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From Rod Bayley...
Dear WBC,

As we commence term 2 of 2018 there is an awareness that a season of
change will unfold in the next few months, as Joel finishes up in June as
our 6pm pastor. For those of us who find change difficult, we need to
be reminded of God’s comfort and provision at such points of transition.
Though struck by our own loss, we need to also give thanks for Joel’s
ministry and the way God has led them as a family to this new chapter,
and pray too for their adjustment. In the short-term, Mark will lead the
6pm service in the second half of this year and ensure that this growing
congregation will have continued pastoral attention. Our elders have
begun praying for the person that God will raise up to serve our evening
congregation, and we have great confidence in His sovereign plan for
our church. We invite you to pray with us, knowing that God has met all
our needs for 86 years and will continue to supply us with the leaders
we need.
We are continuing our studies in Luke’s gospel, as we work through
chapters 8 and 9. Through both the sermons on a Sunday, and the
Home Groups that will follow, we will see that Jesus is the King who
saves. These central themes of Christ’s identity and his actions dominate
this section, as we see the nature of his authority and the rescue that he
brings.
He overcame nature, exorcised demons, healed diseases, and raised
the dead to show he could overcome every type of enemy that opposes
humanity. He is also the one who brings forgiveness and calls disciples.
In addition, he prepared his disciples for the journey of salvation by
showing them that glory was reached only after suffering.
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This is what Jesus did, but what did he want people to do in response? He
calls sinners to repent and to take up their cross daily as they follow him.
Luke reveals various responses from those who reject God’s way, to those
who hesitate to respond, and those who respond with varying degrees
of commitment. In doing so we also see what values and priorities can
prevent people from responding to Jesus. At the centre of the Father’s
plan stands Jesus – He is the one who is to be trusted and followed. The
better we know our Saviour, the better we can understand his purposes
for our lives and deepen our walk as his disciples. My prayer is that you
will be blessed this term as you meet with your home groups and grow
in your desire to respond wholeheartedly to Christ.
Yours in Christ,
Rod
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How to use
this book

Church
Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to
church so you can write down sermon notes in the space
provided, and answer the reflection questions.

Personal Devotions
Use the suggested readings and reflection questions to
develop a habit of reading the Bible daily. Remember to
pray about what you read, asking God to shape you to
be more like Jesus.

Home Groups
Let the Bible studies guide you and your home group
towards applying and responding to the truth of God’s
Word.
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Daily Reading Guide
“Who among the gods is like you, LORD?
Who is like you—majestic in holiness,
awesome in glory, working wonders?”
Exodus 20:11

In the book of Exodus, God introduces himself to the Israelites. “I Am
Who I Am”, he says, then stretches out his mighty hand to save his
people and show them how he will be their God and they will be his
people.
By following this reading guide, you will read through the whole book of
Exodus this term, coming face-to-face with our powerful, personal God
as he chooses to reveal himself. Each week you’ll read four passages
from Exodus and then the upcoming passage from Luke for Sunday’s
sermon.
We hope that including only five readings per week will help you to
keep up, and not give up, if you get behind. (Reflecting on a Psalm each
week could be an excellent addition if you wish to read every day.)
One way to structure your personal Bible reading time is to:
1. Ask God to help you understand his word and to see yourself clearly.
2. Read through the passage and answer some (or all of) the general
questions suggested. Make some notes if you like.
3. Spend time praying to God in response to what you’ve read, praising
him and asking him to help you take practical steps to apply what you’ve
learnt.
We pray that God’s Word and his Spirit will penetrate your heart and
mind, reveal the truth about who he is and lead you to glorify him as
both your saviour and your Lord.
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Luke 8:22-39
Sunday 6th May

22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the
lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A
squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they
were in great danger.
24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to
drown!”
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided,
and all was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands
even the winds and the water, and they obey him.”
26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,[a] which is across the lake from
Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed
man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in
a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus
had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had
seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he
had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they
begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.
32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged
Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the
demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and
reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went out to
see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from
whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the
demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region
of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with
fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him,
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has
done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus
had done for him.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 7th May
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 1

Day 2 – Exodus 2
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Day 3 – Exodus 3

Day 4 – Exodus 4

Day 5 – Acts 18:1-28

(Day 6 – Psalm 9)
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Home Group Study
Luke 8:22-39

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. With the calming of the storm, Jesus’ humanity & divinity are both
on display. Why is this important? What difference does believing this
make to your life?

2. The story of the demon-possessed man reminds us of the reality
of the supernatural. How much are you aware of the spiritual world in
your daily life? How should the reality of the spiritual world shape your
prayers?

