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INTRODUCTION TO 1 SAMUEL
1 Samuel was originally part of a much larger ‘scroll’ – 1 Samuel to 2 Kings,
(possibly even Joshua – 2 Kings). It records, step by step, the establishment of
the monarchy in Israel’s relatively new land (they had probably been there
about 200 years by Samuel’s time.) But it is not a diary, written as the events
take place. Rather, it is written like other history books, drawing on original
sources, and written at a time when the author already knew the ‘ending’.

What this means for us is that we are studying a
book that intentionally connects both backwards
and forwards in time from the events it records.
Themes from earlier books are developed; people and events are described
that will be significant to what was still far in the future. These connections are
important to observe and understand if we are to grasp the author’s intended
message. As Christians we recognise that God, the ultimate Author of Scripture,
communicated through a human author, whose grasp of past, present and
future was limited. Yet God ensured that everything essential was included.
In the original arrangement of the Jewish scriptures (what we call the Old
Testament), 1 Samuel directly followed the book of Judges. But don’t think
white wig, black cloak and gavel in hand. The judges were God-appointed,
Spirit-anointed, warrior-leaders of God’s people. The book of Judges tells the
history of the nation of Israel spiraling out of control.
Although God repeatedly sent judges to save His people from their enemies,
the judges, and Israelite society, grew progressively worse. In contrast with the
earlier, godly leadership of Moses and Joshua, Judges shows what happens
when God’s people determine for themselves how they live. As the final verse
of Judges poignantly summarises, “In those days Israel had no king; everyone
did as he saw fit.” (21:25)
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Judges could be sub-titled: Life without a king. But throughout we should be
asking: does having a king solve Israel’s problem?

1 Samuel will recount, and evaluate,
the transition to life under God’s king.
In our translations, the book of Ruth has been inserted after Judges. While
correct chronologically, this potentially softens the anticipation of the king as
the solution to inadequate leadership that was more obvious in the original
arrangement. (Though the book of Ruth does begin in Bethlehem and finishes
with a genealogy, which focuses on David.)

STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK
There are a number of different ways the book can be analysed.
1) According to writing style
1 & 2 Samuel are almost exclusively prose. It is a story, and a very well written
one. The book can be broken into ‘story units’. This makes the poetic/song
sections stand out because they are so different. Two of these ‘songs’ act like
bookends around the entire composition: Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2:1-10
and David’s songs in 2 Samuel 22:1-23:7.

2) According to the main characters
The books are structured around three men. All are God appointed leaders, all
are warriors, all respond to God’s word – the differences between them
become the primary focus. See over the page for a visual representation of this
structure.
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3) Narrative pace
One indication of the importance of an event to the author is the amount of
detail provided. While whole generations have been summarised in just a few
verses in Judges, 1 Samuel slows down dramatically. Watching for speeding up
or slowing down can help us be aware that an important point is being made.

MESSAGE OF THE BOOK
A favourite resource for Sunday School and preaching material, 1 Samuel
contains a vast number of well-known stories: Samuel’s birth, the capture of
the ark, the coronation of King Saul and his exploits, David and Goliath, David
and Jonathan. It has been used as the basis of moral lessons galore – pray like
Hannah, be brave like David, be a good friend like Jonathan, don’t be selfreliant like Saul.
Multiple themes can be traced: of leadership (including kingship), of
obedience, of how Israel relates to their neighbours, of bravery and humility
and trust.
As God’s word, though, written thousands of years ago to a very different
audience, 1 Samuel remains His revelation to us, relevant to our lives. Yet we
will have to do the work of bridging the historical and cultural gap between
our time and Samuel’s in order to understand and apply it well.

Hannah’s prayer is deliberately put very near the start of the book
to set the theological agenda of the book. That means that we
should be able to ask of every chapter in the book:
How does this relate to the content of Hannah’s prayer?
The answer to this question will go a long way to helping us see
what God wants us to learn about Himself and His purposes from
each of the chapters.
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WEEKLY REFLECTIONS ON THE PSALMS
A variety of Psalms have been carefully selected for inclusion in this series
handbook. They are here to help you to connect with the narrative contained
in 1 Samuel. Each Psalm provides insight into the emotions and situation of the
characters in the book of 1 Samuel, OR, they provide further insight into some
of the key themes contained in 1 Samuel.
The following list contains some activities you might like to devote some time
to as you seek to meditate on the Psalms each week.
1) Read each Psalm multiple times. You might like to change the pace that
you read the text, slowing down and thinking through each phrase on
your second or third time through.
2) Have a go at rewriting the Psalm in your own words. Try to capture the
meaning and emotion of each sentence using your own language.
3) If you are a visual person, you might like to spend some time trying to
capture the essence of each Psalm through an image. You could draw,
paint, use magazine cut-outs or graphic design programs to create a
visual representation of the Psalm.
4) Identify a key sentence from the Psalm and spend time committing that
verse to memory.
5) Listen to the Psalm presented through song. Sons of Korah are a band
particularly well known for doing this, but there are many others you can
also find on music platforms such as Spotify.

