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DAY 1

THE FALL

Our need for a Saviour
 
The scene recorded in Genesis is a familiar one. So familiar, it is easy to underestimate or to
forget altogether the gravity of the situation recorded. At the heart of the tragedy there is a
grave failure to trust God’s word and rule as both good and true. God had already given Adam
and Eve everything they needed to flourish under him. And he had also given clear commands
on how they were to flourish under him, warning them not to eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for if they did, they would die. There are a number of questions in
this excerpt of scripture, but the very first question ever written in the Bible is a dangerous
one: “Did God really say ‘you must not eat from any tree in the garden?" It’s a sneaky question.
A question designed to provoke confusion and to instil doubt. More than that, the serpent’s
next comments directly oppose and contradict the word of God “You will not certainly die”,
and then go on to paint God as someone who has withheld goodness from his people “For
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.”
 
Truth versus lies. God’s word versus the serpent’s. Clarity versus confusion. God’s good rule
versus the corruption of rebellion. Good versus evil. Life versus death. 
 
And the tragedy is that Eve chose the latter each time. The tragedy is that we have too,
exchanging the “truth about God for a lie” (Rom 1:25). For “all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Rom 3:23).
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Read Genesis 3:1-19 and Psalm 14:1-3 

THE LORD LOOKS DOWN FROM HEAVEN AT THE HUMAN
RACE TO SEE IF THERE IS ONE WHO IS WISE, ONE WHO
SEEKS GOD. ALL HAVE TURNED AWAY, ALL ALIKE HAVE
BECOME CORRUPT, THERE IS NO ONE WHO DOES GOOD,

NOT EVEN ONE. 
 

PSALM 14:2-3
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We see the devastating consequences of such choices begin to unfold in the Genesis story.
Where there was vulnerability and intimacy, Adam and Eve now have newfound feelings of guilt
and shame. Where there was once openness and freedom in relationship, now they hide
themselves from God out of fear. Where there was unity, now there is blame. Where there was
communion and teamwork, now there is a fight for and abuse of power. Where there was
flourishing, now there is struggle. The earlier commission to fill the earth and rule over it is now
made agonisingly difficult, as childbirth comes with great pain and work becomes toilsome and
hard. More than all this, just as God had warned, death is now imminent. Death to the thriving
natural world. Death of peaceful human relationships. Death to our physical bodies, now frail.
And, worst of all, death to our relationship with God, our creator. 
 
Only heaven can help us now. We need a Saviour.



DAY 2

THE PROMISE

Hope for the future
 
We have skipped ahead a number of generations now since yesterday’s reading. Across the
chapters skipped, there has been evidence of God’s mercy, even as people live in a fallen world
(see the experiences of Cain, Enoch and Noah recorded in Genesis for examples of this). 
 
But what we find here in God’s words to Abraham, is an amazing promise to reverse the effects
of the fall altogether. A covenant (or a contract) is made between God and Abraham. Abraham
himself brings little to the table - this is all about what God will do. He promises children, land
and blessing to the old man. Beyond this, he says that “all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you” (Gen 12). Where there was a curse from the fall, now there is promised blessing
from God! 
 
Furthermore, this promised hope for the future is not a secondary plan by God. It was his
primary plan all along, right from the outset. Today’s passage in Ephesians shows us that God
had planned before the creation of the world to adopt us back to himself through Jesus. As
Vaughan Roberts writes “From before the creation, God has had a plan to put the whole world
right by re-establishing his kingdom through his Son, the Lord Jesus, so that once more he is
glorified… As God’s plan of salvation is eternal, it is no surprise to see hints of it even during the
dark days of the fall and its immediate aftermath; even then the bright light of the gospel can be
seen. It gives hope in the midst of despair and begins to promise better things to come.”  
 
In his extravagant mercy, God has always planned to rescue sinners. Though the effects of the
fall are felt in every area of life, God refuses to let sin have the final say. Nothing can defeat God
or thwart his plan. 
 
A Saviour is coming.
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Read Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-8, Galatians 3:7-9 and Ephesians 1:3-6

“God’s Big Picture: Tracing the story-line of the Bible”. Vaughan Roberts. Pages 48-49.

