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A Sneak Peak...



“To fail to pray is
not to merely break some

religious rule- 
it is a failure to treat 

GOD as GOD”
 

Timothy Keller 
“Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God”



Phew!
 
Does that quote feel like a slap in the face? Are you feeling the sting of rebuke?
Friend, this quote is not here to make you feel guilty and even more distant from
God. It is here to encourage you to draw nearer to Him. It's been shared so that
you might be convicted of the weighty importance of prayer, and desire to better
relate to the Lord.
 
The Bible instructs us to pray, bringing all kinds of requests before God (Eph 6:18),
praying through both the joys and sorrows of this life (James 5:13). When we pray,
we express our dependence on the Lord, and our desire to be in relationship with
Him. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (James 5:16). As we
bring our hopes, cares, fears and desires before the Lord and ask Him to act, we
submit to Him as both the sovereign Lord of all, and as our loving Father who
delights in His children. By praying, we are transformed, our perspectives are
altered and situations change. 
 
This Prayer Guide has been created to prompt you to pray. Perhaps it will give you
things to pray about that you haven't considered before. Perhaps it will help you to
slow down and to go into greater depth about things you've already been
praying about. Perhaps it'll just remind you to spend some time praying! Whatever
the case, may your prayer life benefit from this two-week Guide, as you commit
time to intentionally meet with God each day.  Think of this Guide as a mini
intensive course on prayer. You’ll be praying in a wider variety of ways than usual,
and perhaps with more deliberate forethought than usual. It probably won’t be
sustainable to be this creative in your prayers every single day of your life, but
hopefully this two week period will introduce you to a number of different
practices and topics which you can incorporate into your prayer life on a more
regular basis. As you read through the Guide each day, use some (or all!) of its
prompts to guide your prayers for the day.
 
 



There are a number of different ways we can pray. Sometimes we might be in
groups, other times we may be on our own. We can pray in our minds, speak
words out loud or write them down as letters to God. We can even pray through
song! As long as we are sincere of heart, remembering that God is not impressed
by elegant words, superficiality or efforts to impress others (see Matt 6: 5-8), then
we can pray however we like! We can pray anywhere, anytime and with confidence
that God will hear us (1 John 5:15). What a privilege that we have 24/7 access to
God himself!
 
We encourage you to be praying prayers throughout the day as well, inviting God
into each moment of your day. Pray as you are driving or working or exercising.
Pray with others and pray on your own. It is good for us to be in relationship with
the Lord, sharing all aspects of our lives with Him and bringing everything before
Him. It's one way that we treat God as God and acknowledge our dependence on
Him in all things.



In Matthew 6, Jesus offers his disciples instruction and guidance on prayer.
He teaches them about what their attitude should be as they pray and what
they should pray about. One section in particular is very well known and has
come to be referred to as “The Lord’s Prayer”.  
 
 
In MATTHEW 6:9-13 we read: 
 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,
your will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
    as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from the evil one.’
 
 
Jesus offers us this prayer to pray for ourselves. We can take these exact
words and pray them back to God. However, below is a guide in thinking
through more about what this prayer is really about. The column on the left
quotes the exact words Jesus used, while the column on the right offers
some ideas on how to think through and flesh out each of the phrases in
the prayer.  Today, use both columns to guide your prayer time.

DAY 1

T H E  L O R D ' S  P R A Y E R



Our Father in heaven Focus on what God as ‘Father’ means. He is our
protector, our provider. He loves us and guides us, He
trains us and disciplines us, He gives us council and
offers us wisdom. He has adopted us as His children. 
We have easy, direct, privileged access to God because
He is our Father. We have a promised inheritance we’ll
receive from Him because we are his children.

Hallowed be your
name

Focus on the holiness of God. His perfection. His purity.
His goodness. Regard Him with great reverence and
deep adoration. Be in awe. Honour Him. Remember His
royalty as the King of Kings. Offer respect, admiration
and wonderment. Treat His name as sacred. Ask that His
name be recognised and exalted throughout the earth! 

Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on
earth as it is in
heaven

Pray that God’s kingdom would reign: that more people
would submit to the Lordship of Jesus and become His
followers, living under His rule. Pray that you, and all
people, would live in joyful obedience to God. Pray that
every corner of the earth would submit to His kingship.
Pray that we would live in line with His will for our lives,
glorifying God, loving one another and flourishing under
His good authority. Pray that we would value and
treasure God's kingdom over everything else the world
has to offer. 

Give us today our
daily bread

This is an opportunity to request provision. Bring your
needs before the Lord. Make your requests known to
Him. Ask Him to supply you with what you need to get
through the day. Rely on Him as your provider and
sustainer. Be dependent. Also recognise the ways God
has and continues to provide.

Forgive us our debts Confess sin. Recognise it in your own heart and life, and
name it. Genuinely repent of it. Ask for forgiveness. Know
that, in Christ, we are made clean.



As we also have 
forgiven our debtors

Ask for help in forgiving the wrong doings of others.
Hand over feelings of bitterness, pain, anger, judgement
and hardness of heart. Ask the Lord to help you
remember how He has cancelled your debts against
Himself, and ask Him to help you to also treat others
with such mercy and forgiveness.

Lead us not into
temptation

Pray that God would help you to see a way out of
moments of temptation. Ask that His Spirit would
convict you, that you would choose obedience and
holiness over giving in to temptation. Ask that God
would continue to make you more like Him, and that He
would protect you from sin.

Deliver us from the
evil one

Ask the Lord to protect you from Satan’s schemes.
Thank Him for the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
which provides a way for us to be delivered from death
and the evil one. Praise Him for making a way for us to
be rescued.

Notice the many times 'us' and 'we' language is used in this prayer. Don't simply
pray for yourself, pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ as well! 



Spend time today praying prayers that focus solely on who God is. 
Below is a list of some of the characteristics (or attributes) of God. Let this list
inspire you to declare the praises of our great God!
 
 
 
ETERNAL                        God has no beginning and no end. He always was, always is

DAY 2
PRAYERS ABOUT GOD'S

CHARACTER

Attribute Definition/Explanation*

and always will be

FAITHFUL God is incapable of anything but fidelity. He is loyally devoted to
His plan and purpose.

GOOD God is pure, there is no defilement in Him. He is unable to sin,
and all He does is good.

GLORIOUS God is ultimately beautiful, deserving of all praise and honour.

GRACIOUS God is kind, giving to us gifts and benefits which we are
undeserving of.

HOLY God is undefiled and unable to be in the presence of
defilement. He is sacred and set-apart.

IMMUTABLE God does not change. He is the same yesterday, today
and tomorrow.

JEALOUS God is desirous of receiving the praise and affection he
rightly deserves.

JUST God governs in perfect justice. He acts in accordance of justice.
In Him there is no wrongdoing or dishonesty.



Attribute Definition/Explanation*

God is eternally, enduringly, steadfastly loving and affectionate.
He does not forsake or betray His covenant love.

LOVE

MERCIFUL God is compassionate, withholding us from the wrath that we
are deserving of.

God is all powerful. His strength is unlimited.OMNIPOTENT

OMNIPRESENT God is present everywhere at the same time and at all times. 

God is all-knowing. There is nothing unknown to Him.OMNISCIENT 

God is long suffering and enduring. He gives ample opportunity
for people to turn toward Him.

PATIENT

God is blameless and upright. There is no wrong found in Him.RIGHTEOUS 

God governs over all things. He is in complete control.SOVEREIGN

God is our measurement of what is fact. By Him, we are able
to discern true and false.

TRUE

God is infinitely knowledgeable and is judicious with his
knowledge.

WISE

*Definitions by The Daily Grace Company



DAY 3
P R A Y E R S  O F

T H A N K S G I V I N G

Today is a day to focus on gratitude. We have so much to be thankful for! 
 
PSALM 100
 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.
 
What are some things you can be thanking God for? 
Here are some prompts that might help you to see the many things in life that we
can rejoice in and give thanks to the Lord for! 
 
