1- The identity of the Holy
Spirit
1. How would you answer the following question, “Who is the Holy Spirit”?

2. Do you think the Holy Spirit is a neglected, if not forgotten, member of the
Trinity? If so why?

3. When it comes to the Holy Spirit what do you find confusing? And what
you like to know more about?

The personhood of the Spirit

4. Some people believe the Holy Spirit is a force rather than a person? Why
would some believe this?

5. Read the following verses and talk about how they reveal the personhood
of the Holy Spirit.
Bible Text

Personhood

Acts 5:1-16
Acts 8:29
Acts 9:31
Romans 8:26-27
Ephesians 4:30
John 14:25-27
John 15:26
John 16:8
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6. Below is a list of the names given to the Holy Spirit in the Bible, what do
these names teach us about the Holy Spirit?
Spirit of God, Spirit of the LORD, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and
of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the
knowledge and fear of the Lord, advocate, Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of
holiness, the Spirit of the living God, the Spirit of his Son, the Holy Spirit of
God, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the eternal Spirit, the Spirit of grace, the
Spirit of glory.

7. If the Holy Spirit is a person, which he is! Then we can have a relationship
with him. What implications should the personhood of the Holy Spirit have
in our everyday life’s?

Prayer
In pairs, spend some time praying to the Holy Spirit. Asking him to teach you
more about who he is and how he works in your life.
The divinity of the Spirit

8. How would you answer the following question, “What is the Trinity”?

Read Acts 5:1-6 and 1 Corinthians 3:16
9. How do these two texts point to the divinity of the Holy Spirit?
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Read Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14 and 1 Peter 1:2
10.
How do these verses explain the trinity, and point to the divinity of
the Holy Spirit?

11.
What analogies have you heard of to describe the Trinity? What are
the dangers of describing the trinity with such analogies? (hint: Tritheism,
modalism, Partialism)

12.
The doctrine of the trinity is an essential teaching of the Christian
faith. Why does it matter so much? How does our understanding of the
Trinitarian God over flow into our understanding of God’s love?

13.
If the Holy Spirit is God, which he is! Then we should worship him
just like we worship Jesus and God the Father. Do you find it easy to
worship God the Spirit, and if not why not? (c.f John 16:14)

Prayer
In pairs, spend some time praying to the Holy Spirit. Asking him to make it
clear to you what it looks like to worship him.

3

2 - The work of the Holy Spirit
in believers
1. Do you desperately want the Holy Spirit to be at work in your life? What
obstacles prevent the Holy Spirit from working in your life?

2. In Ephesians 4:30 Paul says “do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God”. How
do we grieve the Holy Spirit? Do you think it’s a serious thing to grieve the
Holy Spirit?

Helper

Read John 14:15-17
3. Jesus said the Spirit is another advocate (synonyms:
helper/advisor/strengthener/comforter), who replaces him the first
advocate. What do you find comforting about Jesus words here in John
14:15-17?

4. Theologically, why do we need “another advocate” after Jesus?
Practically, why do we need “another advocate” after Jesus??
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Read John 16:7-15
5. John 16 what are we told the Holy Spirit will do for believers?

6. Do you believe Jesus when he says, “it is for your good that I am going
away”? How could we change our relationship with the Holy Spirit so that
Jesus words become a reality?

Holiness

Read Galatians 5:16-23
7. According to these verses what does it practically look like to “walk by the
Spirit”, be “led by the Spirit”, “live by the Spirit” and “keep in step with
the Spirit”?

8. What is the relationship between love and the work of the Holy Spirit?

9. Pair up with someone and ask what acts of the flesh (Gal 5:1-21) your sinful
heart tempted towards?
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10.
From the fruits of the Spirit list (Gal 5:22-26), what fruits has God
cultivated in your life since becoming a Christian? Which fruits do you still
need the Spirit’s help to cultivate?

Guidance

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3
11.
Why do you think the Holy Spirit is primarily called the Holy Spirit in
the Bible?

12.
Christians can obsess over the Spirit’s guidance for big decisions in
life forgetting what God’s will is for their lives. How does 1 Thessalonians
4:3 influence our thinking when it comes to the Holy Spirit’s guidance?

