T HE B O O K OF

Malachi
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STUDY 1

Malachi 1:1 – 2:9
Malachi lived about 100 years after King Cyrus issued the decree for the Jews
to return from exile to Judah to rebuild the temple. In Malachi’s time (~400BC)
the temple had been completed and the wall of Jerusalem was being nearing
completion. Despite this, things were not going well with the people. They
were indifferent and lethargic. The spiritual conditions of the people were
similar to those encountered by Ezra and Nehemiah.
Read Malachi 1:1-5
1. Malachi begins by reaffirming God’s love for Israel (1:2). What proof did
the prophet use to show that God did love them as a nation (v2-3)? (see
also Ps 34:15-16)

Note: The Edomites were
the descendants of Esau

2. Why do you think the Israelites were now questioning God’s love for
them?

3. What point is being emphasised in God’s description of Edom’s demise
in v4-5? Why might Israel need to hear this?
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Read Malachi 1:6-14
4. How do the priests react to the assessment that they had despised the
Lord’s name?

5. Of what particular sins were the priests guilty? (1:7-14, 2:8-9) What was
at the root of their failure?

Discuss
6. Are there ways that we can have the same attitude as the priests when it
comes to our worship of God?

7. Can our worship of God ever be as offensive to God as this false worship
of the priests? (Remember that Jesus is the one true worshipper of God
Cf. Hebrews 10:5-10)
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Read Malachi 2:1-9
8. With what will God punish the priests if they remain unrepentant? (2:14)

9. What, by contrast, do we learn should be the quality and objectives of
our service as messengers and worshippers of the Lord (2:5-7)?

Discuss
10. In 2:5-7 the priest Levi and his ministry is described. Levi was a shadow
of the great high priest who was to come – Jesus – and thus this
description is true ultimately of Christ himself. For us now, as those who
have been made priests in the kingdom of God (1 Peter 2:5-9), this
description ought to apply to us too. How accurate a description is this
of your way of life?
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STUDY 2

Malachi 2:10-3:5
Read Malachi 2:10-16
1. What particular sin is Israel guilty of here? What ‘heart condition’
underlies this act of sin?

2. Why is marital faithfulness within Israel so important to God? What is it
stake? (see Deut 7:1-6)

3. Are their shows of religion (v14) enough to cover over their sins?
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Discuss
4. How might be we tempted to use religious duties to hide our sin?

Read Malachi 2:17-3:6
5. Why might Israel believe that the wicked prosper and that God has
abandoned them? (v17)

6. How does God feel about such accusations? (v17)
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7. How is 3:1-6 an answer to the people’s complaint in 2:17?

8. What similes are used to describe the day of the Lord’s coming? How do
these images make you feel?

Discuss
9. If we are to be ready to welcome the Lord at His appearing, what must
be put away? And on what must our hearts be set? (see 1 Thess 3:12-13,
1 John 3:2-3)
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STUDY 3

Malachi 3:6-4:6
Read Malachi 3:6-12
1. Israel here are accused of “robbing God” (v8). What does this accusation
imply?

2. God describes an abundant blessing available for Israel (v10-12). Is this
blessing the mechanical result of Israel tithing properly? If not, what is it
the result of? (v7)

Discuss
3. These verses reveal a great paradox. In trying to withhold from God for
selfish reasons, Israel were in fact missing out on far greater blessings. In
what ways are you tempted to withhold from God that which is due
him? What does God promise for those who give him his due? (see Matt
6:30-33)
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4. “When we become followers of Jesus, the last part of ourselves to be
converted is our hip pocket.” Do you agree with this assessment?

Read Malachi 3:13-4:6
5. What is the big issue in 3:13-15, and how is it different from 2:17?

6. Malachi 3:17 – 4:6 talks about a coming “day”, just as 2:17–3:5 does.
How is the answer in 3:17-4:6 different from 3:15?
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7. How should this future day of judgment have reassured those who were
tempted to think that serving God was in vain?

Discuss
8. In seeking to encourage Israel to remain faithful, despite their present
circumstances, Malachi urges them to remember both what God has
done (4:4), and also what God will do (4:1-3, 5-6). Why is it important for
us to remember both these things?

9. We have seen the fulfilment of Malachi 4:5-6 in the life and ministry of
John the Baptist (Matt 11:10-14). How should this comfort us regarding
the as-yet-unfulfilled prophecy of Malachi 4:1-3?
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