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FROM PASTOR ROD BAYLEY
Dear WBC,
2019 brings a lot to look forward to as a church, as we continue to pursue our
mission: ‘To know Christ, and to make Him known.’ One of the main changes this
year is the arrival of the Davies family, as Ken commences as our Community
Pastor, overseeing our welcoming of newcomers and our Home Groups, amongst
other ministry priorities. We look forward to his ministry among us, and
encourage you to pray for him and his wife Kristy, along with their three children
Amelia, Joshua and Jasmine. Pray that they will settle into the Illawarra quickly,
and that God might strengthen them to serve among us faithfully.
In the first term this year we will be studying chapters 10 to 12 of Luke’s Gospel.
Through both the sermons on a Sunday, and the Home Groups that will follow,
we will see that Jesus is the Christ who brings both salvation and judgment. He
not only sends out disciples to proclaim the kingdom, but also announces woes
on the Pharisees and experts of the law and condemns the crowds who only
looked for signs. As Jesus himself states, He will bring division even within
families, as some respond in faith and others reject Him (Luke 12:49-53). He also
calls on believers to hear God’s word and obey it, to grow in prayerfulness, to
truly love their neighbour, to trust in God’s provision rather than storing up
earthly riches or worrying, and to be ready for Christ’s return. It is a challenging
section of the Gospel, which raises the eternal consequences of our response to
Jesus, and the commitment he expects from those who follow him.
My prayer is that this series will produce in you a longing to respond rightly to
Christ’s authority and to express that in a life of submission and devotion to him.
Let us heed the words of Jesus in this section: ‘Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and obey it’ (Luke 11:28). Such ongoing transformation is
dependent on God working in us, so let me encourage you to pray that God will
bring such conviction through His Spirit. We want to see changed hearts and
minds that lead to new actions for God’s glory, so pray that God might grow us as
a community of believers.
Yours in Christ,
Rod
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“Blessed rather
are those who hear
the word of God
and obey it”
Luke 11:28
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

1. KEEP IT WITH YOU
The reason this booklet is called a Series Handbook is because it’s a
resource not just for your time with your Home Group, but also for
taking notes during the sermons on Sunday, and shaping your prayer
throughout the week. Keep it with you throughout the series.

2. SERVANT NOT MASTER
The studies in this Series Handbook are a servant for your group not a
master. Each group will use them differently. That’s great. Discuss
together as a group how you’d like to approach the series.

3. HEAD, HEART, HANDS
One of the great advantages of doing Bible studies which are linked to
the sermons is the potential to integrate ‘head’ learning with ‘heart’
engagement, and ‘hands’ application. We want transformed heads and
hearts to lead to transformed lives. Give good attention to each aspect.
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4. PREPARE
A helpful Home Group member is one who: reads and thinks through
the passage beforehand; shares their answers as well as their life; and
listens thoughtfully and actively to what others have to say. Commit
yourself to the other members of your group by being there each week
and doing these three crucial things.

5. PRAY
A key way we respond to listening to God in His Word together is by
talking to Him together. It’s a vital part of our ministry to each other –
both when gathered as a Home Group and beyond that gathered time.
On the prayer page after each study there is space for you to record
the prayer points of members of your Home Group. There is also space
called personal prayer for you to reflect on things to pray about in your
own life as a result of what you have learnt this week. We would also
love you to pray for one or two of your unbelieving friends or family. It
would be great to discuss with your group during the first week some
unbelieving friends or family that you would like to pray for over the
course of the term.
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SERMON: LUKE 10:1-24
FEBRUARY 3 rd
1

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to
every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag
or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.
5

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is
there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking
whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to
house.
8

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you.9 Heal the sick who are
there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town
and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from
our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell
you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.
13

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you
had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for
you.15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.
16

“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects
me rejects him who sent me.” 17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the
demons submit to us in your name.”
18

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm
you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”
21

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 22 All things have
been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no
one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.”
23

Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you
see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see
it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 10:25-37
1. Where have we met the Samaritans in Luke’s Gospel prior to this story? How
have they been portrayed?