12. When it comes to having a personal relationship with God, some
Christians says things like “God said this to me”, or “sit quietly to hear the
spirit’s voice”. What is helpful and unhelpful about this type of language?

Prayer
In pairs, spend some time praying to the Holy Spirit. Repenting where need
be and asking the Holy Spirit to help you live by the Spirit and love your
neighbor as yourself.
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3 - The work of the Holy Spirit
in the church
1. How badly do you want the Holy Spirit to be at work in our church?
What barriers would prevent the Holy Spirit working in our Church?

2. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 Paul says to the church in Thessalonica “Do
not quench the Spirit”. How do we quench the work of the Holy Spirit?

Presence

Read John 4:21-24
1. Prior to Holy Spirit dwelling in believers, God’s presence was only
tangibly known in the temple and tabernacle before it. How has the
Holy Spirit changed the way God’s people worship?

Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 6:19

2. According to these verses God’s people are Gods’ temple, as God
dwells in us now, by his Holy Spirit. This truth should blow our minds,
that a Holy God would dwell in such unholy people. What implications
should this glorious truth have for our lives?
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Read Ephesians 5:18-20 and Colossians 3:16-17
3. Some Christians have a low view of singing and yet according to these
verses what is the relationship between the Holy Spirit and signing?

Read Ephesians 6:18 and Romans 8:26-27
4. According to these verses what is the relationship between the Holy
Spirit and prayer?

Read Ephesians 3:16-19, 2 Timothy 3:16, 1 Corinthians 2:10-13
5. How does the Spirit help us understand who God is?

Power

6. In Acts 8 Simon the Sorcerer wanted to buy the Holy Spirit. What are
some bad motivations for wanting the power of the Holy Spirit in your
life?
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Read Acts 1:8 and Ephesians 4:11-13
7. According to these passages why does the Holy Spirt empower and
gift the church of God? What should be our motivations for seeking
the power of the Holy Spirit?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
8. What does this passage teach us about the Spirit’s empowerment and
gifting of the church? How can we respond to this passage?

Read 2 Timothy 1:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 14:1
9. When it comes to spiritual gifts, what is our responsibility?

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
10. On a scale of 1-10 right now, how much do you love God’s people?
Do you long for them to be filled and empowered by the spirit as
much as yourself?

Prayer
In pairs, spend some time praying to the Holy Spirit. Asking him to give you
the right motivations to serve the church.
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Appendix – What does Wollongong
Baptist Church believe about spiritual
gifts?
At Wollongong Baptist Church we believe that the Holy Spirit continues to
empower believers to be witnesses in the world and servants in the church.
The Holy Spirit eagerly wants to fill each believer with his power to witness,
and impart His supernatural gifts for the maturity of the church. We believe
that all the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the church of the first-century are
available today and are to be earnestly sought after. And yet we at the same
time we believe that the beginning of the church was a unique time in
salvation history where the spirit was at work in powerful ways.
When it comes to the topic of spiritual gifts there are two main theological
convictions that different churches hold. One is called cessationism, which
teaches that the sign gifts (tongues, healing, prophecy) have ceased for
good. While the other is called continuationism, which teaches that the gifts
of the spirit are available today but must be careful practised according to
Scripture.
Unfortunately, many churches have exalted spiritual gifts beyond their proper
biblical grounds. For example, some have said that tongues is a necessary
sing of salvation, where the scriptures deny that tongues are universally
possessed by all believers (1 Corinthians 12:27-30). Furthermore, other
churches have glorified the spirit and the miraculous gifts forgetting that
Spirit’s job is to humbly glorified Jesus, and equip the church for Jesus’
mission.
So where does this leave us? Well as a church we should pursue the gifts (1
Corinthians 12:31,14:1,14:39), but more than this we should exercise them in
an orderly manner (1 Corinthians 14:40), with the motive of love (1
Corinthians 14:1), in line with the word of God (1 Corinthians 14:37), for
witnessing to the world and maturing the church. Furthermore in regards to
the sign gifts of (tongues, healing, prophecy) we should expect the Spirit to
continue to move in this way and yet at the same time be discerning of such
gifts, because since the start of the church (the Corinthians) Christians have
misunderstood such gifts.
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