1
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IN HIS EXTRAVAGANT
MERCY, GOD HAS ALWAYS

PLANNED TO RESCUE
SINNERS.
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TURN, LORD, AND
DELIVER ME; SAVE ME

BECAUSE OF YOUR
UNFAILING LOVE
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PSALM 6:4



DAY 3

THE WAITING

Longing for a Saviour to arrive
 
God had indeed promised a Saviour. But he did not provide a timeframe for when the Messiah
would arrive. Generations and generations of Jewish people over hundreds and hundreds of
years awaited and looked forward to the Saviour’s arrival. Time and time again God confirmed
that he would make good on his promise. After his covenant with Abraham, God spoke of his
plans to Abraham’s son Isaac, and then his son Jacob. Further down the track, Moses speaks of
an even greater prophet (someone who speaks messages from the Lord to the people) who will
come (see Deut 18). Still later, the prophet Isaiah is used by God to provide details about the
promised Saviour who would be named Emmanuel, “God with us”, and be born of a virgin. We
see elsewhere in the book of Micah the reconfirmation of the coming of the Saviour, with further
details added, including that he would be born in Bethlehem.  
 
Most of the Old Testament takes place in a period of waiting. Of anticipation. Of expectant
longing for God to fulfil his promise. There are plenty of times in this waiting where sin seems to
take over, and the people aren’t looking expectantly for a Saviour at all. They’re too busy living “as
they saw fit” (Judges 21:25). We see in the book of Judges some examples of the devastating
situations that arise as a result of people living without reference to God. However, there are
other examples in the Old Testament where, in the mess and chaos, heartache and injustice of
life in a sinful world, we see souls cry out in eager expectation for God to finally bring relief. 
David’s Psalm is one such example. In verses 2-4 he cries “Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am faint;
heal me, Lord, for my bones are in agony. My soul is in deep anguish. How long, Lord, how long?
Turn, Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love”. David’s heart cries out for a
Saviour. He casts all his anxiety on him. And though the Saviour does not arrive in David’s
lifetime, he still has hope in the Messiah that is to come, and trusts that God will keep his
promises. He entrusts himself to the goodness and mercy of God and seems to find contentment
in the waiting, knowing that “the  Lord  has heard my weeping. The  Lord  has heard my cry for
mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer.” (Psalm 6: 8-9). 
 
The echo throughout the Old Testament is that a Saviour is desperately needed, and that a
Saviour is definitely coming. God WILL fulfil his promises.
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Read Psalm 6



DAY 4

THE ARRIVAL

Because of who he is
Because of what he came to do

The Messiah is born
 
You’ve probably only read these verses in December! They are some of the most famous
passages we turn to during Christmas time, and with good reason. After hundreds of years of
waiting and waiting, Jesus, the Messiah, was finally here, and his arrival prompts great
rejoicing. From heavenly angels to foul-smelling shepherds, the coming of Christ stirs hearts. 
But the birth of any child is a wonderful time of celebration, so why is Jesus’ arrival so
breathtaking? 
Well, there are two main reasons:
 
1.
2.

 
Scripture shows us that Jesus was not just another human being. Rather, he was God himself.
Philippians 2 tells us that Jesus, “in very nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness”. He was at once fully God and
fully man. The opening verses of John’s gospel refer to Jesus as ‘the Word’ and state that “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1:1-4).
Jesus is God himself: Creator, Sustainer, All powerful and eternal. He himself declared that
“before Abraham was born, I am!” (John 8:58). And, in coming to earth in human likeness, he
humbled himself in the most profound way possible. The infinite allowed himself to become
finite. The eternal allowed himself to become temporal. The Almighty God who spoke the
world into existence, who flung the stars into space, who made plans before creation even
existed and who worked those plans out throughout generations of history, now humbled
himself to become a helpless infant incapable of lifting his own head. That’s breathtaking! 
And he did this in order that he might be ‘the light’ and shine into the darkness of our sin.
Which leads us to our second point: what Jesus came to do.
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Read Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 2:1-20



Jesus himself declared that he had “come into the world as a light, so that no one who
believes in me should stay in darkness” (John 12:46). Hebrews tells us that Jesus
“appeared once for all… to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb 9:26). 
 
