THE UNEXPECTED K ing

From Rod Bayley...
Dear WBC,
As we commence 2018 there is a lot to look forward to as a church, as
we continue to pursue our mission: ‘To know Christ, and to make Him
known.’ One of the main changes this year is our resourcing of our
home groups through the new series booklet that you are now holding.
Led by Mark Roberts, a team of people have worked hard over the
summer break to produce this resource. It is designed to not only serve
our home groups as they gather each week, but also to assist families
to reflect further on God’s word together. In addition, it provides space
for notes on the sermons in the series, and so our hope is that you will
bring it to church as well as use it at home. We’re excited about this
multi-faceted booklet, because we believe it will help us to dig deeper
into God’s word as a church family, and to live lives worthy of the gospel
in response. Under God, our desire is that this tool will help us grow in
maturity as a community of believers.
In the first two school terms of this year, we will be studying chapters
6 to 9 of Luke’s gospel. Through both the sermons on a Sunday, and
the Home Groups that will follow, we will see that Jesus is the Christ
who brings salvation. These central themes of Christ’s identity and his
actions dominate this section, as we see the nature of his authority and
the rescue that he brings. Further, there is the related theme of our
response, with repeated references to the need for faith, and what it
means to follow a suffering Saviour. We will move from his authoritative
teaching and actions in chapter 6, to his miraculous power in chapters
7 and 8, to Christ’s identity and mission in chapter 9. It is an exciting
section of the gospel, which brings us up to the turning point of the
book, where Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem (9:51) and the
rejection and crucifixion that awaited him.
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We will be left in awe of Christ’s authority as his ministry in Galilee comes
to a close, reaching its climax at the transfiguration (9:28-36). However,
we will also be deeply challenged by the cost of following Jesus, the
one who calls us deny ourselves and take up our cross daily (9:23).
My prayer is that this will produce a longing within us to grow in our
love for Jesus and to express that in a life of submission to him as our
Lord. Such ongoing transformation is dependent on the work of the
Holy Spirit within us, so let me encourage you to pray that God will
bring such conviction. We want our conviction to lead to confession
and repentance, and a life given over to our Master. We want to see
changed hearts and minds, that lead to new actions for God’s glory.
As we anticipate God’s work in our church community, we should look
forward to it overflowing into our broader community as we share our
lives and hope with others. Let’s pray earnestly that God would produce
such spiritual fruit in us, that we may declare the praises of him who
called us out of darkness and into his wonderful light!
Yours in Christ,
Rod.
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How to use
this book
Church
Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to
church so you can write down sermon notes in the space
provided, and answer the reflection questions.

Personal Devotions
Use the suggested readings and reflection questions to
develop a habit of reading the Bible daily. Remember to
pray about what you read, asking God to shape you to
be more like Jesus.

Family Discipleship Time
Do some (or all) of the family devotions with your kids
each week to help reinforce the main message of the
Luke series.

Home Groups
Let the Bible studies guide you and your home group
towards applying and responding to the truth of God’s
Word.
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Daily Reading Guide
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
Hebrews 4:12
Establishing a daily habit of reading God’s word and prayerfully
applying it to your life is a sure course to growing in your love and
knowledge of God and in your obedience to him.
By following this guide, you will read five passages a week. We hope
that including only five readings per week will help you to keep up, and
not give up, if you get behind. (Reflecting on a Psalm each week could
be an excellent addition if you can.) As we study the Gospel of Luke
in church this term and consider the question “Who is this man?”, we
encourage you to read through Hebrews in your own time, deepening
your understanding of just how glorious Jesus really is.
Each week you will read four passages from the book of Hebrews,
then on the final day, you will consider the key passage for Sunday’s
upcoming sermon. Turn through the pages of this book to find the
passages to read each day and five general questions to help you think
through what you are reading.
One way to structure your personal Bible reading is time to:
1. Ask God to help you understand his word and to see yourself clearly.
2. Read through the passage and answer some (or all of) the questions.
Make some notes if you like.
3. Spend time praying to God in response to what you’ve read and ask
him to help you take practical steps to apply what you’ve learnt.
Don’t hold back: let God’s word and his Spirit penetrate your heart
and mind, convict you of sin and lead you to walk in his path of
righteousness, justice and passion to save those who are lost.
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Family Discipleship Time
God has called parents to disciple their children (Dt. 6; Ps. 78, 145; Eph.
6): to teach them to obey all that he has commanded and to see Christ
formed in them (Matt. 28:20; Gal. 4:19). This is no easy task and can
often seem daunting!
At WBC we want to support families in this task. These Family
Discipleship Times are designed to be flexible and present families with
short instructional times to spend around God’s word together. Each
week 5 instructional discipleship times are provided (some families may
choose to do only one or a few, or only some aspects of the week’s
suggestions – that is ok! We want it to work for your family!), a memory
verse for the week, some possible activities to reinforce the ideas and
some other additional resources that might be helpful. Each of these
Family Discipleship Times is built around the sermon and homegroup
materials, so the whole family is learning and growing together.
We recommend families set aside a regular time to use this resource.
Read the passage(s) aloud, guide your children through the questions,
and spend time praying in response. Parents have been provided with
the big idea for the week, and the key point for each discipleship time,
as a general guide for what is being aimed for. We encourage families
to learn the assigned memory verse each week, and to have a go at any
suggested activities which are suitable. Most importantly, be creative
and have fun!
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Overview of
Luke’s Gospel
a. Introduction of John the Baptist and Jesus (Luke 1-2)
This section opens the Gospel with the twin themes of fulfilment and
divine direction, as the purposes of God begin to come to fulfilment
through Jesus his Son.
b. Preparation for ministry: anointed by God (Luke 3:1-4:13)
Here Jesus is shown as God’s Anointed One, a representative of
humanity who was faithful to God in his calling to bring God’s salvation.
c. Galilean ministry: the revelation of Jesus (Luke 4:14-9:50)
This section focuses mostly on the teaching of Jesus and his miracles,
while he gathers his disciples and attracts opposition. The concern of
the section is that Jesus is the Christ, but it is also concerned to relate
how people are called upon to respond to him.
d. Jerusalem journey: Jewish rejection and the new way
(Luke 9:51-19:44)
Here Jesus is shown to have initiated the way to follow God, so that
we must listen to him. Luke 9-13 shows Jesus in contrast to much of
the official Judaism of his day, and the opposition which that difference
brought. Luke 14-19 mostly concerns what it means to be a disciple of
the Jesus who was finally rejected by the Jewish leadership.
e. Jerusalem: the innocent one slain and raised (Luke 19:45-24:53)
In this final section Luke explains how Jesus died, why apparent defeat
became victory, and how God revealed who Jesus was. The Gospel
closes with the disciples rejoicing that victory and the promise of God
have come out of apparent defeat.
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Suggested
resources

