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Romans 9

_________________________________________________________________________________

Let God be God
Purpose: To grasp that God is more gracious than we think
1. Share a time when you felt deserving of receiving something? Why is the language
of ‘deserving’ or ‘our right’ out of place when it comes to God’s salvation plan?

Read Romans 9:1-9
2. Paul’s elated confidence at the end of chapter 8 (v31-39) turns to ‘great sorrow and
unceasing anguish’ in the opening of chapter nine (9:2), as he thinks about his nation
of Israel. Why is Paul so downcast about them?

3. What had Israel received as God’s chosen people? Why had God’s gifts to Israel not
failed, even though so few had responded?

4. What does the promise regarding Abraham’s heir teach us, given that he had two
sons, Ishmael and Isaac?

Read Romans 9:10-21
5. How is God’s choice of one heir over the other in Abraham’s family reinforced by
what God did in the next generation?

6. While physical descent was set aside in favour of the promise in the case of Isaac,
what is set aside in the example of Esau and Jacob (v11-12)?

Think about it
7. Election often seems unfair to us, but what is the apostle Paul’s answer to this
charge in verse 14 to 21?

8. Summarise what we have seen so far, using the table below.
God’s grace shown to the descendants of Abraham
The promise of God

Isaac

But not

The choice of God

Jacob

But not

Hardening of hearts by God

But not all the Israelites

Read Romans 9:22-33
9. Why is God patiently withholding his wrath, and how do the quotes from Hosea
(1:10, 2:23) and Isaiah (1:9, 10:22-23) add to Paul’s point?

10. What is Paul’s summary in verses 30 to 33 and how does this convey God’s
undeserved favour to Gentiles like ourselves?

Think about it:
11. Why was God’s grace in Christ a stumbling block to many Jews (though not all –
see v27)? How is this seen in responses to the gospel today, even among Gentiles?
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Romans 10

_________________________________________________________________________________

The word of Christ
Purpose: To understand that Christ is the saviour that all people need
1. Give an example of when you were zealous about something, but lacking
knowledge on the issue. What are some examples of this with regard to previous
spiritual beliefs in your life?

Read Romans 10:1-15
2. How were the Israelites of the first century zealous for God, and yet lacking
knowledge (v1-4)?

3. How is Christ the culmination of the law (v4), and the fulfilment of all Scripture
(John 5:37-40; 2 Cor.1:18-22)?

4. Paul quotes Moses in verse 5 (Leviticus 18:5), but then contrasts a righteousness
by law with a righteousness by faith. What are the key elements of the gospel that
Paul outlines in verses 9 to 13?

5. What imperative flows from the nature of the gospel, which Paul emphasises in his
rhetorical questions (v14-15)?

Think about it
6. What is a believer’s responsibility given Paul’s questions, and what is the local
church’s responsibility?

Read Romans 10:16-21
7. Why did Israel not accept the good news, or word about Christ (v17), if it wasn’t
due to believers failing to share the message?

8. In quoting Moses (Deut.32:21) and Isaiah (65:1), how does Paul explain the impact
of Gentile believers on Israel?

Think about it:
9. Why is righteousness by faith, rather than by our own works, such good news?

10. The early church father Augustine prayed: ‘O God, demand what you will, but
supply what you demand.’ What does God demand in order for us to be saved, and
how does He supply this demand?
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Romans 11

_________________________________________________________________________________

The remnant
Purpose: To consider that God’s salvation story continues
1. Have you ever felt envious of others? Is being envious ever right?

Read Romans 11:1-10
2. What proof is there that God has not rejected His people (1-4)? (Compare 1
Kings 19:1-18)

3. Israel is God’s chosen people. What is God’s choice based on (5-6)?

4. What was Israel seeking? Why didn’t they get it? (7-10)? Compare Romans
9:30-33

Read Romans 11:11-15

5. Fill out the chain of logic:
Israel ………
(11:11)

 Salvation to ………
(11:11)

 Israel ….
(11:11)

 Some of Israel …..
(11:14)

6. What is Paul’s role and goal (13-14)?

Read Romans 11:16-24
7. Here Paul speaking to the Gentiles (13) and uses an illustration about an olive tree.
Draw verses 17-24.

Try to answer:
a) What/who does the root symbolise? (16-18,28)? Compare Genesis 12:1-3
b) Who is the wild olive shoot (17)?
c) Why were the original branches broken off (19-20)?
d) What warning is there for the wild olive shoot (18, 20-22)?
e) Why can the natural branches be grafted back in (23-24)?

Read Romans 11:25-29
8. Why is there hope for Israel?

Read Romans 11:30-32
9. If all people disobedient (Romans 3:9-12), how can anyone be saved?