God had a plan to deal with sin himself. The birth of Jesus signalled the arrival of the long
awaited Saviour.
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DAY 5

THE EXECUTION

 

When God's Son died
 
A weak politician who favoured popularity over justice. A murderer released from prison,
while an innocent man stood condemned. Executioners delighting in their job to take life. 
Skin freshly gashed and lungs gasping for air, his tortured body dangled above while they
gambled for his clothes below. His final moments, a public spectacle. Onlookers mocked
and hurled insults till every remaining piece of dignity was destroyed. Even those also being
crucified taunted him. 
 
As darkness covered the whole land, Jesus quoted Psalm 22 and spoke the most chilling of
cries “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
 
He knew the answer. And so do we: it was for our sake that he was forsaken. 
 
Stuart Townend penned a beautiful hymn that you’ll probably be familiar with. Take a
moment to read over the lyrics (particularly the first few verses) and reflect on these words.
Then spend some time in quietness and prayer today remembering the cross, and the
supreme price that Jesus paid for us. He has died the death that we deserve. He is our
Saviour. And by his wounds, we are healed.
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Read Mark 15:6-39 and Isaiah 53:1-12

WE ALL WENT ASTRAY LIKE SHEEP; 
WE ALL HAVE TURNED TO OUR OWN WAY; 

AND THE LORD HAS PUNISHED HIM FOR THE
INIQUITY OF US ALL.

 
ISAIAH 53:6



HOW DEEP THE

FATHER'S LOVE FOR US

  
How deep the Father's love for us

How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss

The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One

Bring many sons to glory
 

Behold the man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

 
I will not boast in anything

No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward?

I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart

His wounds have paid my ransom
 

CCLI Song # 1558110 Stuart Townend © 1995 
Thankyou Music (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
 www.ccli.com CCLI Licence # 88595
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DAY 6

THE FEAR

 

Waiting in the in-between
 
Different people had different responses to the death of Jesus, but they were marked by
one commonality: fear. 
 
Followers of Jesus were filled with a fear of the Jews. If the Jewish leaders could bend the
will of not just the Jewish population, but the Roman officials who ruled over them, then
there really wasn’t anything they couldn’t do. They had orchestrated the brutal and unjust
execution of a crimeless man, stirring up the crowd to cry for Jesus’ crucifixion and placing
great political pressure on those who governed the population. If they could have Jesus
killed, they could surely harm anyone. 
 
We’re told in John 19 that a man named Joseph of Arimathea, requested from Pilate the
body of Jesus. He was a secret follower of Jesus, because he feared the Jews. Nonetheless,
he is somewhat bold in his assertiveness to see that Jesus’ body is properly prepared for
burial, although it does seem that his actions are done quietly and away from the public eye
so as not to draw attention to his affiliation with Christ. 
 
Later on in John, we are told that Jesus’ disciples had ‘gathered together with the doors
locked because they feared the Jews’ (John 20:19). We aren’t told whether they were grieving
Jesus’ death or hopeful of his resurrection. We’re just told that they hid themselves away,
afraid. They must have been deeply affected by witnessing Jesus’ crucifixion, and feeling a
deep sense of loss. Was all hope dashed for them? It certainly seems like a time of
weakness. Whilst Joseph dared venture out in public to bury Jesus’ body, the disciples
feared for their own lives and hid themselves away in someone’s home. 

8 DAY EASTER DEVOTIONAL | WBC12

Read Matthew 27:62-66



 
 
But it wasn’t just the followers of Jesus who now felt a sense of fear, it was his adversaries
as well. They were well aware of Jesus’ claims that he would rise again and, unlike some of
his followers, it seems that they had both remembered and understood Jesus’ words. The
chief priests and Pharisees requested of Pilate that the arrangements be made to secure
the tomb where Jesus lay. They feared that Jesus’ disciples would start a conspiracy, stealing
away the dead body, and claiming that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead. If such a
rumour spread, they would again lose control and authority over the Jews. And so they
made arrangements for a large stone to be rolled into place to secure the tomb, making it
impossible to invade. They also had Pilate appoint a guard of soldiers to monitor the
surrounds of the tomb, so that no one could steal the body away.
 