Luke (The NIV Application
Commentary)
BOCK

Luke 1-12 For You

The Bible Project

The Gospel of Luke from
the Outside In
MORLAN

YOUTUBE
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Luke 6:1-16

Sunday 18th February
1 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples
began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels.
2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the
Sabbath?”
3 Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and
his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also
gave some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man
is Lord of the Sabbath.”
6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and
a man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the
teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched
him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they
were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand
in front of everyone.”So he got up and stood there.
9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do
good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”
10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law were furious and began to discuss with one another
what they might do to Jesus.
12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the
night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him
and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom
he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15
Matthew,Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16
Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
11
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 19th February
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 1:1-9

Day 2 – Hebrews 1:10-14
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Day 3 – Hebrews 2:1-9

Day 4 – Hebrews 2:10-18

Day 5 – Luke 6:17-26

(Day 6 – Psalm 1)
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Home Group Study
Luke 6:1-16

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1. Read v1-5. Jesus’ disciples were accused of breaking the fourth
commandment (Exodus 20:8-11). The religious leaders had expanded
this simple instruction and now listed hundreds of specific actions that
were forbidden on the Sabbath because they were considered work.
Can you think of any ways that people today take simple instructions
or principles in scripture and expand them with all kinds of extra
prohibitions?

2. What is the relationship that Christians are to have with the Sabbath?
(See Romans 14:5 and Colossians 2:16-17) What is the relationship
Christians are to have with the Old Testament law more generally?

3. The Pharisees were outraged by the way Jesus’ disciples broke their
established rules. Why do you think it’s so hard for many people to
believe that God desires mercy not religious sacrifices (Hosea 6:6)?

4. Read v6-11. The Pharisees miss the significance of the miracle which
has just taken place in front of their eyes, and in their outrage they fail
to recognise Jesus as the Son of Man. Can you explain how people fail
to see the majesty of Jesus, when it’s so blindingly obvious to us?

5. Read v12-16. If the Jews prefer their old religion and will not accept
Jesus and the ‘new thing’ – centred on himself – that he is bringing,
14
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then he will create a new people of God – or ‘new Israel’ – who will
accept what God is doing. Jesus begins this process here by calling 12
apostles as a symbolic parallel to the 12 tribes of the nation of Israel.
What does this teach us about God and his purposes in Jesus?

HEART

6. In Jesus’ kingdom we are governed by the law of love, rather than the
love of laws. Sometimes we can be tempted to reduce being a disciple
of Jesus to a list of do’s and don’ts. Why does this appeal to our hearts?

HANDS

7. God’s purpose for the Sabbath was to create a rhythm in the life of
his people where they stopped and re-calibrated their hearts towards
him (Exodus 20:8-11, Isaiah 58:13-14), remembering their future rest in
heaven (Hebrews 4:9). Do you currently have a planned way to do that
in your life? Share with the group what has been helpful for you.

8. What is most likely to prevent you from taking deliberate time to find
rest in God? Share and pray about these things as a group.

Prayer suggestion
Thank God that in Jesus we are part of a new people of God, free from the
law and governed by a Lord of love. Ask for God’s help to find rest in him.
We have curated a Sabbath themed Spotify playlist for you here:

http://spoti.fi/2EtcrhH
Use this music to spend some mindful time with God in quiet reflection. Let this
playlist help you be still and remember your dependency on our great maker and
provider. Continue this playlist and be reminded of God’s faithfulness through all
15
seasons before ending with songs of worship and adoration to our God.
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 19th February
Overview of the week
Luke 6:1-16
Big Idea
Jesus replaces the old rule of law with the new rule of love
Memory Verse
Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
Luke 6:5
Suggested Activities
Research and read the story of Eric Liddell. Consider how he understood Jesus to be Lord of the Sabbath and how that impacted his life
and choices.
Think about how you could use your Sabbath to do good, remember
the Lord and rest. Set aside time as a family to do this.
Resources
‘Son of Man Song’ (Emu Music – Album Meet the King)
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DAY 1
Reading:
Luke 6:1 – 11
Exodus 20:8 – 11 (cf: Ex 31:13, Dt 5:15, Isaiah 58:13 – 14)
Key Point:
The Sabbath is a day for remembering that God made us, saves us and
sustains us.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does your/our Sabbath look like? Does it look like what God
created the Sabbath for?
2. What are some ways to remember Jesus, show mercy and do good
to others?
Prayer:
Pray that we would see the Sabbath as a gift from God and that we
would never forget God’s goodness to us in Jesus.