2. What do you know about the history of the Samaritans?

3. What is the primary question Jesus is answering?

4. What evidence is there in v25 & 29 that the expert in the law is not honestly
seeking the answer to his question, nor being honest with himself?

5. How would you describe the sort of care and love the Samaritan gives to the
bloodied and beaten Jewish man?

6. How is this story a challenge to the law expert’s question in v29?
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7. Is Jesus telling this story primarily to give an example to be copied, or to make
another point? If so, what point is he making? (hint: think about what Jesus has
taught about the needs of humanity e.g. Luke 5:32)

8. In what ways can you be tempted to “justify yourself” by placing limits on what
God is calling you to do? As you look to your neighbourhood, your workplace, or
your own family – are there ways that you have put a dividing line in place and
determined that your love will only go so far?

9. What is one practical way you can “be a neighbour” to those around you this
week?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 10:25-37
February 10 th
25

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’”
28

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

29

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he
was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went
away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to
an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?”
37

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

PAGE 10

SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 10:38 -11:13
1. To understand the Lord’s Prayer, we must understand some of the Old
Testament background. Read Ezekiel 36:16-38. In this passage Ezekiel is looking
forward to a time when God’s judgment on Israel (in the form of the exile) would
end. What is God’s chief concern here? What is He going to do about it?

2. According to Luke 9:27, 10:9 and 10:11, how far off was this new Kingdom?

3. What are the first two things Jesus tells his disciples to pray about (in v2)? What
are they ultimately a prayer for?

4. What are the two things Jesus tells his disciples to pray for in v4? What subject
lies at the heart of both these requests? Why does Jesus say so much about this
subject?

5. What is the point of the parable in v5-10? What does Jesus expect will be the
result of the disciples’ prayer?
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6. According to v13, what has Jesus been talking about in these verses all along?

7. If Jesus told his disciples to pray that God would keep His promise in Ezekiel
and give them His Spirit, and if that prayer was already answered (see Acts 2:1-4),
then should we still pray the Lord’s prayer in the same way? Why, or why not?

8. We saw how God’s name was dishonoured by the people of Israel. Now, with
our inclusion in the Spirit, all Christians are called to be people who “hallow” or
“make holy” God’s name. In other words, by the Spirit, our lives are meant to give
God a great reputation. How are you going with that? What needs to change?
What can you resolve to work on this week?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 10:38 -11:13
February 17 th
38

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman
named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet listening to what he said.40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations
that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister
has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
41

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many
things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is
better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
1

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2

He said to them, “When you pray, say:
“‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”

5

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight
and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come
to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t
bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up
and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and
give you as much as you need.
9

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 11:14-28
1. Read Isaiah 35. This passage looks forward to a time when God’s people will
come back to Zion in glory. What link do you notice between Luke 11:14 and the
signs of restoration in Isaiah 35?

2. In 11:14-16, what are the two ways that some of the Jews attack Jesus?

3. Beelzebul (or Baal-Zebub) was a pagan Philistine god worshipped during the
Old Testament times. The name had come to be used by the Jews to refer to
Satan. Read 2 Kings 1:1-6. What is the difference between the king in this story
and Jesus?

4. What are the two answers Jesus gives in 11:17-19 to the first of the crowd’s
accusations?

5. Having shown why the Jews are wrong in their analysis of what is happening,
what does Jesus say (in 11:20-22) is actually occurring?
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6. Not everybody will benefit from Jesus’ victory over Satan. According to 11:23
and 11:28, who will benefit? What implications do Jesus’ words in 11:23 and 11:28
have for you?

7. From v24-26, apparently just driving out an unclean spirit is not enough. What
bigger goal does Jesus have? (See v13)

8. What confidence do you have when faced with evil in this world? Do you have
any evidence that Jesus really is stronger than the ‘strong man’?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 11:14-28
February 24 th
14

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man
who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said,
“By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others tested
him by asking for a sign from heaven.
17

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself
will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.18 If Satan is divided
against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I
drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20 But if
I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon
you.
21

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are
safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away
the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder.
23

“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me
scatters.
24

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I
left.’ 25 When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it
goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live
there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first.”
27

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is
the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”
28

He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 11:29 -36
1. How does this episode relate to the opposition Jesus experienced in Luke
11:14-16?

