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LETTER FROM PASTOR ROD BAYLEY
Dear WBC,
We will be digging into the Old Testament this term, as we tackle
the majestic book of Isaiah, one of the major prophets. In church
and in our home groups we will largely be studying the second
part of Isaiah’s prophecy from chapters 40 to 66, where a greater
note of hope enters the darkness that dominates the first part. We
will discover that it is both a comforting and challenging section of
God’s word, with themes ranging from God’s sovereign rule, to
idolatry and judgment, to the hope held out by the promised
servant, to a picture of the new heavens and the new earth.
Although God’s judgment on His people is drawing to an end,
and a return to the Promised Land is held out, the question of
whether God’s people have learned from their past failures hangs
over the whole narrative.
As we study Isaiah this term, we find ourselves in a unique period
as we continue to navigate a world-wide pandemic. The
background to this second section of Isaiah is their exile in
Babylon, a time of isolation for the nation. While captivity in a
foreign nation is clearly a different challenge to our current health
crisis, the underlying question in both situations is the same: ‘Will
we trust God?’ If we do wholly place our trust in God, we will
experience His perfect faithfulness.
Our desire as a pastoral team is that this series will produce in us a
longing to grow in our trust of our sovereign God, who ordains
everything that unfolds. My prayer is that we will turn away from
the empty idolatry of placing our trust elsewhere, just as God
called the Israelites to do in their day, so that we might hold fast to
Christ. I hope that you will be blessed this term as you meet with
your home groups, whether in person or on-line!
Yours in Christ,
Rod.
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BACKGROUND TO THE SERIES
Passages from the book of Isaiah are frequently quoted in the
New Testament and the book is most familiar to many of us from it
being read at Christmas and Easter. Famous prophecies like the
virgin birth, the name Immanuel (Is 7:14) and the substitutionary
death of a servant (Is 53:4-5) are regularly presented as fulfilled in
Jesus and are integral to our understanding of who he is and what
he did.
And yet, when we move beyond those familiar passages, the
book becomes unfamiliar. It speaks about a period in history that
is not as well-known to us, refers to people and nations we are not
necessarily familiar with, and uses picture language that would
have made immediate sense to the original readers but often
does not to us. Most of the book is written in poetry and so we will
need to work at understanding the images he uses and the
feelings Isaiah wants us to encounter through their usage.
Isaiah is the first of what is often called the major prophets, in
many ways setting the pattern for what all the “writing prophets”
would do. Prophecy is often thought of as telling what will happen
in the future, and that certainly takes place in Isaiah. But even
more essential is that the prophets announce God’s view of what
is taking place and why – always calling for a response. In Isaiah’s
case this is mostly in the form of judgement and calling God’s
people back to Him.
HISTORICAL SETTING
To understand Isaiah, we also need to understand where it fits in
time and what was taking place with regards to the nation of
Israel (a great way to do this is to read 2 Chronicles 26-33). Within
the book two distinct periods of time are in view. Chapters 1-39
take place in the 8th Century B.C., chapters 40-66 assume a jump
forwards in time to the 6th Century B.C. But we need to go even
further back in history to understand why events take place as
they do.
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The exile was a punishment that Moses had warned the Israelites
about even before they first entered the Promised Land. If God’s
people refused to live in the way that God expected, they would
be removed from the Promised Land. (Dt 28:36-37, 49-52, 63-68)
Israel entered and took over the Promised Land under Joshua,
reaching a pinnacle under the reigns of King David and his son
Solomon. Being in the Promised Land and at peace with the
surrounding nations, was interpreted as God’s blessing on His
people. It was the culmination of the Exodus from Egypt, a return to
Eden, God living in the midst of His people with everything they
could desire. However, after Solomon’s reign, and as a result of his
sin (1 Ki 11:9-13), the nation divided into two kingdoms - ten Northern
tribes who retained the name Israel, and two southern tribes usually
referred to as Judah (see timeline page 7).
At the start of chapters 1-39 both kingdoms are in the Promised
Land. The threat from Assyria eventually ends in the deportation of
the Northern tribes (during the reign of King Ahaz 2 Ki 17:5-7). Judah
was spared – initially!
Chapter 40 onwards assumes a jump forwards in time. Though how
it took place is not described, Assyria has disappeared from power
to be replaced by Babylon, who have taken the people of Judah
into exile. The people being addressed are either approaching the
end of the exile or in certain chapters even seem to have returned
to the Land.
To be removed from the Land was not just a severe punishment, it
was a reversal of everything that had been done for them.
Unfortunately, Israel all too often looked for alternative explanations
for the predicament they found themselves in. They blamed other
things rather than recognising the problem lay in their breaking of
their covenant with God.
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We know from history that Persia, ruled by King Cyrus, defeated
Babylon and allowed the captives to return home (2 Chron 36:2023) around 150 years after the end of Isaiah’s life. Cyrus is explicitly
named in Isaiah as the one who would do this.
A MESSAGE FOR ALL TIMES
People from many different eras have heard Isaiah’s message.
Some would have heard it before the Exile took place – for them
Isaiah would have been a stern warning. Others read it while in Exile
– it would have responded to their question of how they had ended
up in this situation. The New Testament writers saw it as explaining
things that were taking place in their lifetime. We read it as nonJews, many centuries and half a globe away. Rather than asking
which reading is correct, we’ll aim to see how they are connected
and look even further into the future.
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HELPFUL RESOURCES