DAY 2
Reading:
Daniel 7:13 – 14 & Mark 10:45
Key Point:
Jesus called himself the ‘Son of Man’ to show that he has come with
a special mission to rescue God’s people and that he is the powerful,
glorious king promised in Daniel 7.
Discussion Questions:
1. Why does Jesus call himself the Son of Man?
2. What other names is Jesus known by? What do these names tell us
about Jesus?
3. If Jesus has authority, glory and power how should we respond to
him?
Prayer:
Thank God that he sent Jesus to rescue and that he is Lord of all things.
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DAY 3
Reading:
1 Samuel 21:2 – 6 & Luke 6: 1 - 5
Key Point:
Jesus cares about our heart attitude and doing what is good. He is Lord
of the Sabbath which means that he created it and is in charge of it.
Discussion Questions:
1. From this story what does Jesus think is most important for his
followers?
2. Why would the Pharisees have a problem with what Jesus’ disciples
were doing?
3. Why did Jesus not have a problem with what the disciples were
doing?
4. Why is it better to let God be in charge rather than us?
Prayer:
That we would have the right attitude before God and that we would let
God be in charge of all aspects of our life.

DAY 4
Reading:
Luke 6:6 – 11
Key Point:
The Sabbath is in place for the good of us and others.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is lawful on the Sabbath?
2. What does the healing of the man’s hand tell us about Jesus?
3. How should we respond to Jesus?
4. How should we use our Sabbath?
Prayer:
Pray that we would seek to do good
18
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DAY 5
Reading:
Luke 6:12 – 16
Key Point:
Jesus chooses 12 apostles after having spent a night praying. The 12
Apostles were men chosen by Jesus to fulfil a particular role building
his church.
Discussion Questions:
1. Who did Jesus choose to be his apostles?
2. What information do we find out about some of these apostles from
the passage in Luke 6?
3. What is the difference between a disciple and an apostle?
4. What does it mean for us to be disciples of Jesus?
Prayer:
Pray that we would be faithful disciples of Jesus.

Summary of the week
Head – Jesus brings in a new rule of love
Heart – Our attitude toward others should be loving
Hands – We need to demonstrate love and mercy to
others
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Luke 6:17-26

Sunday 25th February
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his
disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from
Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure
spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was
coming from him and healing them all.
20 Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you,
when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward
in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
24 “But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,
for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
21
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 26th February
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 3:1-6

Day 2 – Hebrews 3:7-15

Day 3 – Hebrews 3:16-4:5
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Day 4 – Hebrews 4:6-13

Day 5 – Luke 6:27-38

(Day 6 – Psalm 2)
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Home Group Study
Luke 6:17-26

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1. Read v20-26. Describe the differences between the two groups (think
in terms of their experience now and their experience in the future)..

2. Is Jesus saying that all poor people will experience the blessings of
God, and that all rich people will suffer condemnation? If not, how do
we make sense of these verses? Is there another factor which we need
to consider?

3. Will the life of every Christian resemble v20-22, and the life of every
non-Christian resemble v24-26? In what way are these descriptions
generally true of the two groups?

4. Summarise the truth Jesus is teaching in v20-26 in a short phrase.
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HEART

5. What comfort can you draw from knowing that Jesus and his first
followers were treated like this?

6. John Piper says that, “Envy is a universal threat to our joy and to our
concern for other people.” Why is envying those outside the Kingdom
so inappropriate? In what ways do you find it most tempting to envy the
lives of unbelievers?

7. Do you expect that the pattern of your life will be suffering now, glory
later? Or do you expect some other arrangement?

8. What will it take for you to rejoice and leap for joy (v23) when you are
hated, excluded, insulted and rejected for the sake of Christ (v22)?

HANDS

9. How can we help one another not to be drawn into the options that
lead to ‘woe’?

Prayer suggestion
Ask the Holy Spirit to be reshaping you heart and mind so that what you
consider desirable and successful and worthwhile is in line with God’s
perspective on these things. Thank God that Jesus walked the path of
suffering now, glory later for us and our salvation.
25
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 26th February
Overview of the week
Luke 6:17-26
Big Idea
God’s kingdom does not measure blessedness by worldly standards
Memory Verse
“Looking at his disciples, he said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God’.” Luke 6:20
Suggested Activities
Read about the life of the 12 Apostles and find our more information
about each one. You might like to find out what they did once Jesus
returned to heaven?
Look at a map of the ancient world and see where all of the people in
Luke 6:17 came from and where those places are today (hint: google
images ‘Bible map of Tyre and Sidon’)
For older children: Go to Voice of the Martyrs website and read testimonies of Christians who have suffered for following Jesus.
Resources
Voice of Martyrs website.
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DAY 1
Reading:
Luke 6:17 – 19
Key Point:
Jesus‘ power and authority is clearly seen through his teaching and
healing miracles.
Discussion Questions:
1. What sort of miracles did Jesus perform?
2. Why did people come to Jesus for healing?
3. What do these verses tell us about Jesus?
Prayer:
Thank God that Jesus is God and has the power to heal.

