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FROM PASTOR ROD BAYLEY

The fact that our recent Federal election saw the issue of whether there is
a hell discussed, along with who might go there, has provided a reminder
of the need to be able to have conversations that matter in a winsome
way. ‘Conversations that matter’ is the title of our series for term 3, which
will look at a number of apologetic questions.
Christians have a responsibility to present Christ, as we interact with
others that have come to different conclusions to our own on a whole
range of issues. But how are we to do that well?
Rather than providing ‘argument winners’, these studies invite us into the
exercise of doing our best to understand the emotional and rational
objections to Christianity. They take the time to evaluate and propose why
these questions need not be ‘belief-blockers’ for non-believers. They also
encourage us to consider how the Gospel answers the deep needs that lie
behind the presenting question.
Though some Christians have expressed a sense of feeling on the ‘back
foot’ in our society, I believe we need to see this time as a God-given
opportunity to declare the good news. My prayer is that this series will
produce in you a longing to engage well with the non-Christians around
you, and a strong sense of being better equipped to do so.

Yours in Christ,
Rod
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
The Bible is clear that it is God alone who can convict people of their need for
Jesus (John 16:8). It is equally clear, both from Biblical example and instruction,
that we are to make efforts to communicate, and even to attempt to persuade
others of the truth of the gospel. (e.g. Acts 18:4, 26:28, 28:23; 2 Cor 5:11)
When we’re interacting with the objections that our neighbours have to
Christianity, author and speaker Sam Chan has suggested that three stages resonate, dismantle, and present the Gospel as a fuller answer - are a great way
to hear and to facilitate being heard.
Each week our studies are structured around this suggested format. The study
questions are designed to promote discussion. In many cases there’s not
necessarily a ‘right answer’ that you have to find.
It would be fantastic to have your friends join us for this sermon series, and we
encourage you to invite them. We will be attempting to preach on the topics in a
way that expresses our desire to both empathise with non-believers and to
provide the Bible’s answer.
Many conversations about these issues will take place outside the church, and
so we’d also love to help you answer the questions for yourself, and to equip
you to have increasing confidence in Jesus.
If by the end of each week you feel better prepared to converse on these
questions and you are seeing possible directions that conversations could take
from these questions to Jesus, then the studies will have been a success.
We want to encourage each other to be on mission to our non-Christian
friends, family and contacts.
Who are you on mission to? Make a list and start praying for them (and
yourself). Pray for three friends, once a week, for one minute (3-1-1).
List the names of your family and friends here:

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
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22

Jews demand signs and Greeks look
for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. – 1 Corinthians 1:22-24
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY

1 Corinthians 1:23 says that, “we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.” It is easy to assume that this verse
confirms that the existing beliefs of people who aren’t Christians are the sole
reason they refuse to accept the gospel, but that is only part of the story.
Have you ever considered why others don’t see the world the same way that
you do?

What do you think people who aren’t Christians are thinking and feeling
when they interact with Christians and Christian beliefs?

Why do people come to such different conclusions about the big questions
of life?

Is it enough for Christians to insist that we are right?
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Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23
Though super clear on what was and wasn’t a ‘gospel issue’, Paul modified
his presentation of the gospel depending on his audience. What motivated
this?

Why is it our responsibility to minimise the barriers when communicating the
gospel?

Some have attempted to ‘save’ Christianity by adjusting teachings that their
neighbours just won’t accept (e.g. “Jesus’ miracles didn’t really happen”).
Others insist on using jargon that leaves outsiders confused (e.g. “washed in
the blood of the lamb”). What things must we take into account in deciding
how to speak of Jesus?

How can we be both faithful to the gospel and communicate with the world?
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24

“The God who made the world and
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and
earth and does not live in temples built
by human hands.25 And he is not served
by human hands, as if he needed
anything. Rather, he himself gives
everyone life and breath and everything
else. - Acts 17:24-25
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: How can we be both
faithful to the gospel and communicate with the world? How did this week’s talk
challenge us to minimise the barriers to communicating the gospel? Are there
modifications you can make to how you will communicate the gospel with
people?

What are some of the weaknesses of
this question from your experience,
or understanding, of God?

How have you heard this question
expressed? How does grappling with
the existence of God — or believing
God exists — make you feel? Did you
ask it before you became a Christian?

Is our belief in everything based on
the same criteria? (e.g. germs v
kangaroos, Scott Morrison v Julius
Caesar, cold v love).

