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FROM PASTOR ROD
Welcome to our term 4 series entitled ‘Glorious Exiles.’ Making extensive use of
Old Testament imagery, Peter uses one of the most painful experiences of the
Jews, exile, as a metaphor to help us understand the normal Christian experience
of suffering in this life time. While exile was the most severe punishment for
disobedience, it became a purifying tool. Given that we are not home yet, our
present experience is an ‘exile,’ not as punishment, but like Jesus’ own
experience of suffering, a preparation for a glorious ending. Peter points us to
Christ’s own suffering as the example which should guide our own response to a
difficult present, in the sure hope of a glorious future.
My prayer is that this living hope will produce a perseverance that will see our
faith refined and deepened, that we might be willing to even endure persecution.
This growth will depend on the work of the Holy Spirit within us, so let me
encourage you to pray that God will bring such conviction. Let’s pray earnestly
that God would produce such fruit in us, that we may declare the praises of him
who called us out of darkness and into his wonderful light!

Yours in Christ,
Rod
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PRAYER
“How can we turn our knowledge about God into
knowledge of God? The rule for doing this is
demanding, but simple. It is that we turn each truth
that we learn about God into a matter for meditation
before God, leading to prayer and praise to God.”
- J.I. Packer, Knowing God
As we study God’s Word together this term, it would be a great tragedy to simply
grow in our knowledge about God. Rather, our desire is to grow in our
knowledge of God personally. To do this we must translate the truths we are
learning from God’s Word into prayer and praise to God.
Throughout this booklet we have included prayers which respond to the passage
we’ve been studying. We encourage you to read these prayers and make them
your own. Our hope is that these prayers might inspire you and begin to form a
habit of responding to God with Word-soaked prayers.
Underneath each of these written prayers we have left some blank space for you
to record prayer points for those in your Home Group. Praying for one another is
a vital part of our ministry to each other – both when gathered as a Home Group
and beyond that gathered time. As Peter himself reminds us, “The end of all
things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.”
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INTRO TO 1 PETER
Peter is often recognised as the leader amongst Jesus’ 12 disciples. He is depicted
as quick to speak, brash, acting before thinking. Before meeting Jesus, he was a
fisherman and many assume that he would have been a down-to-earth kind of
bloke.
In the years he spent with Jesus, Peter had some big ‘wins’: walking on the water,
identifying Jesus as the Christ, being present for Jesus’ transfiguration.
But in each case, there was also a negative associated. Walking on the water he
sinks and needs rescue, after identifying Jesus as the Christ he is then rebuked for
his worldly thinking, at the transfiguration he speaks out of fear and not knowing
what to say.
But it is his bold declaration that even if everyone else turned from Jesus, he
would not, that leads to Peter’s most spectacular ‘fail’. Jesus assures Peter that he
will, in fact, disown Jesus three times and that is exactly what comes to pass.
From the gospels we see that Peter is one who had experienced first-hand the
pressure to turn from following Jesus. Fear of others led him to turn his back on
the one he had identified as Christ. And yet Jesus lovingly restored Peter and gave
him an ongoing role of leadership. His failure wasn’t the end of the road but an
experience that could be used to learn from for the future, to empathise with
others and to show us a better way.
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The letter of 1 Peter can be read as the advice of one who has been there, who
knows what it’s like to be pressured to the point of giving up, who has learnt
what can be trusted in and what will inevitably fail.
At the time of writing, persecution of the early church was beginning to ramp up.
Peter speaks into this situation with a message of why it’s worth persevering, how
persecution for being a follower of Jesus can have good outcomes and why siding
with the world is a bad choice. This has practical implications that will transform
how we think about and live in the present.
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

1 Peter For You by Juan R. Sanchez

Homeward Bound by Phillip Jensen
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But you are a chosen
people, a royal
priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special
possession, that you
may declare the praises
of him who called you
out of darkness into
his wonderful light.
1 Peter 2:9
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1 Peter 1:1-12
Sunday 20th October
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1 Peter 1:1-12
Home Group study
How does Peter describe himself in v1? What more do we know about Peter from the
gospels? What were some of his highs and lows whilst following Jesus? (e.g. Matt 16:13-20;
John 18:15-18; 25-27)

Peter became one of the most important leaders of the early church (Acts 2:14, Acts 12, Acts
15:6-11) both for Jewish and Gentile Christians. A letter from him would no doubt have
been highly regarded.
Read 1 Peter 1:1-12
1. Peter’s greeting in v1-2 is packed with seemingly contrasting truths. What is the
readers’ relationship to God? What is their relationship to the world?