DAY 2
Reading:
Luke 6: 20 - 23
Key Point:
God’s kingdom is not always what we expect.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does blessing mean?
2. Who are the people who Jesus considers to be blessed?
3. Why might this be surprising?
4. Why does Jesus consider them to be a blessing?
Prayer:
Pray that we would seek God’s blessing rather than worldly comforts or
pleasures.
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DAY 3
Reading:
Luke 6: 23
Key Point:
God’s people are able to rejoice in their present day suffering because
they know that they will ultimately be rewarded in eternity when Christ
returns.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does it mean to rejoice in that day (of suffering)?
2. What makes it possible to rejoice in suffering?
3. What is our reward in heaven?
4. In what ways do we suffer for following Jesus?
Prayer:
That in our suffering we would rejoice. That Jesus would return soon.

DAY 4
Reading:
James 1:2 – 4
Key Point:
True blessing is seen in maturing in your faith, which often comes
through suffering.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is the right response to suffering?
2. What does suffering or trial produce?
3. Why could suffering be seen as a blessing?
Prayer:
That in our suffering we would persevere and mature in our faith.

28

THE UNEXPECTED K ing

DAY 5
Reading:
Luke 6: 24 – 26
Key Point:
This section is a warning to those who have plenty to not make this our
focus or more important that following Jesus.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does the word woe mean?
2. Who are the people Jesus is waring?
3. Why might this be surprising?
4. Why does Jesus consider these things to be a danger?
Prayer:
Pray that we would not make our own comfort or world pleasures more
important than following Jesus.

Summary of the week
Head – Jesus brings in a new rule of love
Heart – Our attitude toward others should be loving
Hands – We need to demonstrate love and mercy to others
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Luke 6:37-38
Sunday 4th March

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone
takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31
Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those
from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because
he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
31
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 5th March
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 4:14-5:10

Day 2 – Hebrews 5:11-6:8
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Day 3 – Hebrews 6:9-20

Day 4 – Hebrews 7:1-10

Day 5 – Luke 6:39-49

(Day 6 – Psalm 3)
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Home Group Study
Luke 6:27-38

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1. Many of us probably don’t have enemies who curse and mistreat us,
but there are still likely to be people in our lives who dislike or even hate
us, and see us as their opponents. Who are the people in your life who
fall into this category? Are there groups of people who might consider
our church, or Christians in general, as their enemies?

2. Read v27-36. Make a list the things Jesus says ordinary sinners will
do for one another, and then compare it to a list of the things followers
of Jesus will do.

3. If we are to do good to those who cannot or will not repay, whom
must we look to for our reward (v35-36)? What does this look like in
practice (keeping in mind when Jesus says we will receive this reward)?

4. How does this call to radical love for your enemies relate to the
message of the gospel itself?
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HEART

5.This love-for-enemies-lifestyle will be costly and scary. What specific
fears cause you to hesitate from fully obeying Jesus’ commands here?

6. How does a person come to be capable of showing this sort of love
for their enemies? Is it a spiritual gift that some Christians have and
others don’t? How can we develop a greater desire to practice this sort
of love?

7. Reflect on your own heart. Are you still harbouring grudges, bitterness
or hatred toward others? Are you selfishly hoarding the blessings that
God has given you? Or, by God’s grace, are you patient, forgiving and
kind towards your opponents, and open-handed with your money and
possessions? Share some of your reflections with the group and pray for
one another.

HANDS

8. What is one way that your home group could show love to someone
(or to a group of people) without expecting something in return? Make
plans to do that as a group.

Prayer suggestion
Praise God that whilst we were still his enemies he sent his Son to die for
us. Ask him to help us overflow with love and grace towards all people,
so that the glory of the gospel would be seen by all.
35
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 5th March
Overview of the week
Luke 6:27-38
Big Idea
Citizenship in God’s kingdom is marked by indiscriminate, unconditional
love for all
Memory Verse
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:31
Suggested Activities
Choose one person or family you know and choose one thing you can
do to show kindness to them. Are they new to the area or group? Invite
them for a meal or to a park for a play. Are they sick of injured? Cook for
them, look after their kids for an afternoon, or help with their laundry.
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DAY 1
Reading:
Luke 6:27 - 31
Key Point:
Love your enemies.
Discussion Questions:
1. Who are our enemies?
2. How are we to love our enemies?
3. Why is this surprising?
4. Think of some examples of how Jesus did this?
5. Think of some practical ways you can love your enemies?
Prayer:
Pray that God would help us to love our enemies.

DAY 2
Reading:
Luke 6:31
Key Point:
Jesus has just been challenging his followers to love their enemies. In
this context Jesus encourages them to treat others as they would want
to be treated themselves.
Discussion Questions:
1. How do you like to be treated?
2. How then should we treat others?
3. Why is this so hard for us to do?
Prayer:
Prayer that God would help us treat others as Jesus commands.
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DAY 3
Reading:
Luke 6:32- 35 & Romans 5:8
Key Point:
It is easy to love those who love and care for you. Even wicked people
love like this. Jesus wants us to have a different kind of love. A love that
loves without expecting anything in return. Jesus provides the greatest
example of this kind of love in dying to save us even while we were
sinners and living in opposition to him.
Discussion Questions:
1. Why do we find it hard to love those who are not kid to us or treat
us badly?
2. Why does Jesus want us to show them great love?
3. What does verse 35 tell us about how to love our enemies?
4. Why should do we not need to expect anything in return?
5. How is Jesus the greatest example of this kind of love?
Prayer:
Pray that we would love like Jesus.