Jesus was indeed dead. No one questioned that. But what now?
Was all hope for a Saviour lost?
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DAY 7

THE RESURRECTION

 

Our living hope
 
Happy Easter! 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Today we celebrate the day death died. Jesus has conquered the grave! There is nothing in
the universe that he does not have supreme authority over – even death itself! Before his
crucifixion, Jesus said “I lay down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up
again” (John 10:17b-18a). His resurrection proved that his claims were absolutely true. 
 
The resurrection is crucial to our salvation. If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then he
would be reduced to a well-intentioned, self-sacrificial martyr. That is honourable, but it
cannot save us. It is not enough to deal with our sin. 
 
The apostle Paul recognised this and wrote about it to the church in Corinth: “And if Christ
has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith… if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Cor 15:14, 17-20). Paul
goes on to point out that Jesus is “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since
death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as
in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him (1 Cor 15:20-23). This means that
the resurrection of Jesus isn’t the only resurrection that will occur. We will rise too! Just as
all of humanity fell into sin which leads to death (remember Day 1 with Adam and Eve?) so
too all who follow Jesus will be made alive (eternally!) in Christ.
 
The resurrection matters. It is the ultimate game changer. It is how the curse of the fall is
reversed. It is how our sin is overcome. It is how our Saviour saves us. It is how death dies.
Jesus has conquered the grave! Praise be to God! He is our living hope!
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Read Matthew 28:1-10, Acts 2:23-24 and 1 Peter 1:3-9



8 DAY EASTER DEVOTIONAL | WBC15

PSALM 6:4

“WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR
VICTORY?

WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR
STING?”

THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN...
BUT THANKS BE TO GOD!

HE GIVES US THE VICTORY
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS

CHRIST.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:55-57



DAY 8

THE NEW LIFE

Living in light of the cross
 
We saw on Day 1 that our sin leads to death. 
But, if we put our faith and trust in Jesus, then we claim his death as our own. We no longer
face eternal, spiritual death. We will never have to know what it feels like to be forsaken by
the Father. Jesus has already bore that on our behalf. He substituted himself into that
position, so that we would never have to face the full extent of the consequences of our sin,
of our failure to recognise God’s word and rule as both good and true. Instead, we have
been saved by grace, and made alive with Christ! Those who have accepted Jesus as their
Lord and Saviour have now rejected the old way of thinking. We have rejected that life of
sin. It is dead to us!
 
So those who have died to their old self cannot go on living as they once did. Those who
have died to their old self cannot live as if their dead self was alive! The death and
resurrection of Jesus changes everything!
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Read Colossians 3:1-17 and Ephesians 2:4-5

BUT GOD, BEING RICH IN MERCY, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT
LOVE WITH WHICH HE LOVED US, EVEN WHEN WE WERE
DEAD IN OUR TRESPASSES, MADE US ALIVE TOGETHER

WITH CHRIST—BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED.
 

EPHESIANS 2:4-5



It changes the way we think as we focus on heavenly rather than earthly things. It changes
the way we speak, and what we say, and how we interact with one another. It changes the
things we desire and the things we pursue. It changes our attitude towards forgiveness. It
makes us more compassionate, more kind, more humble, more patient and more gentle. It
gives us peace in our hearts. It makes us thankful and glad.  It changes the motivations
behind the things we do in life: whether word or deed, it is now all to be done in the name
of the Lord Jesus, dedicated to him and for his glory.  
 
Living in light of the cross means living a new life. Our old self is dead and buried. Our new
self is alive with Christ. Let us live in a way that glorifies the name of Jesus. Let us live in a
way that demonstrates a deep and profound gratitude for what he has done for us. Let us
display our joy in and thanksgiving for the wonder of God’s good plan, who chose to redeem
us right from the beginning of time. And let us “grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen”  (2 Peter 3:18).
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I HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH
CHRIST AND I NO LONGER LIVE,
BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME. THE

LIFE I NOW LIVE IN THE BODY, I
LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF

GOD, WHO LOVED ME AND
GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME.

GALATIANS 2:20