Some questions to ask yourself as you mediate on the Psalms:
a) What emotions and attitudes are present in this Psalm?
b) What does this Psalm reveal to me about God and how I ought to interact
with Him?
c) What hope or encouragement does this Psalm offer to me?
Finally, spend some time responding in prayer. Borrow the language of the
Psalm and use it to inspire and shape your prayers for the day.
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“He will give
strength to his
king and exalt
the horn of his
anointed.”
1 Samuel 2:10
7

1 SAMUEL CHAPTER SUMMARIES
This series in 1 Samuel runs over 11 weeks. In order to help us remember what
we cover in this time, and to enable us to see the big picture of the book, we
have included space on these pages for you to write short summaries of each
chapter in 1 Samuel. We have included one sample summary for chapter 5. We
suggest doing this exercise week-by-week in your Home Group.
Samuel

The Rise of Saul

1

8

2

9

3

10

4

11

5 God goes on a solo mission, behind enemy

12

6

13

7

14

lines. Without an army He defeats Israel’s
enemy, including their god Dagon, undeniably
demonstrating that He is worthy of Israel’s
unwavering trust.

15

8

16

The Rise of David & The Fall of Saul
24

17

25

18

26

19

27

20

28

21

29

22

30

23

31
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HOME GROUP STUDY #1 – 1 SAMUEL 1:1-2:11
How to read 1 Samuel
Pick a fairy tale, any fairy tale. Little red riding hood, Cinderella, the emperor’s
new clothes. The characters in the story are simple, often one-dimensional.
And the lesson is clear: be like the goodie, not the baddie. Be generous, be
kind. Don’t be stingy, don’t be mean or selfish. They’re all good morals, but we
all know that life isn’t as simple as a fairy tale. So how should we learn from 1
Samuel, a record of events that took place in a very different time and place?
Read 1 Corinthians 10:6 and Luke 24:27
Should we read the Bible seeing the people and events in the Old Testament
as an example for us?

How much of the OT is about Jesus?

How can we balance the dual truths: that the Old Testament serves as an
example for us, but to understand it correctly we also need to be seeing it as
helping us to understand who Jesus is and what he does?

Read Judges 13:1-3 and 1 Samuel 1:1-5; 24-28
Samson is probably the most famous of the Judges, partly because of what he
does, but partly because he receives the most detailed coverage. What
parallels are there between the birth of Samson and Samuel?
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What do the similarities indicate?

How are both births similar to Jesus’ birth?

Read Judges 21:20-25
At the end of the book of Judges, how is Israel behaving and why?

What is the implication of v25 that gives us a clue regarding the purpose of
1 Samuel?

As readers who know how badly having kings in Israel ends, what is our
greater hope? How does this give us a helpful framework for reading
1 Samuel?

In the big-picture storyline of the Bible, 1 Samuel brings us closer to Jesus.
Instead of a prophet or judge helping God’s people live under God’s rule,
1 Samuel introduces us to a king. What can we thank God for about living this
side of the cross under King Jesus?
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SERMON #1 – 1 SAMUEL 1:1-2:11
MAY 12TH

12

FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 98

Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2
The LORD has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3
He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
5
make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
6
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7
Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.
8
Let the rivers clap their hands,
let the mountains sing together for joy;
9
let them sing before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
1
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HOME GROUP STUDY #2 – 1 SAMUEL 2:12-4:1a
Sermon Review & Sharing

1 Samuel 3 is often used as an example of our need to listen to God’s voice, of
being ‘called’, or of young people doing great things for God. But when seen in
the bigger context of prior books, especially with the strong link to Judges
made clear, there are other important things we need to notice.
Up until now, each time God has appointed a judge it has been to rescue his
people from a foreign oppressor. But now God’s rescuer is a child and he isn’t
attacking foreigners, he’s judging a priest!
Read Judges 2:11-19
Why did God send the judges?