Read Romans 11:33-36
10. What is Paul saying about God?

Think about it:
11. What comforts you from this passage?
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Romans 12:1-8

_________________________________________________________________________________

Serving with love
Purpose: To reflect on how grace shapes our service
1. Give an example of a time that you showed someone mercy, or perhaps an
example when someone showed you mercy?

Read Romans 12:1-2
Paul uses the word ‘therefore’ on three occasions in his letter (5:1, 8:1, 12:1) to
emphasise the application of his prior teaching to his reader’s lives.

2. The basis of his application in this section is Paul’s prior discussion of God’s mercy.
What is this mercy (v1a) that he is referring to?

3. What are believers called to do in view of God’s mercy, and how does this
instruction transform Old Testament categories (v1b)?

4. What does this worship involve and why does it depend on new thinking (v2)?

Think about it
5. In what ways can believers still conform to the pattern of this world, and how can
we protect and renew our minds?

Read Romans 12:3-8
6. From verses 4 to 8 we see that serving Christ’s body, the church, is part of offering
ourselves as living sacrifices. What is the important pre-requisite for holy and pleasing
service (v3)?

7. What main point does Paul make by using the ‘body’ metaphor to explain the use of
gifts in church?

8. Given that Paul and Peter offer other lists of gifts (1 Cor.12, Eph.4:11, 1 Pet.4:1011), what gifts are highlighted here, and how are they to be used?

Think about it:
9. The assumption is that we have all been given gifts. How is this encouraging, but
also a challenging responsibility (v5)?

10. We can sometimes view serving the church as a burden, but Paul does not view
service in this light. How can we grow at serving diligently and cheerfully?
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Romans 12:9-21

_________________________________________________________________________________

The shape of love
Purpose: To grasp how grace shapes our action towards others
1. Rank out of 10 how much you love the people of Wollongong Baptist Church?
(Share and explain your ranking to each other)

Read John 13:34-35, 15:12, 15:17, 1 John 4:11-12, 20
2. Love for another is Jesus’ central command for us. Why do we need to have
the truths of these verses cemented into our thinking before we look at a
chapter on how to love people?

Read Romans 12:9-16
3. Love can be easy to fake, so what is the difference between sincere and
insincere love? How do you know when your love is insincere?

4. Out of all these commands, which do you find easier to keep and which do you
find difficult to implement, and why?

5. Which of these expressions of love do you think our church does well at, and
which do we need to work on? How can you help the church improve in this
area?

6. How does Paul relate our love for another and our love for God? How is
growing in your zeal for God loving to your brothers and sisters (v11)?

7. How does pride and conceit get in the way of the love and peace that Paul is
exhorting us towards (v16)?

Read Romans 12:17-21
8. Why is taking out revenge wrong? What should stop you from repaying those
who hurt you, and cause you to love them?

Application:
9. This week how could you share with someone in need and bless them, or how
could you show hospitality?

10. What are the barriers inside your heart that stop you from loving others,
especially those outside your family or close friends?

Prayer
Paul says in verse 12 be “faithful in prayer”. Spend some time with your Home Group
asking for God’s Spirit to help you grow in your affections and motivations to love
others.
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Romans 13

_________________________________________________________________________________

The reasons for love
Purpose: To understand submission to authority & loving our neighbour
1. Is the growing trend of cynicism in the electorate, particularly over the past couple
of decades, an attitude that believers can fully embrace? Why or why not?

Read Romans 13:1-7
2. Whether they are good or bad, how are we to respond to the governing authorities,
and what are the motivations for such a response (v1-5)?

3. What warning is given regarding rebellion against authorities (v2)?

4. Why is the common non-Christian approach of minimising tax to the point of
cheating on tax returns (if not blatant tax evasion at times), not an attitude that
Christians can hold?

Think about it
5. Paul says that we are to ‘submit’ to the authorities (v5) but he might have used the
word ‘obey.’ This suggests that there is something mutual in the relationship. What
limits are there to our submission (Acts 4:18-20; Matt.22:17-22)?

Read Romans 13:8-14
6. What debt will we always have in this life, and why should we be mindful of this
every day?

7. Why is loving your neighbour (Lev.19:18) the fulfilment of the second half of the
ten commandments (Ex.20:13-17) and the whole law according to Paul (cf. Matt.
22:36-40)?

8. How should understanding the present time or hour (v11) shape our behaviour
(v12-14)?

Think about it
9. How could submission to authorities even be viewed as an expression of loving
others?

10. If our love for others is based on God’s love for us (1 John 4:9-12), how can we
grow in our understanding of God’s love and so view others as He does?
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Romans 14:1-15:13

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The cost of love
Purpose: To learn how to handle disputable matters with other believers
1. These days, just as in Paul’s day, there are still Christians who set themselves rules
about what they eat or drink. Often, their standards seem impressive. How would
you describe the faith of someone who - because of their beliefs - doesn't drink
coffee? Is their faith weak or strong?