 
Provision
Have you had food to eat today? And clean water to drink?
Do you have clothes to wear?
Do you have a bed to sleep in and a roof over your head?
Have you had access to a hot shower?
Have you been given an education that has given you the ability to read and write?
 

 



Relationships
Do you have family members or people who treat you like family? 
Is there someone you treasure as a friend?
Do you have colleagues you respect or enjoy working alongside?
Do you have community at church? Or the support/encouragement of your
homegroup?
Do you enjoy community outside the church? eg sports clubs, rotary etc.  

  
Leisure
What was something enjoyable you got to do this week? 
Is there a particular activity you take delight in?
 
Health
Are you able to see creation, people, colours? 
Can you hear music, birdsong, conversations? 
Are you able to go for a walk, take a jog, go for a swim, chase after children?
Have you had a good sleep? 
Can you breathe easily? 
Are you able to process food and use it for energy to get through your day?

 
The Church 
Have you received personal love and encouragement from other members of our
church? 
Has the word of God been taught faithfully to you? 
Have you benefited from Homegroup studies, studying the word and sharing your
lives?
Have you been matured in your faith through other resources produced by our local
church? Or through the global church?
 
The Gospel
Has God revealed Himself to you? Thank Him for the splendour of creation and for
His precious word.
Has God redeemed you through Jesus Christ? Thank Him for paying such a price.
Does God live in you through the Holy Spirit? Thank Him for his guidance.
Do you have the hope of heaven? Thank Him for his promises.

 
 

These are just a small start! There’s LOTS to be thankful for! 



DAY 4
P R A Y E R S  O F  C O N F E S S I O N

Today marks an opportunity to spend some time reflecting on our own sin and
bringing these things to God. 
 
If you are unaware of any sin in your life, then pray first that God would reveal to
you your sin and convict you of the areas in your life that need to be changed.
 
Spend some time reading Psalm 51. 
 
This is King David’s confession of sin after he was convicted in his heart about his
wrongful actions against Uriah and the adultery he committed with his wife
Bathsheba. It is a wonderful example of a prayer of confession. You could use it as
a prayer for yourself. 
 
Confess to God, from the heart, the sin in your life. Be specific and be genuinely
sorry for it. Don’t gloss over things or move on too quickly. Ask for his forgiveness. 
 
 
Then, be assured friend, because
 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” – 1 John 1:9 

 
Know that, because of God’s grace extended to us through Jesus’ death on the
cross, your sin has been forgiven. It has been dealt with. We are reconciled to
Christ and free to move on and live our lives to the glory of God!  
 

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly

realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the

gift of God” – Eph 2:4-8
 
 



PRAYERS ABOUT OUR
JUSTIFICATON

DAY 5

Jesus took on the death we rightfully deserved, so that we might be declared right
with God. He substituted Himself in our place, exchanging His perfection for our
guilt, so that we would no longer be condemned before God. By accepting Jesus’
work on our behalf, the unrighteous are made righteous, and we are pardoned for
our sin. Praise be to God!
 
Spend some time reading over these passages and reflecting on what it means to be
justified by faith. 
 
Romans 3:21-28        Romans 5:1-11        1 Corinthians 6:9-11       1 Peter 2:24
 
Spend some time praying in response to these things. You might like to use the
prayer below as well.
 
Almighty God, 
You are the rightful judge of the whole world, and I know that I will have to give an
account of my life to you. My sinful actions condemn me before you, Holy God, and the
depths of my imperfection means I am not worthy to come into the presence of your
spotless perfection. But in your goodness and mercy, you chose to pay the penalty for my
sin yourself. Though it cost you infinitely, you chose to bear the punishment for my sin by
sending your son, Jesus, to die on the cross. He surrendered himself, and humbled
himself, so that he could die the death I rightly deserve. His substitutionary sacrifice sets
me free. Boldly, I claim his perfect life for my own. I know I am made right in your sight
because of his death for me. His action on my behalf means that, though I am guilty, I am
declared innocent. My chains have been destroyed, and I have been set free. Blessed be
the name of the Lord! What great love you have lavished on me! Praise be to the Lord, to
God my Saviour, who daily bears my burdens! You are a God who saves and I rejoice in
you! Thank you Jesus for your sacrifice. Thank you Father for my freedom! May my life
testify to the saving grace you have given me. To the only God, my Saviour, be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ my Lord, before all ages, now and
forevermore!  
Amen.
 