Read 1 Samuel 2:12-17; 25
How is the sin of Eli’s sons against both God and the people? What does Eli
point out about the danger of his sons’ sin?

Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21
In contrast with Eli’s sons, what is Samuel like?

What is Samuel required to pass on?

14

What is ironic in Eli’s words to Samuel, v17?

Why is God’s messenger (Samuel) speaking a message against Israel’s religious
leader?

The judges have acted on behalf of YHWH by ‘military’ action. How is Samuel’s
role different?

3:1 mentions that the Word of the Lord was rare and in 4:1 Samuel’s word
came to all Israel. What is the author emphasising, especially in light of the big
picture?

Jesus has been referred to as prophet, priest and king. How does this role of
Samuel as prophetic judge give us insight into Jesus?

Although we believe God’s Word is the highest authority, in what ways can we
be guilty of ignoring God’s Word?
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SERMON #2 – 1 SAMUEL 2:12-4:1a
MAY 19TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 15

1

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on your holy mountain?

The one whose walk is blameless,
who does what is righteous,
who speaks the truth from their heart;
3
whose tongue utters no slander,
who does no wrong to a neighbor,
and casts no slur on others;
4
who despises a vile person
but honors those who fear the Lord;
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
and does not change their mind;
5
who lends money to the poor without interest;
who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
2

Whoever does these things
will never be shaken.
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HOME GROUP STUDY #3 – 1 SAMUEL 4:1b-7:17
Sermon Review & Sharing

Exodus 25 includes instructions about making the Ark. Joshua 4 and 6
emphasise the centrality of the Ark as a symbol of God’s presence with His
people, enabling His people to have victory over their enemies. In Josh 7:6 it is
before the Ark that Joshua cries out for answers for their defeat. Why was the
Ark considered so valuable?

Read 1 Samuel 4:1-11
In light of Joshua and Judges, is fighting the Philistines a good thing or a bad
thing?

What is right and wrong about the conclusion that Israel makes regarding their
defeat?

How is the Philistine response better than Israel’s?

The Philistines assume that the stronger ‘god’ will win. Why does God let the
enemy win?
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Read 1 Samuel 6:1-9
In chapter 5, God defeats the Philistines ‘single-handedly’. In chapter 6, the
Philistines admit defeat and ask for the Ark to be sent home. What thought lies
behind the offering to be sent?

Even to the end, the thought that this may be a chance run of bad luck
remains. What test is suggested to make sure that Israel’s God is really behind
this?

Read 1 Samuel 6:13-7:1
The Israelites are initially very excited that the Ark is back and offer sacrifice,
but what mistake do they make? What is the consequence?

What should they learn from God’s judgement?

We often talk of God’s holiness, but what is surprising about it here?

Hebrews 10:19 assures us that the sacrifice of Jesus makes us holy so that we
can be in the most holy place. While holiness should always remain a goal,
why is its provision as a gift even more foundational?
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SERMON #3 – 1 SAMUEL 4:1b-7:17
MAY 26TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 33

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you
righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to
praise him.
2
Praise the Lord with the harp;
make music to him on the tenstringed lyre.
3
Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.
4
For the word of the Lord is
right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
5
The Lord loves righteousness and
justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing
love.
6
By the word of the Lord the
heavens were made,
their starry host by the breath of
his mouth.
7
He gathers the waters of the sea
into jars;
he puts the deep into
storehouses.
8
Let all the earth fear the Lord;
let all the people of the
world revere him.
9
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood
firm.
10
The Lord foils the plans of the
nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the
peoples.
1

But the plans of the Lord stand
firm forever,
the purposes of his heart
through all generations.
12
Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord,
the people he chose for his
inheritance.
13
From heaven the Lord looks down
and sees all mankind;
14
from his dwelling place he watches
all who live on earth—
15
he who forms the hearts of all,
who considers everything they
do.
16
No king is saved by the size of his
army;
no warrior escapes by his great
strength.
17
A horse is a vain hope for
deliverance;
despite all its great strength it
cannot save.
18
But the eyes of the Lord are on
those who fear him,
on those whose hope is in his
unfailing love,
19
to deliver them from death
and keep them alive in famine.
20
We wait in hope for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.
21
In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.
22
May your unfailing love be with
us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in you.
11
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HOME GROUP STUDY #4 – 1 SAMUEL 8-10
Sermon Review & Sharing

Since the end of Judges, the author has been anticipating a king coming as the
solution to Israel’s problems. Yet even before Israel entered the Promised
Land, Moses had given instructions for how the king of Israel was to reign. Will
the king resolve the problem of Judges?
Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 and 1 Samuel 8:5
What is amazing about Moses’ anticipation of 1 Samuel 8?