HEART

3. From time to time we all feel fear in the face of our own powerlessness.
What fears are you currently facing? What comfort can you draw from
Jesus’ actions in these stories?
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4. Re-read v37. Why do some people find Jesus’ power and authority
repulsive? Where have you seen this happen in your own life?

HANDS

5. In the second story, what has changed in the description of the man
from the beginning to the end of the story? Share with the group about
how knowing Jesus has changed you.

6. How could you foster the same reckless devotion to Jesus that the
demon-possessed man has at the end of the story (v38-39)?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Acts 18:1-3, 18-26
Sunday 13th May

1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to
see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and
worked with them.
…
18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and
sisters and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he
sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19
They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went
into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him
to spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised,
“I will come back if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When
he landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted the church and
then went down to Antioch. 23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul
set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region
of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 24 Meanwhile a Jew
named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed
in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak
boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him
to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.

14

THE UNEXPECTED K ing

Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 14th May
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 5:1-21

Day 2 – Exodus 5:22-7:13
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Day 3 – Exodus 7:14-8:32

Day 4 – Exodus 9

Day 5 – Luke 8:40-56

(Day 6 – Psalm 10)
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Home Group Study
Acts 18:1-3, 18-26

This week at home groups we are taking time out of our normal
schedule to pray for the mission of the gospel. As a gorup spend time
praying for WBC’s gospel partners listed below, and then answer
the questions at the end of this study and pray for opportunities to
participate in spreading the gospel

DISCUSS

What kinds of things should we pray for missionaries and those in
ministry?
What kinds of priorities do we see in such prayers in the Bible?

UNIVERSITY MINISTRIES

Matthew (& Evelyn) Meek: University of Wollongong (FOCUS)
Philip (& Miriam) Snelling: Macquarie University (FOCUS)
Scott (& Rachel) Adamson: Australian Universities (Power to
Change)
Pray for new teams / campuses – UOW & MU [AFES] Melbourne and
Townsville (PtC)
Pray for Adamsons move to the UK for 2019 to spearhead expansion
to new campuses.
Pray for Rachel homeschooling in UK and for India and Holly staying in
Australia.

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Samar Mikhael: Smith Hill High School (SRE Teacher)
Pray for the Christian lunchtime groups, particularly training senior
students to be leaders.
Pray for God to work in the hearts and lives of student to know him as
Lord and Saviour!
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CHURCH PLANTING MINISTRIES

Josh & Ali Reeve: Albania (European Christian Mission)
Pray for their first year Albanian language learning and deep
friendships.
Pray for their small church plant ministry involvement to be effective
long term ministry.
Milard & Joyce Sleiman: Lebanon (Global InterAction)
Pray for preparation for a second church plant in September – to
gather the harvest.
Pray for their kids Gabriella (Sydney Uni), Daniella (Wollongong Uni) &
Joel (Year 11).

CREATIVE MINISTRIES

Jordan & Rachel Milburn: NSW (QuizWorx)
Pray for puppet ministry to children in schools, churches and camps
across NSW.
Pray for leaders developing the new office in Brisbane and
adjustments in Sydney.
Jasmine NG: Chiang Mai, Thailand (Project Video)
Pray for preparations to launch ‘The Immersion’ a new mission
internship in June 2018.
Pray for Jasmine preparing for home assignment and the Thai office
staff in her absence.

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
- Share a story with the group about a time when God used you in the
spreading of his gospel.
- Who are the people in your life who you want to know Jesus?
- How could you work together as a group towards seeing these people
come to know Jesus?
- Pray for God to work in the lives of these people, and for him to help
you pursue gospel opportunities.
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Luke 8:40-56
Sunday 20th May

40 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all
expecting him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and
fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42 because his only
daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 And a woman was
there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could
heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and
immediately her bleeding stopped.
45 “Who touched me?” Jesus asked.
When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and
pressing against you.”
46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out
from me.”
47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling
and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had
touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48 Then he said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”
49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the
synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher
anymore.”
50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will
be healed.”
51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him
except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 Meanwhile,
all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said.
“She is not dead but asleep.”
53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But he took her by
the hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she
stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56 Her parents
were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.

20

THE UNEXPECTED K ing

Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 21 May
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 10:1-11:10

Day 2 – Exodus 12
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Day 3 – Exodus 13:1-16

Day 4 – Exodus 13:17-14:31

Day 5 – Luke 9:1-17

(Day 6 – Psalm 11)
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Home Group Study
Luke 8:40-56

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. This passage shows us an unvarnished picture of the pain and grief in
life. As you look around this world where do you see its brokenness most
clearly? Do you believe Jesus is the solution to all of the brokenness in
this world?

2. These events unfolded in a way that Jairus would not have desired.
When God doesn’t work to our timeline, how do we tend to respond?