DAY 6

PRAYERS OF LAMENT
There will be times in our lives when we experience great suffering and grief, pain
and heartache. Perhaps even right now you are enduring a season of deep sadness.
Some of us are carrying great sorrow. Some of us have experienced terrible distress.
If we have not yet experienced this, then there will come a time when we probably
will. Christians are certainly not immune from all kinds of grief and trouble. Our
world is broken. 
 
To lament something is to passionately express grief or sorrow. The Bible actually
gives us permission to lament. In fact, it is filled with examples of it! Not only is there
the book of Lamentations, but one third of the 150 psalms in the Bible are also
psalms of lament. That’s a lot! The Bible is a very honest book. It is honest about the
human experience. God is aware of our suffering. More than that, he invites us to
share our grief and our outrage with him. It is incredibly comforting and liberating to
be in relationship with a God that we don’t need to tread on egg shells around. We
do not need to hold it all together in front of God. He is aware of our sufferings and
he wants us to lament, to share our pain with him. He is not unfamiliar with
suffering (just consider Jesus on the cross!)
 
Lamenting isn’t just crying or complaining. It is about trusting God. Someone once
said that “Laments turn toward God when sorrow tempts you to run from him”[1].
 
Today is a time to lament. If you’re not in the midst of a painful season now, then
lament over the brokenness of our world. Or pray for someone who you know who
is in a painful season. Cry out to God on their behalf. Pray prayers that ache. Share
your grief with the Lord. Entrust the mess to him. 
 
If you would like to read some Psalms of lament, then look at the following
examples. Perhaps these prayers of lament can be incorporated into your own
prayers. 

Psalm 22
Psalm 42
Psalm 77

 
[1] Mark Vroegop. Dare to Hope in God: How to Lament well. desiringgod.org



HOUSE PRAYERS
Today, use the rooms of your home to inspire prayer. You might even like to move
from room to room as you pray. Here are some suggestions:
 
Kitchen: Thank God for his provision of food. Thank him for the delights of delicious
tastes, smells and textures. Pray that God would help you to joyfully serve your
household through daily tasks such as cooking and cleaning. 
 
Dining: Thank God for the opportunity to share meals with others. Pray that wonderful
and edifying conversations would take place around your dining table. Pray that God
would make you more hospitable and servant hearted. Pray that your dining room
would be a place for love, laughter, friendship, honesty and meaningful conversations
that point hearts to Jesus. 
 
Lounge: Pray that the Holy Spirit would help you to make wise and Godly decisions
about the television shows and movies consumed in your lounge room. Pray that your
family or housemates would enjoy times of relaxation together in this space, reading
books, listening to music, watching a movie together etc. Pray that it might be a warm
and welcoming space for visitors too, and that it would foster good conversation. If you
host a homegroup, pray for the believers who meet weekly in your lounge room to
study God’s word and share their lives with one another. 
 
Bedroom: Pray for rest for your household. Thank God for the gift of sleep. Pray for a
sense of peace for each member of your household, that each person would sleep
soundly, surrendering all the cares of the day to the Lord. If you are married, pray for
your spouse. Pray that you would love, care and serve them well. Pray for the spiritual,
emotional and sexual health of your marriage, that God would safeguard you from
bitterness or unfaithfulness, and unite you together in Christ. 
 
Laundry: Thank God for his provision of clothing and warmth for you and your
household. Pray that God would help you to joyfully serve those you live with, not
begrudging unending chores, but embracing the opportunity to serve others. As you
remove stains and see dirty clothes washed and made new, be reminded of how we too
have been washed and made clean through the sacrifice of Jesus. Praise be to God.

DAY 7



PRAYERS PROMPTED BY
SCRIPTURE

Today, use scripture itself to fuel your prayers. 
 