What does the king’s ‘job description’ emphasise?

Read 1 Samuel 9:1-24.
List the pros and cons of Saul being king.

We are getting far more information about Saul than any of the judges. What
does this indicate?

We know that Saul’s reign doesn’t end well, but the first readers would have
known this too. What does the author want us to understand?
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Read 1 Samuel 10:17-27
While Saul is appointed by God to be Israel’s first human king, what does God
emphasise is taking place?

What does Saul’s response in v22 indicate and remind us of?

In light of Numbers 13:31-33, why is the emphasis on Saul’s height a warning
sign?

As Christians, we know that Jesus comes as the king who perfectly obeys God.
Why is this so important in light of Samuel’s and God’s revelation of Israel’s
wrong motivation?

God gives the people what they ask for, directs the process and yet there is
already an explicit rebuke regarding what has gone on. How do we balance
the idea of God controlling things, answering prayers and yet still not being
happy with his people’s request? (c.f. Romans 1)

It’s common to see God’s ‘opening of doors’ as His answer. But what is the
warning here, and what is a surer means of knowing what God wants us to do?
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SERMON #4 – 1 SAMUEL 8-10
JUNE 2ND

24

FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 47

1

Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.

For the Lord Most High is awesome,
the great King over all the earth.
3
He subdued nations under us,
peoples under our feet.
4
He chose our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
2

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
5

God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne.
9
The nobles of the nations assemble
as the people of the God of Abraham,
for the kings of the earth belong to God;
he is greatly exalted.
8
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HOME GROUP STUDY #5 – 1 SAMUEL 11-12
Sermon Review & Sharing

One of the explicit motives for requesting a king is that he will, “lead us and…
go out and fight our battles” (1 Sam 8:20). The judges have already been doing
that, as did Joshua and Moses. Here, Saul likewise is clearly a military leader.
Read Judges 10:6-10; 11:29-32; and 1 Samuel 12:12
Why did Israel worship the god of the Ammonites?

How did God use the Ammonites to punish Israel?

How does Jephthah attain victory over the Ammonites?

Why are the Ammonites such a significant enemy in 1 Samuel? (1 Samuel
12:12)

How is Israel’s request for a king a rejection of God as king?
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Read 1 Samuel 11:1-8
In the previous chapter, Saul is anointed king, but then he returns home. What
stirs him into action? How are Saul’s actions similar to a judge?

Read 1 Samuel 11:12-15
Saul could have let power go to his head, but what is wise and godly in his
response?

How would you evaluate his kingship at this point? What does Samuel say in
12:13-15 about how to stay on track?

If the story ended here, Judges’ anticipation that a king would fix Israel’s
problem has been fulfilled. How does Saul at this point anticipate what Jesus
would do?

Read Hebrews 2:1-3
Given how great a salvation has been achieved for us, why do we have such a
propensity to trust in things other than God? What is the warning?

What are some practical ways that can help us to remain humble and
dependent upon God?
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SERMON #5 – 1 SAMUEL 11-12
JUNE 9TH

28

FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 20

May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
2
May he send you help from the sanctuary
and grant you support from Zion.
3
May he remember all your sacrifices
and accept your burnt offerings.
4
May he give you the desire of your heart
and make all your plans succeed.
5
May we shout for joy over your victory
and lift up our banners in the name of our God.
1

May the Lord grant all your requests.
Now this I know:
The Lord gives victory to his anointed.
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary
with the victorious power of his right hand.
7
Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
8
They are brought to their knees and fall,
but we rise up and stand firm.
9
Lord, give victory to the king!
Answer us when we call!
6
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HOME GROUP STUDY #6 – 1 SAMUEL 13-15
Sermon Review & Sharing

Though Saul had a great victory and acknowledged God’s saving in chapter 11,
Samuel’s speech in chapter 12 included the ominous warning of v14-15. Does a
kingly dynasty provide hope for Israel?
Read 13:1-15
Having defeated the Ammonites, Saul’s son Jonathan initiates a fight with
another enemy – the Philistines. How do the armies of Israel and the
Philistines compare?

