Studies in Jonah, Micah & Joel
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Jonah 1-2

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Radical grace

Purpose: To grasp the fresh start that God graciously offers
Introduction

1. Explain a situation where you were unhappy with a task your boss gave you, or a
role another person gave you?

Read Jonah 1:1-17

2. What was the assignment that the Lord gave to Jonah (v1-2), and why was that
a daunting task?

3. What was Jonah’s response to God’s instructions, and how did the Lord respond
in turn (v3-4)?
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4. What do we discover about the sailor’s spirituality in their crisis, and what actions
follow as they seek to find out who is at fault (v5-10)?

5. What is Jonah’s solution, and is this an act of bravery or simply stubbornness?
How does God act graciously toward him, even as he rebukes him (v17)?

Think about it

6. Does God rebuke and discipline his children today (see Heb.12:4-11), and is God
looking for sacrifices and vows (cf. Jonah 1:16) in response?

Read Jonah 2:1-10

7. When did the prophet finally call out to the Lord, and how do his words point to
true repentance?
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8. How did God respond to Jonah’s cry for help and why is this action gracious?

Think about it

9. Why would God bother rescuing such a rebellious and stubborn prophet (cf.4:2)?

10. What is the parallel with Jonah that Jesus alludes to with his own death and
resurrection, and the response of listeners to the gospel (Matt.12:39-41; cf. Luke
11:29-32)?
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Jonah 3-4

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Radical mission and mercy

Purpose: To consider God’s merciful mission-heart towards the nations
Introduction

1. Give an example of when you were given a second chance to prove yourself, or
complete a task?

Read Jonah 3:1-10

2. How did Jonah respond to the Lord’s task for him the second time?

3. What was the message that Jonah brought to Nineveh, and how did the general
population respond?
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4. How did the king of Nineveh respond and how did his decree support his
response?

5. What was God’s response to the Assyrians, and how does this fit with God’s
character (4:2, cf. Psalm 86:15)?

Read Jonah 4:1-11

6. Why is Jonah’s response of anger so disappointing, given his understanding of
God’s character?

7. How did God show grace to Jonah, while also rebuking him, in what unfolded
next?
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Think about it

8. What had Jonah failed to grasp, according to God? How does this go to the
heart of how God’s people should have viewed the nations around them
(Gen.12:3; Is. 42:1-6, 49:1-6)

9. How can we also fail to grasp God’s mission-heart for the lost today? What can
we do to have more of Christ’s compassion for the lost (Luke 5:31-32; 19:10)?

10. How is our responsibility very similar to Jonah’s task (Matt.28:18-20; 2 Cor.5:1820), and how does this involve us stepping outside our comfort zone?
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3

Acts 7:1 - 8:40	
  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The advance of God’s Mission

Purpose: To understand how God in his sovereignty continues to
accomplish his saving purpose in Christ to the nations.
Introduction

1. Share with the group a memorable turning point where victory was snatched from
the jaws of defeat. This may be from your own life experience, or from a sports
match, or a movie.

In his gospel, Luke shows how the O.T. Scriptures were fulfilled in Christ (24:2527), while Acts continues the story of the outworking of God’ s saving purpose for
all nations (1:8).	
  
Read Acts 6:13-14; 7:2-3, 9-11, 20-21.

2. What accusations were brought against Stephen by the council?

3. Stephen’s reply is a review of Israel’s history. What do we learn about God’s
sovereign activity and saving purpose in the lives of these ‘fathers’?
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Read Acts 7:44-56

4. What did Stephen understand to be the purpose and fulfillment of the Tabernacle
and Temple, and what value did hard-hearted Israel give to these structures? (cf.
John 1:14; 2:21)

5. Summarise the climax of Stephen's witness, that resulted in his stoning and the
increased persecution of believers in Jerusalem (7:53, 8:1). How did this match
Jesus’ prediction? (Luke 21:16-17)

6. What was Saul’s part in Stephen’s stoning and the intensified persecution of the
church? (7:58-8:3); How did God answer Stephen’s ‘Christ-like’ prayer? (Luke
23:34; Acts 9:5; 26:14)
	
  

Think about it	
  

7. Stephen’s life, witness and death impacted people in different ways (e.g. the
Sanhedrin, Saul). What are some ways you can honour persecuted 21st century
Christians?
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Read Acts 8:1-8.

8. Stephen's stoning introduces a divine turning point in the witness of the
Jerusalem church. What was the important lesson the church learned from
Stephen’s witness that impacted Samaria (8:4-25), Ethiopia and beyond (v26-40;
cf. 8:4, 25, 35)?

9. “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” What is a modern-day
example that illustrates Tertullian’s famous saying?
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

10. What was the message the scattered and early believers proclaimed that
transformed lives and advanced God’s saving mission across cultures? (1
Corinthians 15:3-4)?