What do you think people who aren’t
Christians are thinking and feeling
when they ask this question? What
might some ‘questions behind this
question’ be? What might satisfy them?
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Read Acts 17:16-34
How does seeing how the Bible describes God and his relationship to the
world help you answer this question? How could viewing God as wanting us to
reach out and find him, but also as being the one ‘in whom we live and breathe
and have our being’, shape the way we talk about God and the world?

Read John 1:1-4
John says that Jesus is God. What are some stories from the life of Jesus that
help you answer the question ‘how do you know God exists’? What do these
stories tell you about what God is like?
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44

He said to them, “This is what I told
you while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about me
in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and
the Psalms.”
45
Then he opened their minds so they
could understand the Scriptures. - Luke
24:44-45
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: How do you know
God exists? How did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind this
question? Are there modifications you want to make that can turn this objection
into an opportunity to talk about Jesus?

How have you heard this question
expressed? How does grappling with
the trustworthiness of the Bible, or
how to read it, make you feel? Did you
ask this question before you became a
Christian? Do you still ask versions of it
now?

What are some of the things that
reassure you about the
trustworthiness of the Bible as you
read it?

What are people who aren’t
Christians thinking and feeling when
they ask this question? What might
some ‘questions behind this question’
be? What might some of the doubts
about the Bible be?
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Read Luke 1:1-4, Luke 24:44-47
How does reading the Bible as one story, from start to finish, centred on
Jesus, help you to answer this question?

What things about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus help you see the
Bible as worthy of your trust?

What are some ways you can approach the Bible to reinforce your trust in it
and demonstrate it to others?
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The Pharisee stood by himself and
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not
like other people— robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax
collector. — Luke 18:11
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: Why should I trust
the Bible? How did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind this
question? Are there modifications you want to make that can turn this objection
into an opportunity to talk about Jesus?

How have you heard this question
asked? Have you experienced
hypocrisy from Christians?

It’s been noted that we tend to judge
ourselves by our intentions and
others by their actions. How might
this danger contribute to this
question?

What are some examples of religious
hypocrisy both in the public eye, and
that your friends may have
experienced, that lead to the
perception that Christians are
hypocrites?

Is anybody capable of practicing
everything they preach?

18

Read Luke 18:9-14, 18-30
How might we express the same attitude as the tax collector, rather than the
Pharisee?

Jesus meets another potential hypocrite in the ‘rich young ruler’ (18:18-30).
What are some things in this interaction that both protect us from thinking
too highly of ourselves, and raise the bar beyond what we are capable of
achieving? What does avoiding hypocrisy, by meeting God’s standards,
require?

The tax collector anticipates the way we should respond when instead of
‘looking up to heaven’ like the Pharisee, we imagine ourselves ‘looking up’ to
see Jesus on the cross, practicing what he preached. How does
understanding the cross protect us from hypocrisy?
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13

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
whoever drinks the water I give them will
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give
them will become in them a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” — John
4:13-14
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: Why are Christians
such hypocrites? How did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind this
question? Are there modifications you want to make that can turn this objection
into an opportunity to talk about Jesus?

How have you heard this question asked?
Can you think of examples where Christians
have made it seem to you like God hates gay
people, or that the church is anti LGBTIQA+?

Our world thinks the good life is about
being true to our ‘identity’; embracing our
natural self-interest, desires, sexuality and
our internal reality. Our society
increasingly insists that to be loved is
about our identity being recognised and
affirmed. What dangers do you see from
this approach to identity — for yourself,
and for relationships between people who
disagree with each other?

How do you think this question, and the
perception behind it, affects the LGBTIQA+
community and how they see God, or his
church? Where have Christians failed to
listen to and understand our LGBTIQA+
neighbours in ways that make us hateful or
bigoted? Why would a vulnerable LGBTIQA+
person listen to someone who they perceive
as hateful?

If your identity comes from prioritising
different aspects of ‘who you are’ — how
do you pick what to put at the centre, and
what impact does that have on everything
else in your life? What happens if any of us
put our sexuality in, or close to, the centre
when it comes to understanding who we are
and where meaning comes from?
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Read John 4:7-26
What did Jesus offer this woman? How would taking up this offer change her
identity (where she looked for value and dignity)?

How might being loved, recognised, welcomed, and given eternal life by Jesus
be a better basis for identity — ‘gooder news’ — than alternative approaches
to identity like the one described above (see question 3)? Has that been your
experience?