Given Israel’s request for a king to lead them in their battles, how would Israel
now feel about having appointed a king?

What does Saul do when he realises that he can’t defeat the Philistines?

Caught out by Samuel, how does Saul try to justify his behaviour?

What was wrong with Saul’s action? What is the consequence of his
disobedience? Who is Saul’s replacement (v14)?

Samuel heads home. What does Saul do? Is it the right response?
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Read 1 Samuel 14:1-14
As the crown prince, Jonathan could have been hidden away in a safe place,
but instead he is out on the attack. What is Jonathan’s understanding of what is
going to take place (v6)?

Read 1 Samuel 14:15-23
In comparison, what is Saul’s reaction?

At the end of chapter 14, Saul is evaluated as a valiant warrior defeating
Israel’s enemies (14:48). But if we read the ending carefully you’ll notice there
is a subtle threat that raises its head.
Read 1 Samuel 14:46-52
Who is the biggest threat to God’s people?

While Saul and Jonathan are both fighting battles, how are they different?

How does Jonathan’s trust in God anticipate Jesus’ trust and obedience of his
Father?

How can we serve a king who fights our biggest battle for us?
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SERMON #6 – 1 SAMUEL 13-15
JUNE 16TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 119

Your word is a lamp for my feet,
a light on my path.
106
I have taken an oath and confirmed it,
that I will follow your righteous laws.
107
I have suffered much;
preserve my life, Lord, according to your word.
108
Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth,
and teach me your laws.
109
Though I constantly take my life in my hands,
I will not forget your law.
110
The wicked have set a snare for me,
but I have not strayed from your precepts.
111
Your statutes are my heritage forever;
they are the joy of my heart.
112
My heart is set on keeping your decrees
to the very end.
105

The unfolding of your words gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
131
I open my mouth and pant,
longing for your commands.
132
Turn to me and have mercy on me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133
Direct my footsteps according to your word;
let no sin rule over me.
134
Redeem me from human oppression,
that I may obey your precepts.
135
Make your face shine on your servant
and teach me your decrees.
136
Streams of tears flow from my eyes,
for your law is not obeyed.
130
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HOME GROUP STUDY #7 – 1 SAMUEL 16-17
Sermon Review & Sharing

Saul’s rejection was explicit (13:13-14) and repeated (15:28, 28:16). His
replacement was not initially named, only identified as “a man after (God’s)
own heart”. Chapter 16 introduces David as the Lord’s new anointed one,
including the very famous verse 7
Read 1 Samuel 16:13-14
In light of Judges, what does this mean?

Read Genesis 17:8 and Exodus 15:13-17.
What had God promised to Israel?

Read Numbers 13:31-14:4
Why didn’t Israel enter the Promise Land when they had the opportunity?

Read 1 Samuel 17:1-11
Though in the Promised Land, the Israelites are again oppressed. What is at the
heart of Goliath’s insult?

When Israel is scared of a giant, what is the real problem?
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Though David has been serving Saul in chapter 16, he is ‘re-introduced’ in
17:12-15. This should make us aware that the author is less concerned with
chronology than theology. The priority is not when it happens, but why.

Read 1 Samuel 17:20-26
While those in the army dream of the financial benefits of defeating a giant,
what does David see as the bigger issue?

Read 1 Samuel 17:32-44
How do Saul, David and Goliath each think differently about how victory is
possible?

Read 1 Samuel 17:45-47.
Many see these verses as the key to this section. They could be taken as merely
brave talk. What is it really?

At the end of the chapter, Saul clearly doesn’t know who David is. Why has the
author switched the presentation of these events?

This story is often misapplied as an allegory where Goliath is symbolic of the
difficulties in our lives, and the 5 smooth stones represent practices that will
enable us to overcome, with an encouragement to be heroic like David.
However, given that David reveals to us something of what Jesus will be like,
how should we apply this story? Who should we identify with? What should we
learn?
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SERMON #7 – 1 SAMUEL 16-17
JUNE 23RD
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 2

Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plot in vain?
2
The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,
3
“Let us break their chains
and throw off their shackles.”
1

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.
5
He rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6
“I have installed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.”
4

7

I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my son;
today I have become your father.
8
Ask me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.
9
You will break them with a rod of iron;
you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
Therefore, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11
Serve the Lord with fear
and celebrate his rule with trembling.
12
Kiss his son, or he will be angry
and your way will lead to your destruction,
for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
10
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HOME GROUP STUDY #8 – 1 SAMUEL 18-20
Sermon Review & Sharing

1 Samuel 13:14 records God’s rejection of Saul as king & his replacement with
someone after God’s heart. 16:13 clarifies that the new anointed one is David.
And yet one of the key differences between having kings and judges would be
the succession of leadership. How do the children of the 1st king of Israel
respond to David and why?
Read 1 Samuel 18:1-9
Contrast Jonathan and Saul’s reaction to David.