HEART

3. Why might the woman have wanted her healing to be in private?
Have you ever wanted God’s power to change something in your life,
but felt hesitant to ask Him for it, or even hesitant to ask others to pray
with you for it? Why?
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4. What is it about Jesus in this passage that draws you towards asking
him for help?

HANDS

5. Look back over chapter 8. Is there anything outside of Jesus’ control?
What does this teach us about what we should do first when we face
difficulties in life? Are you living consistently with this?

6. Who do you know who needs physical healing? Spend time praying
for them.

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Luke 9:1-17
Sunday 27th May

1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and
authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out
to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take
nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt.
4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people
do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the dust off your feet as a
testimony against them.”6 So they set out and went from village to village,
proclaiming the good news and healing people everywhere.
7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was
perplexed because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead,
8 others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of
long ago had come back to life. 9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who,
then, is this I hear such things about?” And he tried to see him.
10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done.
Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called
Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed
them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who
needed healing.
12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd
away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food
and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.”
13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.”
They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we
go and buy food for all this crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there.)
But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty
each.”15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them.
Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken
pieces that were left over.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 28th May
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 15:1-21

Day 2 – Exodus 15:22-16:36
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Day 3 – Exodus 17

Day 4 – Exodus 18

Day 5 – Luke 9:18-27

(Day 6 – Psalm 12)
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Home Group Study
Luke 9:1-17

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. What does it take to be successful in ministry?

2. Should we expect to have the same abilities as these disciples? Are
we failures as disciples if we are unable to cast out demons and heal the
sick? How is our task of proclaiming the gospel even more glorious than
these miracles?

HEART

3. Our mission is to proclaim the gospel to the ends of the earth. How
do we make the same mistake as the disciples when faced with this
monumental task? What should our attitude be instead?

34

THE UNEXPECTED K ing
4. Consider the success which Jesus brings to the disciples’ efforts.
Do you find it easy to believe that Jesus is “able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine” (Eph 3:20)? What would such gospel
optimism look like?

HANDS

5. The emphasis of these passages is on Jesus’ ability to accomplish
amazing things through us. Do you find it easier to talk about Jesus’
power or the difficulty of the task ahead of us? Why?

6. What practical steps can you put in place to become more dependent
on God?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Luke 9:18-27
Sunday 3rd June

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he
asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”
19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day
be raised to life.”
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit
their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man
will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the
Father and of the holy angels.
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they
see the kingdom of God.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 4th June
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 19

Day 2 – Exodus 20
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Day 3 – Exodus 21

Day 4 – Exodus 22

Day 5 – Luke 9:28-36

(Day 6 – Psalm 13)
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Home Group Study
Luke 9:18-27

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. Peter’s understanding of Jesus’ identity was correct (v20), but it was
less than complete (c.f. Luke 9:44-45). How well do you know Jesus?
How can we make sure our understanding of Jesus is correct?

HEART

2. Following Jesus is fraught with challenges and distractions. Re-read
v25. How are you tempted to make this exchange?

3. Re-read v26. Are you ever ashamed of Jesus and his words? Why?
Spend some time imagining how it would feel to have Jesus be ashamed
of you on that final day. What makes a person unashamed of Jesus?
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4. Read Philippians 3:8. The Apostle Paul knew what it was to lose his
life in order to save it. Have you lost anything for the sake of following
Jesus? Is there anything you are afraid of letting go of?

HANDS

5.What does it look like to deny yourself? What do you do when you’re
tempted to value things more than Jesus, such as:
o Human approval?

o Honour?

o Comfort?

o Safety?

6. What would it look like for us as a Home Group community to be daily
laying down our lives for Jesus? What would change in our community?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Luke 9:28-36
Sunday 10th June

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance
of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.
31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment
at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they
became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33
As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This
is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken,
they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did
not tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 11th June
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 23

Day 2 – Exodus 24
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Day 3 – Exodus 25

Day 4 – Exodus 26

Day 5 – Acts 20:13-36

(Day 6 – Psalm 14)
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Home Group Study
Luke 9:28-36

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. Why is it important to know that Jesus’ “departure” (his death,
resurrection and ascension) was part of God’s plan? Do you ever doubt
this?

2. Have you ever had a “mountaintop experience”? (e.g. after a
Christian conference or beach mission) Describe it to the group. Like
Peter offering to build three tabernacles, we can often desire that these
experiences last for a much longer time. Is it realistic to expect a clear
sense of Jesus’ glory every day?

HEART

3. Although his method was wrong, Peter’s instincts were right – he
wanted to savour the glory of Jesus. What do you find most glorious
about Jesus?
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4. We all experience times when Jesus seems less than glorious. What
should we do when our hearts are not stirred by who Jesus is?