2. What sign does Jesus say will be given, and what do you think he means? (see
Matthew 12:40)

3. How did the Ninevites respond to Jonah’s preaching? (see Jonah 3:1-10)

4. Why does this make the response of Jesus’ contemporaries all the worse? What
will happen to Jesus’ contemporaries?

Note: Jesus’ reference to the Queen of the South coming to Solomon (v31)
makes a very similar point.
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5. In v33-36 Jesus compares his teaching to a lamp. Think back to what Jesus was
calling Israel to do back in v27-28. What is he urging them to do in the parable in
v33-36?

6. Jesus says that there are implications for whether we allow this “light” to enter
into us. What is He describing in v35-36?

7. How do we show the world around us that Jesus is indeed “light” and “one
greater than Solomon”? What obstacles stand in the way?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 11:29 -36
March 3 rd
29

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a
sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah was a sign
to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of
the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and
condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s
wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh
will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is
here.
33

“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the
light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your
whole body also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full
of darkness. 35 See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.
36
Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be just
as full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 11:37 -54
1. The scene opens in what seems like a friendly way, with Jesus invited to eat
with a Pharisee. This is the second time this has happened. Can you recall the
first? What issue spoils the party?

2. The Pharisees had all kinds of ritual rules for washing; they were concerned
with ‘ceremonial purity’. What is Jesus more concerned with, according to v39-40?

3. In your own words, summarise the “woes” Jesus lays on the Pharisees:
i.
ii.
iii.

Note: Walking on a grave would make you ritually unclean without you even
knowing it.
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4. In your own words, summarise the “woes” Jesus lays on the Teachers of the
Law:
i.
ii.
iii.
5. What does Jesus say is going to happen as a result (v49) – and in what
generation? (Look back at Luke 7:31, 9:41, 11:29-32 – and forward at 17:25, 21:32.)
What timeframe is Jesus talking about?
6. Which of these “woes” might Jesus warn us about today?

7. In what ways do we hinder others from coming to God? (v52)

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 11:37 -54
March 10 th
37

When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went
in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that
Jesus did not first wash before the meal.
39

Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.40 You foolish people! Did not the
one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—
be generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.
42

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other
kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have
practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.
43

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues
and respectful greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you, because you are like
unmarked graves, which people walk over without knowing it.”
45

One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you
insult us also.” 46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you
load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift
one finger to help them.
47

“Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors
who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your ancestors did; they
killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his
wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and
others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the
blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 51 from
the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all.
52

“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge.
You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”
53

When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose
him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54 waiting to catch him in something he
might say.

PAGE 26

SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 12:1-12
1. In v1 Jesus warns his disciples against being hypocritical like the Pharisees. How
are the Pharisees (as described in 11:39-44) being hypocritical?

2. Why does Jesus use the illustration of yeast in v1? What eventually happens to
bread made with yeast?

3. Why is hypocrisy foolish, according to v2-3?

4. What is Jesus referring to when he says that everything ‘will... be made known’?
(The answer to this comes, implicitly, in 12:4-10.)

5. In v4-8, whom are Jesus’ disciples to ‘fear’? From v5-7, what are the two reasons
for fearing him? How does this fit in with what Jesus has just said in v1-3?
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6. According to v8-12, what does right ‘fear’ involve?

Note: ‘Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit’ (12:10) means rejecting the Spirit as He
works in Jesus and not accepting the Spirit by not becoming a Christian.