Read 1 Samuel 18:20-29
Seemingly all of Saul’s children are enamoured with David. What motivates
Saul’s request for a dowry?

Read 1 Samuel 19:1-7
Jonathan, Saul’s son (and therefore next in line for the throne), befriends and
protects David. Why would he do this? What is the initial outcome?

How does Saul speak better than he realises?
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The replacement of the Spirit of the Lord with an evil/ unclean spirit
is one of the strangest things that takes place in 1 Samuel. In light of
Judges, what is clear is that Saul no longer represents God. We’ll
consider this issue in more detail in an optional study in the school
holidays. (see p.46)
Read 1 Samuel 19:11-18
How is David rescued from the human perspective?

Read 1 Samuel 19:18-24
How is David watched over by God?

Saul and his children have very different responses. Why is Saul so wrong?

While we may not be able to play a part in who becomes king, what can we
learn about the interaction between human planning and God’s sovereignty?

In Luke 14:26 Jesus says that anyone who doesn’t ‘hate’ his family can’t be his
disciple. How does Saul’s family choosing to side with David anticipate the
right response to Jesus’ requirement?
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SERMON #8 – 1 SAMUEL 18-20
JUNE 30TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 11

In the Lord I take refuge.
How then can you say to me:
“Flee like a bird to your mountain.
2
For look, the wicked bend their bows;
they set their arrows against the strings
to shoot from the shadows
at the upright in heart.
3
When the foundations are being destroyed,
what can the righteous do?”
1

The Lord is in his holy temple;
the Lord is on his heavenly throne.
He observes everyone on earth;
his eyes examine them.
5
The Lord examines the righteous,
but the wicked, those who love violence,
he hates with a passion.
6
On the wicked he will rain
fiery coals and burning sulfur;
a scorching wind will be their lot.
4

7

For the Lord is righteous,
he loves justice;
the upright will see his face.
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HOME GROUP STUDY #9 – 1 SAMUEL 21-26
Sermon Review & Sharing

Though told he is to be king and having the military victories to confirm it is a
good choice, David remains on the run from Saul. It would have been very easy
for David to take things into his own, very capable, hands. Instead, David
submits to God. Though the right response, that doesn’t make David’s situation
easy.
Read 1 Samuel 21:10-22:1
Gath was the hometown of Goliath (17:4). Why would David go there? Why did
he need to escape?

Read 1 Samuel 22:1-5
While David makes practical plans for his own and his family’s security, what
determines his movements?

In contrast, how does Saul act? (22:6-23)

Read 1 Samuel 23:1-6
What does David’s behaviour again emphasise?

42

Read 1 Samuel 23:7-14
V14 emphasises God’s care, but what was David required to do?

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7
Why would David let Saul get away?

Read 1 Samuel 26:1-11
Does David change his mind when given another opportunity or take it as God
providing a 2nd chance to kill his enemy? Why react how he does?

How does David’s refusal to lift his hand against the Lord’s anointed reveal the
severity of the sin of those who rejected Jesus as King?

God has a plan that David will be king, but the road there is not a smooth one.
What insight into Jesus’ path to kingship is anticipated?

It’s easy to say that we trust God, but here we see that trust does not negate
the need to plan and act and even to persevere under incredible injustice. How
can we make plans that rely on God? Think of some examples with regards to
evangelism, work, family, etc.
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SERMON #9 – 1 SAMUEL 21-26
JULY 7TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 34

1

I will extol the Lord at all times;
his praise will always be on my lips.
2
I will glory in the Lord;
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
3
Glorify the Lord with me;
let us exalt his name together.

12

I sought the Lord, and he answered
me;
he delivered me from all my fears.
5
Those who look to him are radiant;
their faces are never covered
with shame.
6
This poor man called, and
the Lord heard him;
he saved him out of all his troubles.
7
The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.