HANDS

5. God’s command to listen to Jesus means that we must obey and
follow him above all others. What other voices in your life influence the
way you think, feel and live?

6. How are you going at listening to your Lord? Are you regularly
spending time in God’s Word? Are there any changes you need to make
so that you are listening to Jesus enough?

7. In the Bible, a display of God’s glory always leads to reverence
and worship. What does it look like for us to worship Jesus in light
of his glory?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Acts 20:13-36
Sunday 17th June

50

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going
to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going
there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on
to Mitylene.15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Chios. The
day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at
Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in
the province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by
the day of Pentecost.
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When
they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with
you,from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord
with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the
plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach
anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from
house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing
what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit
warns methat prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my
life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the
task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of
God’s grace.
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching
the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I
am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim
to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock
of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your
own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples
after them.31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.
32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build
you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I
have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know
that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my
companions.35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work
we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It
is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed.
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 18th June
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 27

Day 2 – Exodus 28
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Day 3 – Exodus 29

Day 4 – Exodus 30:1-31:18

Day 5 – Luke 9:37-50

(Day 6 – Psalm 15)
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Luke 9:37-50
Sunday 24th June

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met
him.38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son,
for he is my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws
him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him
and is destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could
not.”
41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall
I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.”
42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him
back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.
While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples,44
“Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be
delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand what this
meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were
afraid to ask him about it.
46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the
greatest. 47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand
beside him. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me.For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”
49 “Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name
and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.”
50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 25th June
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 32:1-33:6

Day 2 – Exodus 33:7-23
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Day 3 – Exodus 34

Day 4 – Exodus 35:1-29

Day 5 – Luke 9:51-62

(Day 6 – Psalm 16)
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Home Group Study
Luke 9:37-50

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. Jesus’ criticism (v41) is directed towards his immature disciples who
lacked the faith to help this family. How do you see a lack of faith in the
lives of those who claim to follow Jesus today (including yourself)? Do
you view this failure as seriously as Jesus does?

2. The disciples fail to understand that Jesus’ mission is to rescue sinners
by dying for them. Undoubtedly, this is partly because they don’t want
this to be true. What truths about Jesus are hard for you to accept?
Why?

HEART

3. Is it wrong to have aspirations of success? What do you want to be
great in? How do you see yourself achieving that? How near or far is that
from the means of greatness that Jesus sets out for his disciples?
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4. The disciples’ failure to understand Jesus and his way of life reminds
us that we all still have much to learn. How can we bring an attitude of
teachability to the way we read the Bible and hear sermons?

HANDS

5. What would your serving look like if you forgot about your reputation
or wanting to be seen to serve?

6. Re-read v49-50. How should you respond to the success of others?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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Luke 9:51-62
Sunday 1st July

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely
set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples
James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down
from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56
Then he and his disciples went to another village.
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.”
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head.”
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say
goodbye to my family.”
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God.”
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Sermon Reflection Questions
- What was the main message of the passage?
- What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
- What difference will that make to me this week?
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Daily Reading Guide
WEEK BEGINNING

Monday 2nd July
Reflection Questions
- What is God revealing about himself?
- What do I learn about humanity and myself?
- How does this passage preempt God’s ultimate salvation plan
through Jesus?
- What does God want me to think/believe/desire/do?

Day 1 – Exodus 35:30-36:38

Day 2 – Exodus 37
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Day 3 – Exodus 38

Day 4 – Exodus 39

Day 5 – Exodus 40

(Day 6 – Psalm 17)
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Home Group Study
Luke 9:51-62

What stood out to you from the sermon this week? Why?
Is there anything in the passage that you still don’t understand?

HEAD

1. The disciples had grown up in the atmosphere of incredible hostility
between Jews and Samaritans, and had largely accepted the racial
worldview of their culture rather than their God. In what areas might we
find ourselves forming our worldview from our culture rather from God?

2. Jesus resolutely set his face toward the Cross. As well as being our
Saviour, Jesus is our example (see 1 Peter 2:21). What can we learn from
Jesus in his resoluteness to do the will of the Father, especially when it
includes suffering like it did for Jesus?

HEART

3. In v57-62, what are the three main barriers to discipleship that
Jesus exposes? Which of the three people do you most identify and
sympathise with? What excuses do you use to delay obedience to his
Word?
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4. Make a list of everything in your life that is important to you (family,
friends, job, etc.). After completing the list (limit to 10 things), write
Jesus’ name on the top. What would it look like for you to really give
these things over to Jesus? Which are the most difficult ones to prioritise?

5. Look back over the application points you were convicted about
during this series. By God’s help, which ones are you making progress
on? Which ones do you need to resolve to do better at?

In light of what God has taught me, this week I will…
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