2. How does opening with a focus on being both privileged and persecuted shape the
expectations for the whole letter?

3. Praise is Peter’s starting point for his letter (v3). What is Peter grateful to God for?

4. In v6 yet another contrast is made. Compared to the greatness of their future, what is
their present experience?
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5. Having established the pattern of contrasts, how should their present suffering be
perceived?

6. None of this should be a surprise, and yet it can remain a profound mystery. How
does the prophets’ and angels’ reaction clarify the significance of our experience?

Application:
7. Aware of the real-life struggle his readers were facing, Peter places their suffering into
a bigger context. Is suffering all they can expect? Can it have any benefits?

8. Our present experience is that we are strangers and exiles. Until we realise that we
are not a part of the world, we will continue to live by the standards of the world and
seek the approval of the world. How does this truth correct our expectations and
clarify right focus?

9. What are you currently suffering that Peter’s words can speak encouragement into?

Peter’s chief aim in these verses is to cause us to bless or praise God for the mercy that He
has given to us, and in particular for the new life that is ours in Christ. We are now a people
of hope, a people with a certain, eternal inheritance – Praise God for the beautiful ways our
inheritance is described in this passage.
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PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
We praise you for the great mercy you have shown to us through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
You have given us a new life through the living hope we find in Jesus, who rose from the dead. We
cling to the promise of an everlasting inheritance that will be ours through the work of our
Saviour.
As we live as your chosen people, but strangers in the world, we ask that you would continue your
work in refining us. As we face struggles and suffer grief of all kinds, may our precious faith be
strengthened and proved genuine, and may you receive all praise, glory and honour for the work
you are doing through the suffering in our lives. We praise you and we are filled with
inexpressible and glorious joy because we know that you are at work, saving our souls.
We thank you for the privilege it is to know your word, to see you at work throughout history
through the prophets you sent, and to have your Holy Spirit at work within us.
Amen.
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1 Peter 1:13-2:3
Sunday 27th October
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1 Peter 1:13-2:3
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

Verse 13 begins with the word ‘therefore’. What is the link with the previous section?
Read 1 Peter 1:13-2:3
1. The passage in English sounds like a long list of commands. In the original language,
these verses are clearly framed as five responses to hope. What are these responses?
Verse

Response

1:13
1:14-16
1:17-21
1:22-25
2:1-3
2. If our hope is in grace, what is ruled out (v13)? How (practically) can we set our hope
on future grace?

3. 1:2 describes obedience to Jesus as the purpose of our calling. What must obedient
children start doing and stop doing? (v14-16)

Page 12

4. Fear is normally a negative response, but how is it described as a good thing in v1721? What motivates this fear?

5. The first three responses focus on the individual. How does this now overflow to
others in v 22-25? What drives us to do so more and more? What is this contrasted
with?

6. How do the sins described in 2:1 affect others? What effect would they have if
common amongst a church community? Is there something in this list that you need
to work on?

7. What instead is our new craving for and what does it produce?

Application:
8. As you look across this picture of the transformed Christian life, which aspect of
maturity do you find most appealing? Why?

9. How would you best characterise your attitude to God’s Word at the moment? If it is
something less than ‘craving’, why is that? What do we forget about God and his Word
that makes us complacent about our ‘intake’? Which practical steps can you take to
improve your attitude and actions in this area?
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PRAYER
God who hears the prayers of your children,
You are a holy God. We want to honour you and become more like you. Help us to be holy too as
we live as strangers here in reverent fear. We have been purified through obedience to your truth,
and so we ask that you help us to love one another with deep sincerity of heart, that our lives
might be a testament to your work in us. Help us to not conform to the evil desires of our old,
perishable selves, but to live as your children, self-controlled and pure. Rid us of all malice, deceit,
hypocrisy, envy and slander and help us to live as people who have been born again through the
precious blood of Christ. He has redeemed us from the empty way of life to live in the sure hope
of your glorious grace. May we crave more and more of you, so that we may mature and grow up
in our salvation, for we have tasted your goodness and know that your word stands forever. May
we set our hope fully on that beautiful grace that has been given to us through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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1 Peter 2:4-10
Sunday 3rd November
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1 Peter 2:4-10
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

Read 1 Peter 2:4-10
1. Peter gives Jesus the title of ‘Living Stone’, a phrase not used anywhere else in the
Bible. Why might Peter have chosen these words? (Dt 32:4, Is 26:4, 1 Cor 10:4, Mt
16:18)

2. How is the treatment Jesus received from the world (v4) the pattern for how we
should expect to be treated?

3. Peter quotes three Old Testament passages. What contrasting reactions to Jesus do
these passages emphasise?

4. Verses 9-10 explain our new identity in corporate terms. What difference does it make
that believers are united together, and not just individual followers of Jesus?
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5. What are God’s purposes in redeeming and unifying us? How should this affect our
daily lives?