In this series we will only be looking in detail at chapter 40 and
following. Some helpful resources both for the sections we will look
at and chapters 1-39 include:
The Bible Project – https://bibleproject.com/explore/isaiah/
This provides 2 videos summarising the structure and big themes of
Isaiah.
The Message of Isaiah
by Barry Webb

Isaiah: Surprising Salvation
by Kirk Patson
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To view or print this in full colour head to:
https://visualunit.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/isaiah_overview.png

To view or print this in full colour head to:
https://visualunit.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/isaiah_timeline.
png
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IMPORTANT TERMS

Assyria – the dominant world power in the 8th and 7th centuries
B.C. when Isaiah was alive. They threatened Israel, defeated the
Northern kingdom and dispersed the ten tribes outside of the
Promised Land.
Babylon – the dominant world power in the late 7th Century B.C.
which defeated Assyria. They carried Judah into Exile.
Bel and Nebo – the names of the chief gods of the Babylonians.
They were considered to be father and son. Bel is also called
Marduk (Jeremiah 50:3).
Covenant – a formal agreement which makes explicit the
relationship and expected behaviour between the two parties.
Cyrus – king of the Persian empire which defeated the Babylonian
empire and allowed the exiles to return to the Promised Land
about 150 years after Isaiah’s death.
Egypt – is mentioned a few times but had become much less of a
political force even by the beginning of Isaiah. Was considered a
potential ally, but is also used symbolically as the place of
captivity.
Idolatry – from the beginning to end of Isaiah, the worship of idols
is condemned. Unique to Isaiah is a description of making idols
and detailed arguments regarding their worthlessness.
Islands/the nations – are terms used to refer to non-Israelites/
Gentiles but often with an implied ‘as far away as is possible’
significance. The ‘ends of the earth’ or ‘four corners of the earth’
would be a similar modern phrase.
Israel, Samaria, Ephraim and Manasseh – Israel can be used for
the whole nation, just the Northern kingdom or even the remnant.
IMPORTANT TERMS
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Jacob, Israel, Jeshurun, Sodom and Gomorrah, Judah, Zion, Ariel,
Jerusalem – the name of places, tribes or the nation. Care must
be taken as sometimes the names are used more for the
association to the past they have, rather than speaking of a
specific location. For e.g. 1:10 is a stinging condemnation, 10:28-32
is a series of towns showing progress towards Jerusalem.
Mountains/ High Places – were considered by the nations as the
dwelling place on earth of the gods or the place you went to
communicate with them (see 1 Kings 3:2-4 and 2 Kings 23:15).
Remnant – a group of people who remain alive after most others
are destroyed by a catastrophe. The remnant become the
purged, purified and faithful nucleus of a renewed chosen
people. (10:20-22; 37:4, 31-32)
Seraphim – a type of angel pictured in Isaiah 6.
Servant of the Lord – originally used to refer to the leaders of God’s
people (Josh 1:1). It is explicitly the nation of Israel (41:8, 9; 44:1, 2)
but also an individual (49:5). Becomes plural (54:17) referring to the
group who benefit from the substitutionary role of the lone servant.
Trees – a surprisingly frequent mention of trees is made in Isaiah,
and a wide variety are named explicitly. They are often linked to
false worship (57:5) but also act as a symbol of combined
judgement and hope (6:13).
Zion – first appears in 2 Sam 5:7 as the name of a fortress captured
by David which became his city. The significance of Zion develops
over time: it refers to Jerusalem in general (Psalm 51:18), the
Temple Mount (Psalm 78:68–69), and finally designated the people
of Israel as a whole (Isaiah 51:16). Zion and Jerusalem are often
synonymous, and yet Zion is not simply Jerusalem, rather, Zion is
the place where Yahweh lives with his faithful people in the
absence of sin and danger.
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 1 - SETTING THE SCENE