DAY 4

Reading:
Luke 6: 36 & Ephesians 2:4 - 5
Key Point:
God has shown us great mercy. The greatest example of this is Jesus
dying in our place on the cross. We need to show mercy like Jesus does.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is mercy? What does it mean to be merciful?
2. How has God been merciful to us?
3. How can we show mercy to others?
Prayer:
Pray that we would truly understand God mercy to us in Jesus. Pray that
we might show mercy to others.
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DAY 5
Reading:
Luke 6:37 – 38
Key Point:
Jesus instructs us to be people who do not judge but forgive others.
God is ultimately the judge of all things.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does it mean to judge others?
2. How should we respond when others do the wrong thing?
3. Who has the right to judge?
Prayer:
Pray that we might be able to forgive those who sin against us and trust
that God will judge fairly.

Summary of the week
Head – God’s people live lives characterised by love
Heart – Have an attitude of love
Hands – Be generous and show mercy toward others
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LOVING YOUR ENEMIES:
The true story of Pastor Suta

When Pastor Suta arrived at a Hindu village and started telling the local
people about Jesus, he was turned away and warned to never return.
Four days later he came back, and was spotted by a man who had been
busy celebrating the engagement of a young couple in the village. He
pulled him aside and confronted him “Why did you come back? Why?
I told you, we are a Hindu village. We only practice Hindu! Why did
you come back? We don’t want your Jesus! We will not listen to your
message!” and he started to beat Satu there on the streets.
Some other local men saw this and they began to beat him too,
throwing punches and kicking him on the ground till he was bruised,
bleeding and almost unconscious. Leaving his bag with his bible and
gospel tracts behind, they picked him up and dragged him through the
streets to the outskirts of the village where they threw his body into a
huge ditch, about 15 feet deep, and they left him there.
But a young boy found Suta’s bag and collected up all its scattered
papers.
Later that night, the man who started the beatings was sitting at
home with his wife. “What’s wrong?” she asked. “You look troubled”.
“I warned him not to spread his message about Jesus” he replied “but
he wouldn’t listen. We beat him. I can’t believe I did that. I don’t know if
he’s still alive or if we beat him to his death”. “You need to go and check
on him,” urged his wife “Get up and go”. So he did.
Late that night he returned to the pit and called out to Suta below. But
there was no reply. So he climbed down into the pit to check on him.
Suta was badly injured, but he was still breathing. So the man found
a way to lift him up out of the pit and carried him back to his house.
His wife prepared some broth for him and they tended to his cuts and
wounds and he rested there that night.
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The next day, the boy who had found Suta’s bag and his bible ran to
the man’s place with his belongings and handed them to him before
running away again.
“What shall we do with him?” asked his wife as she watched Suta resting
on the bed. “When he is better, we’ll let him leave” replied the man, as
he slowly peered through the bag “If his God is real, he will look after
him”. Suta smiled a weak smile from his bed. After some time, Suta
recovered and was sent away. But four days after leaving the village, he
returned back to them again, for Suta was insistent that the men who
beat him learnt about Jesus.
Today, the man and his wife are Christians, and Suta is the Pastor of their
local church in the village.
“When you pray for the persecuted” said the man, “Please remember
to also pray for those who persecute. For us, it may be the only way we
will see the love of God”.
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Luke 6:39-49
Sunday 11th March

39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not
both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who
is fully trained will be like their teacher.
41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see
the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye,
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or
grapes from briers. 45 A good man brings good things out of the good stored
up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his
heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice,
I will show you what they are like. 48 They are like a man building a house,
who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the
torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49
But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a
man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the
torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 12th March
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 7:11-19

Day 2 – Hebrews 7:20-28
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Day 3 – Hebrews 8:1-6

Day 4 – Hebrews 8:7-13

Day 5 – Luke 7:1-17

(Day 6 – Psalm 4)
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Home Group Study
Luke 6:39-49

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1. Jesus concludes this teaching section by explaining four wordpictures which contrast two groups of people. Fill out the table below,
explaining who the bad example and the good example are in each
section, as well as the point of the image.
Good example

What is the meaning?

v46-49

v43-45

v41-42

v39-40

Bad example

2. Summarise the meaning of this section in a short sentence.
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HEART

3. Jesus is teaching that life in his Kingdom is marked by real obedience
to his words. Some of us respond better to positive encouragement
towards obedience (“a carrot”), but some of us respond better to
warnings about disobedience (“a stick”). Which of Jesus’ word-pictures
here resonates most with you? Why?

4. Write out in your own words why you want to live a life of obedience
to the Lord Jesus. Share with the group if you are willing.

HANDS

5. Think back over the last 3 weeks of this series. Have you been putting
in to practice the words you’ve been hearing Jesus say?

6. Jesus points out the folly of calling him “Lord” but then not really
doing what he says. Do you see that folly play out in your life at times?
In what area of your life do you most need to start doing what Jesus
says and truly make him Lord rather than just calling him that?