Think about it	
  

In Acts and throughout the history of the church, God’s saving purpose in Christ has
progressed by the Holy Spirit working through the proclamation of the Gospel.
11. Whilst the message is non-negotiable, styles of delivery differ. How has God
gifted you to ‘proclaim Christ’?
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4

Micah 1-3

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God judges His people’s sins

Purpose: To reflect on how sin must lead to God’s judgment
Introduction

1. Can you share an example of when your sin, or that of another person, resulted
in clear consequences in the present?

Read Micah 1:1-16

Micah is an 8th century BC prophet from the southern kingdom of Judah. However,
he prophesies about the sins of both the northern and southern kingdoms,
particularly their respective capital cities of Samaria and Jerusalem.
2. What sins are noted by Micah in verses 5 to 9?

3. How is God’s judgment portrayed, and what does Micah say his reaction will be,
and how does he call others to respond?
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Read Micah 2:1-11; 3:1-4

4. What further sins are listed by Micah in 2:1-2, 2:8-9 and 3:1-4, and what picture
does this paint of Jewish society in the 8th century?

5. What is being said by the prophets (v6-7), and what kind of prophetic message
would be received by the people (v11)?

Think about it

6. Do non-Christians today avoid messages that challenge their sinful ways? If so,
what are some examples where we see this?

7. Can those who claim to be believers also fall into this trap (2 Tim.4:3-4), and if
so, how does this occur? What is one antidote to this problem (2 Tim.4:1-2, 5)?
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Read Micah 3:5-12

8. What is God’s response to false prophets (v5-7)?

9. What will God’s judgment on the southern kingdom eventually lead to (v8-12),
and how does this mirror the northern kingdom’s fate (1:7)? How were these
promises of God fulfilled?

Think about it

10. Why does God promise that a remnant will be gathered (2:12-13) despite the
idolatry and social injustice that was taking place?

11. In what way does the same promise exist under the new covenant? In what
way will God still judge His own people following Christ’s return (2 Cor.5:10;
Rom.14:10-12; 1 Cor.3:10-15)?
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5

Micah 4-5

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The remnant and a Ruler

Purpose: To understand God’s plans to gather a remnant and to bring a
promised Ruler
Introduction

1. Think of all the wars, fighting or conflict in our world right now. Humanly
speaking are you hopeful for lasting world peace? Why or why not?

Read Micah 4:1-8

2. What kind of world does Micah talk about here?

3. How will this happen?

Read Micah 4:9-5:1

4. What will happen to God’s people before the future world promised in 4:1-8
comes?
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Read Micah 5:2-9

5. How will God rescue or redeem (4:10) His people?

6. What is surprising about God’s rescuer? (cf. Micah 2:12-13)

7. What will happen as a result of God’s rescue (5:5b-9)?

Read Micah 5:10-15

8. What problems still remain to be fixed?
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Think about it

9. How does God keep his promise to save his people? (read Matthew 1:18-2:6)

10. What is the real problem behind wars and conflict? (cf. Mark 7:20-23, Colossians
1:21)

11. Is world peace possible? How? (read Revelation 7:9-17)
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6

Micah 6-7

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hope amidst judgment

Purpose: To reflect on how we are to love mercy, just as God shows
mercy to His people

1. Have you ever witnessed an extravagant act of mercy? What was the situation?
How did it make you feel?

Read Micah 6

2. In what ways does 6:1-5 resemble a courtroom scene?

3. In 6:5 God tells them to recall the events involving Balak and Balaam (see
Numbers 22). Why might this lesson be important for Israel to remember, given
the prophecies regarding Assyria’s impending invasion (5:5-6)?
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4. In 6:6-7 God asks a series of rhetorical questions couched in pious tones, but
with a cynical note directed towards those who think they can “buy off” God with
their sacrifices. In 6:8, what is wrong with this way of thinking?

Think about it

5. What does it look like to “act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your
God”…
• As a member of your family?

• As a citizen of Wollongong?

6. Compare 6:9-16 with the “covenant curses” of Deuteronomy 28:38-42. What is
Micah trying to get his readers to understand?

Read Micah 7

7. In 7:1-6 Micah describes the misery of living amongst a corrupt and evil
generation who dishonour God. In what ways do you feel the same pain as
Micah, living in “this present evil age” (Gal 1:4)?
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8. In 7:7-17 Israel is personified as an individual who is sitting alone in shame and
defeat, waiting and watching for the Lord to redeem his people (v7). What parts
of this picture of redemption stand out to you?

9. Israel’s hope of redemption seems out of place given the inevitability of God’s
judgment, however, read v18-20. What two reasons are given for the certain
hope of God’s mercy?

Think about it

10. Do you live with the same longing for and anticipation of God’s deliverance as
Micah? How is our situation as Christians similar? How is it different?

11. How ought Micah’s message of judgment and hope influence the way we
interact with those who don’t honour God?
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7

Joel 1:1-2:17

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Judgment and repentance

Purpose: To grasp that God’s judgment should lead to repentance
Introduction

1. Can you think of a natural disaster which caused a ‘soul searching’ response in a
region or a nation? Alternatively, what disaster would need to occur in Australia
for people to take notice and reflect on our godless complacency?

Read Joel 1:1-12

Joel is usually dated as an 8th Century BC prophet. He is from the southern
kingdom, given his focus on Judah and its capital of Jerusalem (2:21, 32; 3:1, 6, 8,
16-20).
2. What is the natural disaster that has overtaken Judah, and what is the extent of
the devastation?