Spend some time reading over the following passage, studying its meaning. Then,
use the different verses to inspire your prayers for today. Take the time to write a
prayer in response to the passage. You could write your reactions to the various
verses, or literally use these lines of scripture and turn them into prayers to God! 
 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14
 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him
before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he
predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in
the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to
his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times
reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that
we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his
glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until
the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
 
 

DAY 8



PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH

Pray for us during this time of separation when we are unable to gather. Pray that

Pray for particular people from your own congregation. Pray for all those in other

Pray for the various ministries that are still running (eg, Youthgroup on Zoom)

Pray for those ministries that have been forced to pause for a while (eg, 

Pray for our pastors as they strive to faithfully teach us God’s word week by week.

Pray for our elders and deacons. Thank God for these people who serve our

Pray for our Homegroups. Pray for the leaders as they seek to pastorally care for

Pray for our children. Thank God for those who continue to minister to our kids

Praise God for WBC. Thank him for the many personalities, ages and nationalities

Today, spend some time praying for Wollongong Baptist Church.
 

God would protect and sustain the saints, that each person would continue to
abide in Jesus, despite us not meeting together. Pray also for those who have been
struggling with loneliness or unemployment during this time.
 

congregations too.
 

 

“Playtime”, our ESL classes and our Discover course)
 

Pray that God would sustain them and give them great wisdom. Thank God for their
leadership, Godliness and encouragement.
 

church through these weighty positions of leadership. Ask that God give them great
wisdom as they lead and govern our church. Pray for their continued growth in
Godliness and ask God to sustain them in their roles.
 

the members of their group. Pray also for the group itself, that they would
continue to build community with one another around God’s word.
 

even during this time. Ask that each child would come to have their own faith and put
their trust in Jesus.
 

that can gather together, united under Christ. Thank God for the varied gifts he has
blessed us with through the different members of our church body. Pray that we would
seek to use these to serve one another and spur one another on.
 

DAY 9



PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS AND
FAMILY

Pray for those who don’t yet know Jesus - that God would reveal himself to them,

Praise God for those family members who have already put their trust in Jesus. Pray

Pray that your own words and conduct might be worthy of the gospel. Pray that your

Pray for those family members with whom your relationship is distant or strained.

Praise God for the faith of your friend. Ask that he continue to work in them to make

Praise God for the way he has used your friend to encourage you in the faith
Pray that you might be someone who also encourages others in the faith
Pray God would protect and sustain them as they continue to follow Jesus 

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you boldness in sharing the gospel, that you would see

Ask God to give you insight, gentleness and respect as you try to consider life from

Pray your life would be a positive testament to the gospel, and your friends would be

Pray for the salvation of your friends

Today is a day to pray for your family and friends. 
 
Spend some time thinking about and praying for each member of your
immediate and broader family:
 

that they might be saved. 

that God would continue to mature them in the faith. 

life would be a model to believers and a compelling testimony to non-believers. 

Ask that God might help you to offer warmth, forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 
Think of three friends who are an encouragement to you in your faith: 
 

them more like Jesus

 
Think of three friends who are not yet saved: 
 

and not shy away from gospel opportunities

their perspective and understand their worldview, heartaches etc so that you might be
better able to show them how Jesus meets their deepest longings and needs

attracted to it because of the way you live

 

DAY 10



PRAYERS ABOUT OUR
SANCTIFICATION

DAY 11

Spend some time reading and reflecting on any or all of the following Bible
passages:
 
Romans 6:17-18           
Romans 12:1-2          
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Galatians 2:20            
Galatians 5:22-23       
Philippians 1:6           
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24          
 
Are there particular areas in your life where you need to grow in Godliness?
Perhaps you felt convicted from something in these passages? Or your mind
recalled a particular area of your life? 
 
Now, spend some time today praying about your own sanctification. 
 
Thank God for giving you his Holy Spirit to guide you and transform you so that
you are made more like Jesus. Pray that God would help you to live your life in a
way that pleases him. Pray that you would live as the new creation you are. Ask
God to grow you in Godliness, rejecting sin and choosing holiness. 



PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD

The global pandemic of Covid-19
Racism (particularly ongoing issues in the US)
Third world countries and people living in desperate poverty
The darkness of terrorism and those suffering at the hands of extremists 
Natural disasters and issues related to climate change and global warming
State and Federal Governments (and their leaders), both in Australia and around
the world
The prevalence of domestic violence 
Homelessness
Loneliness
The worship of created things rather than the Creator (eg family, sport, sex,
entertainment, consumerism, money, other religions etc) 
The sick and suffering (both physical and mental health)
Issues related to education
Abuses of power in homes, schools, businesses, churches and governments
Refugees and other victims of war
Orphans and all vulnerable children
Injustices of all kinds
Charities, churches and all those working to bring healing and restoration

Our world is broken and in desperate need of Jesus.
 
There is evidence of our brokenness in every country, from the apartment blocks
through to the mega-mansions, from the minimum wage jobs through to the
billionaires, from internal affairs through to global politics, the whole world is in
need of restoration. 
 
Spend some time praying today for our world. You might like to consider some of
the following topics to get you started…
 
 

 
 
 

We long for the day when Jesus will return and all things will be made right!
 

DAY 12



PRAYERS FOR
LOCAL AND GLOBAL MISSION

Our church’s mission is “To know Christ and to make Him known”. It is a priority for
us as Christians to see the gospel spread far and wide, so that more and more
people have the opportunity to know the saving work of Christ. 
 
One of the ways we seek to spread the gospel is by supporting a number of
missionaries who are scattered across Australia and the world. 
 
Today, spend some time praying for them as they seek to share the gospel in their
varying contexts…
 
Phil and Miriam Snelling – Serving with FOCUS, Macquarie University, Sydney
 
Scott and Rachael Adamson – Serving with Power to Change, Toowoomba, QLD
 
Nate and Jenni Schoen – Serving in Eastern Africa 
 
Andrew and Emma Beddoe – Serving with Vocational Bible College, Sydney, NSW 
 
Milard and Joyce Sleiman – Serving with Global Interaction, Lebanon
 
Tim and Bec Kime – Teaching at Hope International School, Cambodia 
 
Jordan and Rachael Milburn – Serving with Quiz Worx, Sydney
 
Jasmine Ng – Serving with Project Video, Thailand
 
Matthew and Evelyn Meek – Serving with FOCUS, Wollongong University 
 
Samar Mikhael – Scripture teaching at Smith Hill High School, Wollongong
 
Josh and Ali Reeve – Serving with ECM, Albania
 

DAY 13



PRAYERS ABOUT LOVING IN
LIGHT OF JESUS' RETURN

DAY 14

The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the
sake of your prayers. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 
1 Pet. 4:7-10

Dear Lord, 
May these words sink into my heart. Help me to live as though 'the end of all
things' really is at hand. May Peter’s words sink and settle deep into my heart. 
If I really believed “the end of all things is at hand”—if I really believed your
return could happen within my lifetime, it seems it would make a significant
difference in how I live and love... 
Rather than covering sins, we get irritated with one another’s sins and talk about
those sins to others; rather than welcoming one another without grumbling, we
guard our own space with complaining; rather than using your gifts to serve
each other, we hoard your gifts to satisfy ourselves; rather than administering
your multifaceted grace to one another, we withhold it from one another. Yet
“the end of all things is near.” God, have mercy on me, a sinner. Jesus, please
bring the gospel to bear in fresh and powerful ways as I relate to others. 
Jesus... you’re the one who loves us deeply, like no one else would or could.
You’re the one who has covered not just a multitude, but all of our sins—past,
present and future. You’re the one who always offers us hospitality without
grumbling—welcoming us into your heart and eternity. You’re the quintessential
servant—lavishing upon us grace upon grace upon grace. Live in us and love
through us, whether you return in fifteen minutes or fifteen hundred years...
Amen we pray, in your strong and faithful name.
 
 
Scotty Smith. TGC. Nov 2012. 
 



"Rejoice always, 
PRAY CONTINUALLY,

give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is

God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus"

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18