Prayer suggestion
The best response to these instructions of Jesus may be confession.
Spend some time in quiet personal reflection, confessing to the Lord
our failure to live out the values of his Kingdom, and our preoccupation
with other people’s “specks”. And then give thanks, remembering that
if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 12th March
Overview of the week
Luke 6:39-49
Big Idea
Citizens in God’s kingdom are obedient to Jesus’ words
Memory Verse
“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.”
Luke 6:43
Suggested Activities
Sing as a family the song ‘Wise Man Foolish Man’ song (after study 5) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM
Choose one of the images from this weeks passages (eg: tree or house)
and paint / draw a picture with your child(ren)
Resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM
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DAY 1
Reading:
Luke 6:39
Key Point:
The point of this time is not to focus on the passage but to set up the
parables Jesus tells in the following verses. Jesus told many parables
to explain his teachings. Parables are earthly stories with heavenly
meanings. He told these parables so that only those who he wanted
to understand would understand his meaning. He often used examples
and illustrations from his day.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is a parable?
2. Can you think of parables that Jesus told?
3. Why did Jesus use parables to teach?
Prayer:
Pray that we would have ears to hear and understand Jesus’ teachings.

DAY 2
Reading:
Luke 6:39 - 40
Key Point:
We need to listen to Jesus our teacher so that we can be like him.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is the problem with the blind person leading someone?
2. What does Jesus mean by being blind here?
3. Who should we be lead by?
4. What is the point of being lead?
Prayer:
That we would follow Jesus leading and become like him.
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DAY 3
Reading:
Luke 6:41 – 42
Key Point:
We not to be hypocritical in the way we correct others. We should
examine our own hearts and actions first.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is the difference between a spec and a plank?
2. What is Jesus telling us to when we see sin in others?
3. Why should we look at our own sin first?
4. Is it right or wrong to correct someone who is sinning? (older children)
Prayer:
Pray that we would not be hypocrites and that we would look to correct
our own sin first.

DAY 4
Reading:
Luke 6: 43 – 45
Key Point:
Our actions reflect our heart attitude. The way we speak, act, and
behave toward others is a reflection of what we truly think and feel.
Discussion Questions:
1. What does bad fruit on a tree tell us about the tree?
2. What do our actions tell us about our heart?
3. How can we change our actions?
4. How can we change our heart attitude?
Prayer:
Pray that God would give us a heart after his own.
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DAY 5
Reading:
Luke 6:46 – 49
Key Point:
We need to be people who hear God’s word and put it into action.
Discussion Questions:
1. What was wrong with the foolish man’s house?
2. How can we be like the wise man?
3. What should be our foundation?
4. If our foundation is on the teachings of Jesus how can we put that
into action?
Prayer:
Pray that we would be like the wise man and put God’s word into action.

Summary of the week
Head – We need to obey Jesus because he is King
Heart – Trust and listen to Jesus
Hands – Obey Jesus in all things
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Luke 7:1-17
Sunday 18th March

1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he
entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued
highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some
elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When
they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to
have you do this,5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.”
6 So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him:
“Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my
roof.7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that
one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in
Israel.”10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found
the servant well.
11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and
a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a
dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a
widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw
her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”
14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the
bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead
man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.
16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has
appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This
news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 19th March
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 9:1-10

Day 2 – Hebrews 9:11-22
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Day 3 – Hebrews 9:23-28

Day 4 – Hebrews 10:1-10

Day 5 – Luke 7:18-35

(Day 6 – Psalm 5)
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Home Group Study
Luke 7:1-17

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1. Which part of these events surprises you the most? Why?

2. We’ve already learned that Jesus is opening his Kingdom up to a
‘new Israel’ (6:12-16). What light do these events shed on that plan?

3. Read Luke 4:16-21. Luke wants us to recognise that the events in
7:1-17 are a foretaste of the blessings of the Kingdom. To what extent
do we experience the blessings of Jesus’ kingdom in this life?

4. Read 1 Kings 17:7-24. What similarities and differences do you notice
with Luke 7:11-17? What point is Luke trying to make with this deliberate
comparison?

HEART

5. In these verses Jesus shows extraordinary compassion towards those
in need. When you are in need, is your first instinct to approach your
compassionate Lord for help and mercy? If not, why not?
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6. Do you think it is possible (or common) for people to consider
themselves Christians, but to only have mere respect for Jesus (v16)
rather than saving faith (v9)? What would this look like in someone’s life?

7. Jesus doesn’t want fans; he wants faith. How do you know if you have
true faith in Jesus?

HANDS

8. We often think of faith in Jesus as only relating to our final salvation,
but a genuine faith establishes a living relationship which effects every
aspect of your life. What does it look like for you to have faith in Jesus:
- In your home?

- In your workplace?

- With your health?

- With your finances?

Prayer suggestion
This passage reminds us that Jesus is the one with power over our
enemies, and the only one who can undo our brokenness and bring
healing. Pray for Jesus to give you grace to meet your need, and ask
God to strengthen your faith in him.
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 19th March
Overview of the week
Luke 7:1 - 17
Big Idea
The power of God is present in Jesus and demands we respond with
faith
Memory Verse
“When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the
crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such a great
faith even in Israel’.” Luke 7:9
Suggested Activities
Use lego blocks or craft materials to build some bridges, and test their
strength by placing different items on top. Alternatively, on a bush walk
with your family to somewhere with a bridge. Walk over the bridge,
jump up and down, and test your trust in the engineers and builders.
Talk about how Jesus can be trusted, and how our actions show that we
trust Jesus. For example, obeying what Jesus tells us rather than whatever our friends are doing shows that we trust Jesus.
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DAY 1
Reading:
Luke 7:1 – 10
Key Point:
The Centurion had such great faith. He knew he didn’t need Jesus to
see or touch his servant but he knew Jesus had such authority that he
could heal his servant just at his word.
Discussion Questions:
1. What problem does the centurion have?
2. Why does the Centurion seek Jesus to help him out with his problem?
3. How does he show Jesus is able to fix his problem?
4. Do we have faith in Jesus like the centurion did?
Prayer:
Pray that we might have faith in Jesus like the Centurion’s.