15

4

Taste and see that the Lord is
good;
blessed is the one who takes
refuge in him.
9
Fear the Lord, you his holy people,
for those who fear him lack
nothing.
10
The lions may grow weak and
hungry,
but those who seek
the Lord lack no good thing.
11
Come, my children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of
the Lord.
8

Whoever of you loves life
and desires to see many good days,
13
keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from telling lies.
14
Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
The eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous, and his ears are
attentive to their cry;
16
but the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil,
to blot out their name from the
earth.
The righteous cry out, and
the Lord hears them;
he delivers them from all their
troubles.
18
The Lord is close to the
brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed
in spirit.
17

The righteous person may have
many troubles,
but the Lord delivers him from
them all;
20
he protects all his bones,
not one of them will be broken.
19

Evil will slay the wicked;
the foes of the righteous will be
condemned.
22
The Lord will rescue his servants;
no one who takes refuge in him
will be condemned.
21
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BONUS STUDY – SPIRITS & THE OCCULT
Sermon Review & Sharing

“The Spirit of the Lord”, “an evil spirit from the Lord”, “consult a spirit for me”.
All are quotes from 1 Samuel. What are we to make of spirits, especially evil
spirits in the book of Samuel?
Read Judges 3:10, 11:29, 13:25
Though not explicit for every judge, what enables the judges to do their role?

Read 1 Samuel 10:6-10
What does the coming of the Spirit of the Lord enable Saul to do?

Read 1 Samuel 11:4-6
How is this event very similar to Judges?

Read 1 Samuel 12:24-25
What is Samuel’s warning to disobedient Israel?

Saul’s ongoing disobedience results in God’s judgement 15:26 pronounced
through Samuel (consider the similarity to Samuel’s first job!) By implication,
what does this mean about Saul’s role as God’s anointed?
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Read 1 Samuel 16:12-23
The Spirit of the Lord is now explicitly with David instead of Saul. What strikes
us as strange about how the evil spirit is referred to? What does this tell us
about all spirits, including evil ones?

Looking more broadly confirms this conclusion. Read Gen 1:1; Job 1:6, 12; 1 Ki
22:19-22. How extensive is God’s rule?

Read 1 Samuel 28:8-20
While he had earlier tried to eradicate pagan occult behaviour, in his
desperation, Saul seeks out a medium to attempt to communicate with Samuel
who had died. Why does the woman cry out? (v12)

Saul begins well, but ends terribly. At the heart of all of Saul’s sin is a refusal to
listen and obey God. How is this confirmed by (dead) Samuel? What does it
reveal about seeking answers through magic or occult means when God has
already revealed truth?

Rather than confirming that mediums have access to the dead, this event
confirms that any involvement with evil spirits is rebellion against God. How
should we respond in a world that makes fun of spirits, but also are
entertained by vampires and star signs?
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HOME GROUP STUDY #10 – 1 SAMUEL 27-29
Sermon Review & Sharing

Read 1 Samuel 27:1-7
Up until now, David has explicitly asked God what he should do. What is
different about his return to Gath? (c.f 21:10-15)

David’s decision to go to Gath and use it as his military base seems strange for
the anointed King of Israel. Are David’s actions defensible? Have half your
group present the case for, and half present the case against David’s decision.

While based in Gath what does David do that is consistent with God’s explicit
command? (Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Joshua 9:24)

What is David’s relationship with his enemy the Philistines? Why does he foster
this relationship?

In chapter 28 the Philistines go to war against Israel. Saul rightly
believes that God has stopped talking to him and in desperation
consults the dead.
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Read Deuteronomy 18:9-13 and 1 Samuel 28:8-9
Why does Saul resort to this action? What is wrong with it?

Read 1 Samuel 29:1-5
Why are the commanders of the Philistines opposed to David’s presence with
them?

The song in v5 was first sung in 18:7, and then repeated in 21:11. How does it
relate to Hannah’s song in chapter 2 and what does its repetition here
achieve?

Read 1 Samuel 29:6-11
David could have insisted on going to battle, but submits and goes home. How
is God protecting David even through a Philistine king?

These chapters could be taken as either a positive or negative portrayal of
David, but how is David’s interaction with God’s enemies fundamentally
different to Saul’s?

How does David here prepare us for Jesus?
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SERMON #10 – 1 SAMUEL 27-29
JULY 21ST
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 73

1

Surely God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart.