What reaction would you have to a person who - because of their beliefs – doesn’t
drink alcohol?

Read Romans 14:1-14
2. Verse 1 gives us two important instructions that we must keep in mind as we read
and apply the rest of the chapter. What are they?

3. Who is spiritually weaker: the one who eats everything or the one who eats only
vegetables?

4. In v3, what is the temptation of the man who eats everything? What is the
temptation of the one who does not? Why are both of them wrong (v4)?

5. What do the ‘weak’ and the ‘strong’ have in common (v6)?

6. What overarching perspective should govern our conduct in these ‘disputable
matters’ (v7-8)?

7. According to v14, is any food or drink ‘spiritually unclean’? Can any food or drink
cause ‘spiritual harm’? How?

Think about it
8. What other behaviours might fall into this category of ‘disputable matters’? Do you
see these behaviours causing division in our church?

Read Romans 14:15-15:13
9. In 14:15-23 what directions does Paul give for what we eat and drink? What
compromises does he call us to make and why?

10. In 15:1-4, what is the reason and motivation behind acting this way towards our
brothers and sisters in Christ?

Case study
11. John was raised in a home where drinking alcohol was strictly forbidden. Now,
after studying Romans, he has decided that there is nothing wrong with drinking, as
long as he doesn’t get drunk. He feels so liberated by his discovery that he orders
beer or wine whenever he eats with other believers, and tries to persuade them to
join him in doing so. What do you think of John’s behaviour?

Think about it
12. Are you more like the ‘weak’ or the ‘strong’ in this passage? What danger does this
passage teach you to avoid?

13. Are there any circumstances in which we should continue to exercise our freedom,
even if it offends others? (see Gal 4:8-11; 5:1; Col 2:16-23)
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Romans 15:14-33

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gospel ambition
Purpose: To consider how gospel ambition should lead to partnership
1. What are your big ambitions in life? Be honest! Have you achieved them? Do you
expect to achieve them? How do you think they match up with the ambitions God
wants you to have?

Read Romans 15:14-22
2. What is Paul's big ambition? (v20)? Who does Paul especially want to reach?

3. Are there still places where the gospel of Christ is "not known" (v20)? What can we
do about it?

4. Paul’s gospel preaching was accompanied "by the power of signs and wonders." Do
we know what these signs and wonders were? See Acts 2:42-43

5. Should we expect to be doing the same today? Look at 2 Corinthians 12:12. Who
were the signs and miracles meant to mark out?

Read Romans 15:23-33
6. What do you think lies behind Paul's "collection"? What effect will it have on the
relations between Jews and Gentiles?

7. In v25-28 why might Paul be explaining the example of the Macedonian and
Achaian Christians?

8. What will it mean for the Romans to join Paul in his struggle? (v33)

Think about it
9. If you were to join in the “struggle” of advancing the gospel, what kinds of prayers
would you be praying? Who (specifically) would you be praying for?

10. Do you share Paul’s gospel ambitions? What costs would you be willing to pay to
see the gospel advance? (financial, personal reputation, convenience etc.) Is there
any cost you would be unwilling to pay?

11. In what ways can we as individuals, and as a church, be more effective in
reaching those where "Christ is not known"?
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Romans 16

_________________________________________________________________________________

Gospel watchfulness
Purpose: To reflect on the qualities commended & the division to be avoided
1. Have you ever written your name in some place for others to see, e.g. a guest
book; a book at the top of a mountain trail? If so, what is so interesting about
reading such a list?

Read Romans 16:1-16
2. There are nine women mentioned in this list. Given the role of women in the first
century what is so striking about this large number?

Read Acts 18: 1-4; 18-28
3. What do these verses tell us about Priscilla and Aquila (Rom.16:3-4)? How would
such people be very helpful in church planting?

Read Romans 16:17- 20
4. What do you think about his reaction to these trouble makers? How will this issue
soon be dealt with, and who will finally deal with the problem (v20)?

Read Romans 16:21-27
5. We meet the following people in this passage:
 a travelling business woman
 some unmarried women
 a deaconess
 a scribe
 fellow prisoners with Paul
 a city director
 Paul's relatives
 the first convert in Asia.
What commendable qualities are there in these groups?

6. How can we protect ourselves and fellow believers from division at WBC?

Think about it
7. The theme of these studies has been “The overflow of grace,” and the objective is
“To grasp how to be a church shaped by grace.” List things you have found most
relevant to yourself, your home group or the wider community at WBC as you review
the past nine studies?