DAY 2
Reading:
Luke 7:1 – 10
Key Point:
Jesus has authority over sickness and has the power to heal.
Discussion Questions:
1. How does Jesus fix the Centurion’s problem?
2. What does this tell us about Jesus?
3. How does this story show us that Jesus is God?
Prayer:
Thanks God that he has authority and power of sickness.
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DAY 3
Reading:
Luke 7:11 - 17
Key Point:
Jesus shows great compassion to the widow, raising her son to life. The
widow have no husband or son would be left in poverty – so the death
of her only son is tragic both on an emotional level but also economic
level.
Discussion Questions:
1. What was happening when Jesus arrived in in Nain?
2. What did the death of her only son mean for the widow?
3. What was Jesus response to the widow’s situation?
4. What does this tell us about Jesus?
Prayer:
That God that he is a gracious and compassionate God.

DAY 4
Reading:
Luke 7:11 - 17
Key Point:
Jesus raising the son to life shows not only his compassion but also his
power and authority over death.
Discussion Questions:
1. What miracle does Jesus do?
2. What Jesus do to raise the son from the dead?
3. What does this tell us about Jesus?
4. If Jesus has the power to raise people from the dead how does this
help us trust in Jesus?
Prayer:
Thank God that he has the power over death.
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DAY 5
Reading:
Luke 7:16 – 17 & Matthew 16:13 - 20
Key Point:
In these verses we see the response of the people to Jesus’ miracle of
raising the widow’s son from the dead. The people respond with awe
and praise. They call him a great prophet and recognise God has sent
him to help his people. Jesus is more than a prophet - he is God. Our
response should be one of awe and praise.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is the people’s response to Jesus’ miracle in Luke 7:16 - 17?
2. What does it mean to call Jesus a great prophet?
3. How his Jesus more than a prophet (Matt 16:13 – 20)?
4. What should our response to Jesus be?
Prayer:
Thank God that he sent Jesus to help his people. Pray that our response
would be to love and praise him.

Summary of the week
Head – Jesus is Lord of all things
Heart – Trust Jesus as Lord
Hands – Our actions need to show our trust in Jesus
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FAITH

by Grace Jones
For me, it’s always been pretty easy to claim that I put my faith in Jesus.
I was raised in a church-attending, God-fearing family and, in my head,
faith really is the most logical position to hold: The story of the gospel
offers a hope more profound, a joy more lasting and answers more
satisfying than anything else I’ve ever found in the world. Jesus’ light is
the most convincing and comprehensive response to the darkness I’ve
ever encountered.
And yet, there are times when faith just feels like more of an inconvenience
than a privilege. At other times, my faith is dry and shrivelled, barely
there at all… I have every reason to put my faith in Jesus. I claim that my
identity is in Christ, that the story of my life is but a single thread of a far
greater tapestry that is God’s story. And yet, in the day-to-day routines
of life, I’m ashamed to admit that I can be something of a functional
atheist. I can easily go days, even weeks, without really connecting my
life to the life I have in him. Why is that?
Sometimes I incorrectly think of God as a high-maintenance friend who
I have to consistently make time for. At other times I incorrectly think of
him as an old friend I haven’t seen in years, and we’ll just pick up right
where we left off. But our relationship with God isn’t like this. God is not
needy and high maintenance. He’s not relying on us to somehow feel
loved, validated or fulfilled. He remains as rich and wonderful whether
we choose to relate to him or not. However, we are designed to be
connected to him, so it’s no wonder that when we don’t plug into that
relationship, we feel the negative effects.
It feels like a cliché response, but I’m coming to understand that
spending time in God’s word, and in prayer and meditation, really is the
best medicine a stale or weak faith. It’s a wonderful paradox that the
more I know about the Lord, the more I want to know about the Lord,
and the more time I spend with him, the more time I want to spend with
him.
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In Luke 7, through the stories of
the centurion and the widow, we’re
challenged to consider if we have
a true faith in the Lord Jesus, or if
what we have is simply a respect
or an interest in him. I know that,
despite having an abundance of
reasons to confidently put my
faith in Jesus, in reality I can act
like an atheist. It’s not about being
legalistic or becoming rigid about
investing in the spiritual disciplines
of Bible reading and prayer, but
when I look back over my life, you
can bet that the times when I wasn’t
investing in time with God were
also the times when my faith was
weak and I was living without any
or connection with or submission
to God at all.

There are plenty of ways to
spend time with God. What I
most enjoy is:
- Going for long walks along
the beach (my happy place!)
listening to Christian worship
music
- Journaling my prayers. For
me, praying in my head or with
others isn’t nearly as earnest and
cathartic as when I physically
write down my prayers. It’s an
embarrassing and excellent
thing to read back over dozens
of books filled with prayers and
see how faithful our great God
is.
- Regular church attendance and
taking notes during the sermon.
This helps me to concentrate
and process and remember the
message.
- Regularly studying the Bible
on my own. This has often been
a struggle for me, as I lack the
discipline, but it is something I
am working on.