Application:
6. Our response to Jesus is presented as of crucial significance. Peter is writing to
Christians, so why emphasise this point?

7. One of Israel’s biggest mistakes recorded in the Old Testament is that they assumed
God’s blessings were only for them. How can we remember the reason for our
rescue:
with fellow Christians?

with non-Christians?
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PRAYER
Our mighty fortress,
We praise you God for calling us out of darkness and into your wonderful light. You have shown
us great mercy and made us your chosen people. You are at work gathering us, so that we, like
living stones, may be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering our lives as
acceptable sacrifices to you through Jesus Christ, our precious cornerstone. We put all our trust in
Jesus, the living Stone, who is a stumbling block to some, but to us, he is the precious foundation
on which our entire lives are built. We praise you for Jesus, our rock, and our redeemer. May you
build something beautiful and for your glory, through our lives and our church.
Amen.
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1 Peter 2:11-25
Sunday 10th November
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1 Peter 2:11-25
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

Read 1 Peter 2:11-25
1. In v11-12, Peter portrays the Christian life as a war. What are we fighting against and
why?

2. It has been said that we should live ‘to please an audience of one’. While pleasing
God is always to be our ultimate goal, what ongoing expectations remain in regards
to human leaders? (v13-17)

3. Obedience/submission is one aspect of doing good. What is the motivation for
behaving this way?

4. Slaves, by definition, cannot choose what they do. And yet Peter identifies that their
motivations and attitudes are still under their control (v18-20). What does Peter
encourage them to do and why?
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5. Have you ever prayed earnestly to know your calling? How is it defined in v21-25?
How does that make you feel?

6. How is Jesus’ example the pattern for us? How does his death on our behalf enable us
to follow his example?

Application:
7. We are called by God to do good (2:12, 15, 20). In what ways do we fail to live up to
this standard? What should we do when we fail?

8. Peter’s commands sound like we need to be remarkably passive, especially to a
society that so strongly values personal rights. How can we obey this without
becoming ‘doormats’?
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PRAYER
Merciful Lord,
We thank you for Jesus. We thank you that he suffered for us so that we can be in right
relationship with you. We thank you for his example, that though he lived perfectly, he submitted
to those in authority who wrongly condemned him. We thank you that he bore the punishment
meant for us, that he bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness. It is by his wounds that we are healed.
We pray that we might follow his example and submit to those in authority over us. Help us to live
good and godly lives, even when we are under pressure or are unfairly treated. May we not
retaliate or make threats when we suffer, but may we entrust ourselves to you, who we know
judges justly.
May we live as servants of you, showing proper respect to everyone, silencing those who do
wrong through the way we live our lives, for your sake. Help us to live such good lives among
those who don’t follow you that, though they accuse us of wrong, they may see our good deeds
and glorify you on the day Jesus returns.
Amen.
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A PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Loving Heavenly Father,
Our hearts become heavy when we consider our brothers and sisters around the world who
are suffering greatly for your name. We know that, while we are free to worship you here in
Australia, others do not enjoy such privileges. We know that for some, following you will
cost them their jobs, their homes, their families, even their very lives. We are grieved when
we hear of the enormous pressures they are under as their own families, friends and
governments turn against them for following you.
Abba, father, be with them. Bring them a peace that surpasses all understanding. Help them
to stand unwaveringly on the promises of your word. We know that it is a firm foundation
for their lives. Help them to press on, to fix their eyes on you, the author and perfector of
their faith. Help them, somehow, to find joy, even in the harshness of their circumstances,
because they know that they have been saved by you. Protect them and keep them strong.
Help them to cling to Jesus, to trust that you are in control, and that your power far
outweighs any other authority in the entire universe. Help them to remember your
goodness, and to find comfort in your justice.
Lord, we pray also for their persecutors. We know God that no heart is too far from you,
that you are able to save and to change anyone. We think of the apostle Paul who once
persecuted your people, and we are encouraged to know that you can soften even the
hardest of hearts, and turn human wickedness for our good and for your glory. And so we
commit these persecutors to you and ask that, in your great love and mercy, you would
change their hearts, that they too may come to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
Prompt our hearts, Father, to be praying for our persecuted brothers and sisters regularly.
And help us not to take for granted the privileged situation of our lives in this country.
Inspired by the example of the persecuted church, may we boldly make a stand for Jesus.
May we not be distracted by the cares of this world, but may we commit our whole lives to
loving you, serving you, encouraging our brothers and sisters and shamelessly sharing the
gospel with others.
To you be the honour, glory and power both now and forever.
Amen.
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SUPPORTING THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Open Doors estimates that in the top 50 countries alone, 245 million Christians face
intimidation, prison, or even death for their faith in Jesus. One in nine Christians worldwide
are persecuted for their faith.
It is our responsibility and our privilege to stand alongside and support our brothers and
sisters who are suffering for the name of Jesus. One way of doing this is to link in with the
work of Open Doors. Open Doors was established in 1955 when Brother Andrew, a newly
committed Christian, began smuggling Bibles into Eastern Europe. Since then Open Doors
has expanded to work in over 70 countries, providing Bibles, training and practical support
to the persecuted church.
There are a number of ways you can get educated and involved in supporting the
persecuted church through the work of Open Doors.
EMAIL NEWSLETTER
To subscribe to the Open Doors email newsletter which contains stories and prayer points
go to:

https://www.opendoors.org.au/sign-up/
PODCAST
To listen to the Open Doors podcast go to:

https://www.opendoors.org.au/persecuted-christians/podcast/
DONATE
To give financially to the work of Open Doors go to:

https://www.opendoors.org.au/checkout/
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1 Peter 3:1-7
Sunday 17th November
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1 Peter 3:1-7
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

As we look at this passage, note that the assumption of v1-6 is that the wife has become a
follower of Jesus, while her husband has not. In v7 the husband is a Christian, as is his wife.
Read 1 Peter 3:1-7
1. What does Peter refer to in v1 when he says "Wives, in the same way submit to your
own husbands"? In the same way as what?

2. What is expected of the Christian wife? What is the aim of this?

3. It is sometimes argued that our society has “progressed” and such behaviour is no
longer appropriate. Is there any indication that this expectation was normal or easy
for the women Peter is writing to? What are the implications for today?

4. Beauty remains one of the highest goals in our society. How does Peter’s redefinition
of beauty redirect wives’ focus?
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5. How are the godly women of the Old Testament an example of how wives are to
behave?

6. What requirement is placed on Christian husbands? What does this look like in
practice? Come up with examples.

7. If husbands reject this instruction, what consequence results? Why is that such a big
deal?

Application:
8. In a society in which submission is ridiculed, why hang onto such an “outdated”
concept? How is this pattern of relationships a good thing?

9. How are the principles in this passage also instructive to those who are not married?
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PRAYER
Glorious bridegroom,
We thank you for the gift of marriage. We commit to you the marriages of our church and pray for
those of us who are married. We pray for the wives of our congregations, particularly those with
unbelieving husbands. We pray that you might enable them to live pure and reverent lives, and
that the way they live and conduct themselves might compel their husbands to put their trust in
you. We pray that you might help the wives throughout our church to graciously and humbly
follow the lead of their loving husbands.
We pray for the women throughout our congregations, that they may not be swayed by our
culture in prioritising outer beauty, but would instead pursue an inner beauty that is of great
worth in your sight. We pray also for the husbands in our church. May they be men who are
considerate, who regard their wives with deep respect and who lead them with great humility. We
thank you that you offer salvation to both men and women alike and that we can join together as
heirs of the gracious gift of life you have given to us.
Amen.
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1 Peter 3:8-22
Sunday 24th November
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1 Peter 3:8-22
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

While the goal of submission and laying down our rights in various relationships is to win
people to Christ, the reality is that sometimes it doesn’t work!
Read 1 Peter 3:8-22
1. How would you describe the way Peter calls us to to interact with other Christians in
v8?

2. Sometimes, even when Christians live honourably, they will be opposed. Even in
those circumstances, Peter says, the believer is to keep their conduct pure. How is the
believer expected to respond? (v9-12)

3. How does the quotation of Psalm 34:12-16 illustrate the principle?

4. Being harmed for doing good is unlikely, but still a real possibility. What should all
our interactions with non-believers be marked by? (v13-17)
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5. Verses 18-22 are renowned as difficult to understand, and many aspects of these
verses are indeed unclear. However, the purpose of these examples (Jesus and Noah)
are clear. Why does Peter give these examples? (v17-18) What does Jesus’ suffering
demonstrate?

Application:
6. How many church quarrels would have been avoided if Christians pursued a unity of
goal and mind? How much more attractive would the church look to outsiders if they
observed us sharing one another’s burdens and joys? What would a 3:8 Home Group
look like?

7. The natural reaction when someone either speaks or acts against us is to seek to get
our own back, to stand up for our rights and to obtain immediate justice. What will
enable us to resist our natural response and do what God requires?