7. In what ways do you ‘fear’ people, and how should you be ‘fearing’ God more?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 12:1-12
March 17 th
1

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples,
saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that
will not be made known. 3 What you have said in the dark will be heard in the
daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be
proclaimed from the roofs.
4

“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that
can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after
your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear
him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten
by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid;
you are worth more than many sparrows.
8

“I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will
also acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But whoever disowns me before
others will be disowned before the angels of God.10 And everyone who speaks a
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
11

“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry
about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit
will teach you at that time what you should say.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 12:13-34
1. Read v13-21. A man asks Jesus to arbitrate on an inheritance dispute. Why is
Jesus’ answer ironic? (v14)

2. How would you define “greed”? How can we “be on guard against greed”? Are
you?

3. If life isn’t measured by what we own, how would you measure it?

4. How many times do words like “me”, “mine”, “my” and “I” appear in the parable?
What does this indicate?

5. How does the question “Then who will get what you prepared for yourself?”
(v20) connect with the original request about dividing the inheritance? What point
do you think is being made?
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6. Read v22-34. What thoughts or ideas in this section connect (or contrast) with
the parable of the rich fool?

7. List all the reasons these verses give for Christians to be different to the rest of
the world in our attitude to possessions and money.

8. Compare v21 with v33-34. What advice is Jesus giving His disciples about the
place of material things in their lives? What does it mean in practical terms to be
‘rich towards God’ (v21) and ‘have your treasure in heaven’ (v33)?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS

PAGE 33

SERMON: LUKE 12:13-34
March 24 th
13

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
16

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant
harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
18

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and
there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid
up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
20

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from
you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21

“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich
toward God.”
22

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food,
and the body more than clothes.24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they
have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are
than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these
things will be given to you as well.
32

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 12:35-48
1. Read v35-40. What is the point Jesus is making? What are the two pictures Jesus
uses to make His point?

2. How does this point fit in with what Jesus has just taught in v15-34?

3. How long (v38) did Jesus say the servants should be willing to wait for their
master? How does this translate to us today?

4. What should we watch out for? What does watchfulness involve?

5. How does the warning of v35-40 fit with Jesus’ mission in Luke’s Gospel?
(Consider where Jesus is on the way to, and what He will find when He gets there.
See also Luke 19:41-45.)

6. Read v42-48. What additional point does Jesus make here as He answers the
question Peter asks in v41?
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7. What has God entrusted you with? What do you think God expects you to do
with what you’ve been given?

8. Do you know your master’s will (v47)? What is it?

9. Keeping in mind Jesus’ impending arrival in Jerusalem, who might be the wicked
servants Jesus is referring to in these verses? What significance does this act of
judgment have for us? (see Matthew 21:43)

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 12:35-48
March 31 st
35

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he
comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good
for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell
you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will
come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds
them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward
daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect him.”
41

Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”

42

The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the
proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so
when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a
long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men
and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware
of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.
47

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do
what the master wants will be beaten with many blows.48 But the one who does
not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few
blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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HOME GROUP STUDY
REVIEW
What did you learn from the sermon this week? What is one thing you want to
pray about as a result?

STUDY: LUKE 12:49 -59
1. Read Micah 7:1-7. What similarities does this passage have with our passage
today? How does this background help us in our understanding?

2. From v49-53, what does Jesus expect to be the result of His ministry?

3. How have we seen Jesus’ words here fulfilled already in Luke?

4. What evidence do you see that Jesus divides people today? Is Christianity ever
going to be socially acceptable?

5. Why might Jesus have been telling His disciples about these results of His
coming? Why might we need to be aware of these things?

PAGE 40

6. What point is Jesus making in v54-56? What should the crowd have been able to
predict?

7. Keeping in mind that throughout chapter 12 Jesus has been talking first and
foremost about His arrival in Jerusalem, who is Jesus talking about in 12:57-59?
What timeframe is He talking about? Who is the ‘adversary’ they need to get right
with?

8. Jesus wants His audience to reach an “out of court” settlement with their
adversary, rather than eventually facing a hostile judge. Do you share Jesus’
concern? What is one opportunity you could take this week to urge someone to
be reconciled to God?

PRAYER
PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY & FRIENDS
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SERMON: LUKE 12:49 -59
April 7 th
49

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until
it is completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other,
three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-inlaw.”
54

He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you
say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s
going to be hot,’ and it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to
interpret this present time?
57

“Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are going with your
adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, or your
adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the
officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will not get out until
you have paid the last penny.”
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SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS
What was the main message of the passage?
What is one thing that challenged or encouraged me?
What difference will that make to me this week?
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