3. What response does he call for from the drunkards, farmers and priests?
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Read Joel 1:13-20

4. What action does Joel call for from the religious leaders (v13-14)?

5. Joel sees the natural disaster that has befallen the nation as a precursor to the
day of the Lord (v15; 2:1). What is the day of the Lord, and why will it be
destructive?

Think about it

6. How are we to view the day of the Lord (1 Thess.5:1-10; 2 Pet.3:10-13)?

Read Joel 2:1-17

7. What does Joel liken the swarm to (2:2-11; cf. 1:6)?
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8. Joel called for mourning in chapter 1, but what is the fuller response that the
Lord calls for in chapter 2 (v12-13)?

9. Public actions are again called for (v15-17; cf.1:13-14), but on what basis can
Joel hope that the Lord might relent from pouring out further judgment (v13-14)?

Think about it

10. Why should the trials of life, even natural disasters, cause us to reflect on our
need for repentance (see Luke 13:1-5)?

11. What does God promise the repentant person (Psalm 51:1-2, 16-17; Ezekiel
18:30-31)?
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Joel 2:18-32

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The promised Spirit

Purpose: To consider the promised restoration of God’s blessings and the
future gift of the Holy Spirit
Introduction

1. Why does a promise of future blessing bring hope in the present, even if you are
undergoing trials? Can you give a personal example?

Read Joel 2:18-27

2. The call to public repentance (v12-17) is assumed to have taken place in these
verses where God promises restoration of the plague damage. Why does He
offer restoration in response to Judah’s repentance (v18-19, 23, 26-27)?

3. How would you describe God’s restoration of the land, in terms of the physical
blessings promised?
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Think about it

4. How do these physical blessings parallel the spiritual restoration and blessings
that we enjoy (John 10:10; Eph.1:3; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Pet.1:3-5)?

Read Joel 2:28-32
5. Why was the promise of the Spirit being poured out on all people (v28),
regardless of gender, age or social status (v28-29) significant?

6. What had been their experience of the Spirit under the old covenant (Ex.35:3031; Jdg.6:34; 14:6; 1 Sam.10:6, 16:13)?

7. The promised roles of the Spirit are described in various ways in Isaiah (32:1520; 44:3-5; 63:10-11) and Ezekiel (36:24-28). What role of the Spirit is
highlighted by Joel, and how does this fit with a desire that Moses had expressed
(Num.11:29)?
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8. In verses 30 to 32, the blessings of the Spirit are accompanied by powerful signs
that God is at work. What should the mention of ‘blood and fire and billows of
smoke’ remind us of (Ex.7:17; 19:16-18)? What do these images also point us
forward to (Mk.13:24-25; Rev.6:12-14)?

Think about it

9. God pledges deliverance from the dreadful day of the Lord (v31-32), if a person
calls on His name to be saved. How does such a promise have parallels to those
under the new covenant (Rom. 10:12-15; Acts 4:12)?

10. When and how was the promise of the Spirit being poured out fulfilled (Acts
2:17-21)?

11. How does the Spirit help believers today?
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9

Joel 3

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s justice

Purpose: To understand God’s justice as the nations are judged and Israel
is restored
Introduction

1. Share an example you know where justice was seen to be done in the end, even
though it initially seemed that the guilty would escape.

Read Joel 3:1-16a

2. Why were the surrounding nations judged by God when Judah was restored (v13)?

3. What particular sins did the cities and nations of Tyre, Sidon and Philistia
commit, and what was their punishment (v4-8)?
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4. Verses 9-16a picture a gathering of the nations in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (v2,
12) or the valley of decision (v14). It is not a known site, but is simply
representative of God’s punishment, because the word ‘Jehoshaphat’ means
‘Yahweh has judged.’ What terms are used to continue the court-room scene or
metaphor of verse 2?

Think about it

5. The troops of the Persian King Artaxerxes III fulfilled the promised enslavement
of Sidon in 343BC, while the Greek general Alexander sealed the fate of Tyre and
Philistia in 332BC. What does this fulfilment mean in terms of God’s promised
final judgment (2 Peter 3:3-10; Rev.20:11-15)?

Read Joel 3:16b-21

6. The transition from the judgment on the nations to the rescue of Judah is subtle,
as both are part of God’s restoration plan. Why is the promise of the Lord being
His people’s refuge and stronghold (v16) so comforting (cf. Psalm 46)?
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7. How does the picture of abundance in verse 18 contrast with the earlier images
of devastation in chapters 1 and 2?

8. There is a prophetic judgment against Israel’s ancient enemies of Egypt and
Edom. How do their sins compare to that of the other city nations addressed in
chapter 3? How are these judgments part of God’s justice (3:21)?

Think about it

9. The final phrase of the book, ‘the LORD dwells in Zion’ is the ultimate restoration
– God with His people. How is that still the most important inheritance of His
new covenant people (Rev.21:1-4)?

10. What has been the most encouraging thing that you have learned about God
and His promises, in this series on some of the minor prophets?
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