8. How can we help our suffering Christian friends to persevere in godliness?
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PRAYER
Lord who listens to our prayers,
We praise you for the work of Jesus, who died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring us to you. We thank you for the unwavering hope that this brings to us. We
ask that we would always, in our hearts, set apart Jesus as Lord, and that we might be ever ready
to gently and respectfully share with others the reason for our hope in you.
We pray that you would help us to live for you. May we live in harmony with one another, making
every effort to seek peace and pursue it. Help us to be sympathetic, compassionate and humble.
May we keep our tongues from evil and our lips from deceitful speech. Give us the strength and
ability to repay evil with blessing, because we know this is what you have called us to do. When
we suffer for doing good, be with us. Help us to not be afraid, but to put our trust in you, for all
powers and authorities must submit to you, and you are against those who do evil.
Amen.
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1 Peter 4:1-19
Sunday 1st December
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1 Peter 4:1-19
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

Read 1 Peter 4:1-19
1. The word ‘therefore’ strongly links this section to the tricky passage at the end of
chapter 3. What is the application Peter makes with regards to how we live?

2. Verses 2-11 contrast the old and new ways of life. What are some of the features of
these two lives and the outcome of those ways of living (v 5, 11)
Old ways:
New Ways:

Outcome:

Outcome:

3. What further incentive are we given for not returning to our old/easy life?
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4. Verse 7 again makes a link (c.f. 3:7) between our godly behaviour and our ability to
pray. What is Peter saying?

5. Verses 12-19 show that it is normal for Christians to suffer, but is all suffering ‘good’?

6. What response should we have when we suffer?

Application:
7. A clear vision of the end, and a clear passion for the glory of God will make an
enormous difference to our conduct in the church. Look back over the list of new
ways from Q2. What can you commit to doing to bring praise to God this week?

8. Suffering is often considered evidence God doesn’t even exist. What is the Biblical
understanding of suffering? Is all suffering good?
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PRAYER
Righteous Judge,
We know that our lives are accountable to you. We thank you that Jesus suffered on our behalf so
that, although we were dead in our sins, we have now been made alive in Christ. Help us,
therefore, to live not for our evil human desires, but in accordance with your will, for we know
that the end is near. Help us to be clear minded and self controlled. Help us to love each other
deeply. May we cheerfully extend hospitality to all and joyfully use whatever gifts we have received
in the service of others, that you might be glorified. Though suffering as a Christian is difficult,
may we rejoice that we get to bear that name, for we know that we are blessed and that the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon us, even when we are insulted because of Christ. May we praise
you all the more as we participate in Christ’s sufferings and commit ourselves to you, our faithful
Creator, who will judge the living and the dead.
To you be the glory and the power forever and ever.
Amen.
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1 Peter 5:1-14
Sunday 8th December
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1 Peter 5:1-14
Home Group study
What did you find helpful or challenging from the sermon?

Read 1 Peter 5:1-14
1. As he comes to the end of his letter, Peter speaks directly to the church leaders. What
extra expectations are placed on those in leadership?

2. Who are they to emulate? (v4)

3. What is the attitude required of younger people towards their elders? (v5) How is this
different to what we see in the secular world around us? How is this duty similar (“in
the same way”) to the role of elders (v1-4)?

4. Peter yet again warns that this way of living is not going to be easy. Who is behind the
difficulty and how should we respond? (v8-9)
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5. Who does the final outcome depend on (v10)? What response should this elicit from
us?

6. Babylon was the location of Judah’s exile. Why conclude with this mention in v13?

Application:
7. Humility is the focus of this final chapter of Peter’s letter (5:3, 5, 6, 10). Humility, like
all virtues, can be simulated, and the result is false humility or disguised pride. How
can we avoid, and help each other to avoid, this attractive substitute?

8. Peter concludes his letter with a charge for the Christians to “stand fast” in the “true
grace of God” (v12). What could stop you from standing fast in God’s grace? What have
you learnt throughout this series that gives you reason to hold on to Jesus?
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PRAYER
Our Chief Shephard and God of all grace,
Thank you for the elders of our church, willing overseers who are eager to serve. Thank you for
their care for our church and for their leadership as they set an example for us. Please be with
them and give them all strength and wisdom as they continue to guide us and point us to you.
Help all of us to be humble, self-controlled and alert. We know that the enemy wants to
overwhelm us and drag us away from you. Help us to resist him, to stand firm in the faith,
steadfast and strong. We know that truth and grace come from you alone. May we stand fast in
your grace and truth always. We know that you care for us, and so we cast all our anxiety onto
you, thankful that you invite us to do this. May your peace be on all of us who are in Christ. To
him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

Page 40