Faith in Jesus does require a bit
of a leap, but it is not a free fall.
It’s not risky and uncertain and
irrational. It’s the logical response
to the truths of the Bible, truths
that demand that we actually trust
in him for our very lives. And it’s
much easier to put your trust in
someone if you know them. So go, spend some time with God. Find an
approach that resonates with you and regularly nestle into it. You won’t
regret it. Time spent with God is never time wasted, and the more you
do it, the more you’ll want to do it.
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Luke 7:18-35
Sunday 25th March

18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?”
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you
to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”
21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and
evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.
23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes?
No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26
But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John;
yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words,
acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by
John. 30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose
for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.)
31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people of this
generation? What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the
marketplace and calling out to each other:
“‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
and you did not cry.’
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35
But wisdom is proved right by all her children.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
65

LUKE

Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 26th March
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 10:11-18

Day 2 – Hebrews 10:19-31
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Day 3 – Hebrews 10:32-39

Day 4 – Hebrews 11:1-12

Day 5 – 1 Corinthians 15:20-21

(Day 6 – Psalm 6)
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Home Group Study
Luke 7:18-35

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?

HEAD

1.In v18-20 we see John the Baptist, a truly godly man, puzzled by Jesus
and doubtful of his identity. Does it surprise you to see John having
doubts? What doubts do you struggle with, or have you struggled with
in the past?

2. In v21-23 what does Jesus say about how people should respond
when puzzled by him and what he is doing? What lessons does this have
for us?

3. What does Jesus mean that “the one who is least in the kingdom of
God is greater than [John]” (v28)? How does God measure greatness?
What does this show about our privileged place in salvation history?

4. From v31-34, what does Jesus diagnose as the heart of the problem
with “this generation”? Do you see this same attitude present today?
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HEART

5. Jesus’ point in v24-27 seems to be that John really did usher in the
arrival of God’s promised King, and that salvation therefore really is
available today! Do you live with a daily awareness of the possibility of
salvation for anyone who will put their faith in Jesus? What is hard about
remembering this?

6. Many will not accept Jesus for who he is, but those who do will be
vindicated (v31-35). How does this encourage you in a world which
largely ignores Jesus?

HANDS

7. Jesus’ reply to John’s disciples indicates that he wants people to have
certainty about him. What could you do to resolve your doubts? Where
could you find answers? Share possible solutions a group.

8. Jesus may not fit our expectations, and the life he calls us to live may
not be what we imagined, but we must follow Jesus on his terms if we
are to follow him at all. What area of your life do you need to start living
on Jesus’ terms?

Prayer suggestion
Thank God that you live this side of the Cross, and that you have seen
the fulfilment of God’s great salvation plan. Ask God to reveal the
identity of Jesus to the people in your life who do not yet know him.
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Family Discipleship Time
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 26th March
Leading Up to Easter
Easter is a really special time in the life of Christians. It is a time when
we remember and give thanks for the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. It is really important that Children understand the significance
and meaning of Easter. To help your family think and prepare for Easter
here are a few things you might like to consider doing:
Focus on the story – Read the Easter story in the Bible (e.g. Luke 22–
24), or in a children’s Bible (e.g. The Jesus Storybook Bible) and re-enact
the story with toys.
Resurrection eggs – Make or buy a set of resurrection eggs. Each
plastic egg contains a symbol to help tell the story of Easter – the last
one being empty to symbolise the empty tomb.
Host a Passover meal – making the connections to how elements of
the meal point to Jesus.
Make an Easter tree – Decorate a branch with Easter decorations
including some which have key Easter Bible verses on them. You could
make the decorations with your children.
Bake – Bake some hot cross buns, or Google search ‘Easter story
cookies recipe’.

We have curated an Easter themed Spotify playlist for you here:
http://spoti.fi/2rVU1n5
Jesus has come. He has died on our behalf, taking on the wrath of God that was
reserved for us. More than that, he has RISEN, defeating death once and for all,
offering us life-changing salvation. This playlist is a celebration of these truths,
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taking us from Good Friday through to Easter Sunday.

THE UNEXPECTED K ing

71

LUKE

1 Corinthians 15:20-21
Sunday 1st April

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 2nd April
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 11:13-22

Day 2 – Hebrews 11:23-31
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Day 3 – Hebrews 11:32-40

Day 4 – Hebrews 12:1-13

Day 5 – Acts 2:1-13

(Day 6 – Psalm 7)
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Acts 2

Sunday 8th April
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8
Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much
wine.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 9th April
Reflection questions:
- What do I learn about God’s character and his will for creation?
- What do I learn about humanity’s sinfulness and my own?
- How is Jesus described and glorified?
- What emotions does this passage evoke?
- How does God want me to change my thinking and actions?

Day 1 – Hebrews 12:14-24

Day 2 – Hebrews 13:4-14
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Day 3 – Hebrews 13:15-25

Day 4 – Hebrews 12:25-13:3

Day 5 – Acts 2:14-47

(Day 6 – Psalm 8)
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SERIES HANDBOOK TEAM
Mark Roberts
Brad Parsons
Grace Jones
Sarah Lainson
Simon Lainson
Andres Barahona
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