How could we look at the example of Jesus and his interaction with this
woman to re-shape our posture towards the LGBTIQA+ community, so that
they might hear Jesus’ invitation to receive ‘living water’?
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But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name. — John 20:31
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: Is God anti-gay? How
did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind this question? Are there
modifications you want to make that can turn this objection into an opportunity
to talk about Jesus?

How have you heard this question
asked? Are there scientific discoveries
that challenge your belief, or that you
reject, because of your belief in God?

Science observes and measures
repeatable ‘phenomena’ within the
universe; what does the Bible say
about God’s relationship to the
universe (think back to week 2 and
consider what Acts 17:23-28 says
about God)? Can science give us
access to God if he works through
process we experience as natural?

Why is this idea so persistent? What
might some of the emotional and
rational reasons be that people find so
compelling about the power of
science?

If the claim is that science has made
God irrelevant, because it explains
all we need to know about life, what
other limits are there on what
science can and can’t explain for us?

26

Read John 20:19-29
Jesus submits himself to something like a scientific process, an experiment. If
Jesus was willing for people to see and touch his resurrected body, then
science, because it is based on observation and repeatability, is ill-equipped
to make truth claims about an historical event like this. How else do we judge
such claims?

If it’s a category error for people to seek to make claims about God using
science (that science disproves God), what dangers are there for us as
Christians if we try to use science to prove our claims about God (including
the life and resurrection of Jesus)?
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6

“If anyone causes one of these little
ones - those who believe in me - to
stumble, it would be better for them to
have a large millstone hung around their
neck and to be drowned in the depths of
the sea.” — Matthew 18:6
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: Hasn’t science made
God irrelevant? How did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind this
question? Are there modifications you want to make that can turn this objection
into an opportunity to talk about Jesus?

How have you heard this question
asked? How have you felt as the
media, and then the Royal
Commission, uncovered evil committed
by people claiming to represent Jesus?

How have you been able to cling on
to belief in the goodness of God, the
truth of the Gospel, and the role of
the church in the world, when
confronted with church abuse?

What do you think people who aren’t
Christians are thinking and feeling
when they see these stories and ask
this question? How do these stories
appear to undermine the Gospel?

How do you think God sees abuse?
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Read Matthew 18:1-14
What hope does Jesus offer?

Read Matthew 10:26-31
How does God's own commitment to eradicating evil make you want to trust
him?

How should following Jesus shape our approach to the issue of abuse in
churches — so that we create safe and healing communities? Is there a place
for forgiveness for perpetrators of abuse?
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34

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.”
And they divided up his clothes by
casting lots. — Luke 23:34
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HOME GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Review the answer you outlined last week to the question: Why is there so much
abuse in the church? How did this week’s talk challenge the assumptions behind
this question? Are there modifications you want to make that can turn this
objection into an opportunity to talk about Jesus?

What is your version of this
question? How do you imagine hell
(and where does that picture come
from)?

What should justice/punishment look
like for evil people who spend their
whole lives hurting others and seem to
prosper? How would you draw the line
on who receives this justice?
What does the Bible say about the
punishment for our decision to reject
the living God and replace him with
‘dead’ idols (consider Genesis 2:17,
Psalm 135, Romans 1:18-32, Revelation
21:6-8)? How might this be God giving
us what we actually ask for?

What are the people who are asking
this question feeling and objecting to
when they raise it? How might this be
a pastoral question not just a
philosophical or theological one?

If the Bible positions those rejecting the
sacrifice of Jesus as being complicit in
his execution (e.g. John 1:11), what
punishment do we deserve?

How should the pastoral aspect of
this question shape how we answer
this question (consider tone,
posture, etc)?
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Read Luke 23:26-43
(Pilate has just put Jesus on trial, then the whole crowd yelled ‘crucify him’
and asked for the murderer, Barabbas, to be released instead).

How does Jesus bring justice, judgment and mercy together? If your place in
this story is with the crowd, and then the thief who hurled insults — what do you
deserve? How does Jesus put us back on the trajectory towards eternal life rather
than eternal death, like he does for one thief next to him?

If God’s judgment is real and final, how should that motivate us to live with
those who are facing judgment and death? Hint: in the Old Testament book of
Obadiah (1:8-15) God judges the nations who stood by and gloated while his
judgment was poured out on Israel. See also 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.
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