But as for me, my feet had almost
slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.
3
For I envied the arrogant when I saw
the prosperity of the wicked.
2

If I had spoken out like that,
I would have betrayed your children.
16
When I tried to understand all this,
it troubled me deeply
17
till I entered the sanctuary of God;
then I understood their final destiny.
15

Surely you place them on slippery
ground; you cast them down to ruin.
19
How suddenly are they destroyed,
completely swept away by terrors!
20
They are like a dream when one
awakes;
when you arise, Lord, you will despise
them as fantasies.
18

They have no struggles;
their bodies are healthy and strong.
5
They are free from common human
burdens;
they are not plagued by human ills.
6
Therefore pride is their necklace;
they clothe themselves with violence.
7
From their callous hearts comes
iniquity; their evil imaginations have no
limits.
8
They scoff, and speak with malice; with
arrogance they threaten oppression.
9
Their mouths lay claim to heaven,
and their tongues take possession of
the earth.
10
Therefore their people turn to them
and drink up waters in abundance.
11
They say, “How would God know?
Does the Most High know anything?”
4

This is what the wicked are like—
always free of care, they go on
amassing wealth.
12

Surely in vain I have kept my heart
pure and have washed my hands in
innocence.
14
All day long I have been afflicted, and
every morning brings new punishments.
13

When my heart was grieved
and my spirit embittered,
22
I was senseless and ignorant;
I was a brute beast before you.
21

Yet I am always with you;
you hold me by my right hand.
24
You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will take me into
glory.
25
Whom have I in heaven but you? And
earth has nothing I desire besides you.
26
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
23

Those who are far from you will
perish; you destroy all who are
unfaithful to you.
28
But as for me, it is good to be near
God.
27

I have made the Sovereign Lord my
refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.
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HOME GROUP STUDY #11 – 1 SAMUEL 30-31
Sermon Review & Sharing

In chapter 30, David and his men arrive home to find out that the Amalekites
had attacked. In 30:7 David hits a low point with even his men opposed to him.
How will God’s anointed respond?
Read 1 Samuel 30:17-23
What does David do that he didn’t explicitly do when he went down to Achish
and that Saul repetitively failed to do?

Who does David attribute the victory to? How do we know he sincerely
believes it in contrast with Saul’s similar response in 11:13?

What picture of life in God’s kingdom does 1 Samuel 30 present? How does it
point to the life that awaits believers? (See Lk 10:18; Col 1:13-14; Mk 10:29-30;
Acts 2:33; 1 Co 12:4-6; Eph 4:7-11).

Read 1 Samuel 31:1-13
What kind of death is it for Israel’s first king? Who else dies in a similar way in
1 Samuel?
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The author is clearly setting up a contrast between David and Saul. What is the
basis of the difference between them?

Given that 1 Samuel started off with the request for a king, how has the
provision of a king worked out at the end of 1 Samuel?

Returning again to Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2:9-10, what did Hannah
prophetically anticipate that is now clearly fulfilled?

While the anointed ones of Israel are the primary focus of 1 Samuel, what do
we need to learn from Israel’s misplaced trust?

Like a movie that clearly will have a sequel, we finish part way through an
ongoing story. At the end of the first king’s life what hope would Israel have
had? Is a king the answer to the problem as defined by Judges?

The first readers of the whole series (1 Samuel – 2 Kings) would have known
that David and his descendants also failed as kings. What hope did Israel in
exile and after the exile have? What hope do we have?
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SERMON #11 – 1 SAMUEL 30-31
JULY 28TH
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FOR REFLECTION – PSALM 21

1

The king rejoices in your strength, Lord.
How great is his joy in the victories you give!

You have granted him his heart’s desire
and have not withheld the request of his lips.
3
You came to greet him with rich blessings
and placed a crown of pure gold on his head.
4
He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—
length of days, for ever and ever.
5
Through the victories you gave, his glory is great;
you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.
6
Surely you have granted him unending blessings
and made him glad with the joy of your presence.
7
For the king trusts in the Lord;
through the unfailing love of the Most High
he will not be shaken.
2

Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies;
your right hand will seize your foes.
9
When you appear for battle,
you will burn them up as in a blazing furnace.
The Lord will swallow them up in his wrath,
and his fire will consume them.
10
You will destroy their descendants from the earth,
their posterity from mankind.
11
Though they plot evil against you
and devise wicked schemes, they cannot succeed.
12
You will make them turn their backs
when you aim at them with drawn bow.
8

13

Be exalted in your strength, Lord;
we will sing and praise your might.
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