
they move on to Bethel at God's instruction. Why was Bethel special, and what
do the instructions Jacob gave to his family reveal?

9. What promises are re-stated to Jacob by God at Bethel, and how does Jacob
respond to these gracious words?
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Think about it
10. Although Esau was not in the chosen line of blessing, God still granted him a
large family and many cattle (Gen 36:1-8). What does Esau's willingness to
move to the hill country indicate in terms of their reconciliation, and the
fulfilment of God's promises to Jacob (and previously Abraham and Isaac)?

11. Read Hebrews 11:8-16. Jacob never inherited the promised land fully but looked
forward to a better land. Why should we also look forward to that better land,
and how can that hope help us to live as 'strangers on earth'?
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Genesis 37-50

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Joseph
Purpose: To consider God’s work in Joseph's fall and rise
1. Looking back in retrospect at times of suffering in your life, can you now see
God's hand at work? Share.

Read Genesis 37:1-36
2. What was the attitude of Joseph's brothers towards him, and what factors
contributed to their thinking (v1-11)?

3. How did the plot against Joseph change, and what did they tell their father,
Jacob, in the aftermath?

Read Genesis 39:1-23
4. How did God bless Joseph, even after the Ishmaelites sold him to Potiphar to be
a servant?
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5. How did Joseph end up in prison, and how did God bless Joseph even while he
was a prisoner?

Read Genesis 41:8-40
6. Despite languishing in prison for a time, how did God arrange Joseph's release,
and how was he greatly blessed in his next role?

Read Genesis 42:1-9, 43:26-28
7. How were Joseph's teenage dreams (Gen 37:6-7, 9-11) eventually fulfilled?

8. How did God graciously re-state his covenant promises to Jacob even as he left
the promised land, and how did Jacob respond (Gen 46:1-7, 48:3-6)?

Think about it
9. How was Jacob's blessing on his son Judah fulfilled in the coming of Christ (Gen
49:8-12)?
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10. How did Joseph express God's sovereignty over the suffering and blessing in his
life (Gen 45:3-11, 50:19-21)?

11. How are we to understand suffering in the lives of believers today (2 Tim 3:12, 1
Peter 1:6-7, 4:12-16, Rom 8:28-30)?
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