Putting images into words can be complicated; trying to recount
a dream we have had is difficult! Yet we also know that a picture
tells a thousand words. The book of Isaiah is described as a vision
(1:1), and the images it uses both clarify and confuse.
READ PAGES 2-6
1. What is already well-known? What is hazy?

READ ISAIAH 1:1 – 4
2. How do the introductory verses set the tone of the book? (What
is it, who is it to, what is it about, who is writing and when?)

READ ISAIAH 6:1-13
King Uzziah (2 Chron 26) was one of the better kings of Judah –
having a long reign marked by positive agricultural and
military efforts. Sadly, his life ended under judgement for
trusting himself rather than God.
3. All transition results in uncertainty, the death of a long reigning
king would have been major upheaval. In light of that
uncertainty, what does Isaiah’s vision of God emphasise?
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4. What realisation does Isaiah’s observation of God and his
throne result in? v5

5. “The Holy one of Israel” is Isaiah’s favourite title for God (used 10
times in ch1-39 and 12 times in 40-66). It establishes a strong
contrast between God and people. What is holiness? What
significance does it have for how we perceive God and relate
to Him?

6. Isaiah becomes a messenger of God v8. What will be the
outcome of his effort? vv9-13.

SCAN CHAPTERS 13-27
7. Look at the headings and/or the 1st couple of verses of each
chapter, list some of the nations that are spoken to. What is the
overwhelming mood of the section?

8. As we read Isaiah, we are going to be challenged repetitively
with the trustworthiness of God and the foolishness of trusting
anyone or anything else. What are some pitfalls we already
know we need to avoid as we set out? How can we
encourage each other in ensuring God’s word to us has the
impact He intends?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 40:1-11

26th JULY

Home Group – Week 2 - Isaiah 40:12-31
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 2 - ISAIAH 40:12-31

This week’s sermon began our series with stirring words of comfort
to a people now pictured as coming to the end of a time of
punishment. It is great news - God is coming to the rescue of His
people!
READ ISAIAH 40:12-31
1. v18 and v25 are rhetorical questions – the clear answer being
no one! Have a go at summarising the argument of vv12-26 in
one or two sentences.

Lebanon (v16) is a mountainous region to the North of Israel
renowned for its cedar forests (1 Kings 5:6). The imagery of the
proverbial forest not having enough wood for the fires of
sacrifice is an image communicating the greatness of God.
2. Given it could be said much more succinctly, what does such a
lengthy ridiculing of idols make you feel?

3. Given verses 1-11 are so encouraging and positive, what are
some possible reasons that the issue of trusting in idols is raised
by God in such detail?
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4. v27 finally exposes the underlying belief of Israel. What is it, and
why would they make such a complaint? (Think particularly
about the implied audience’s situation).

5. We see in other OT passages that military victory was assumed
to mean that the victors had the strongest God (e.g. 1 Sam 5, 1
Sam 17). How could this section serve as a correction of the
wrong conclusions the people in Exile were making?

6. vv29-31 are often presented on inspirational posters to
encourage us to keep going. What was their original message
to a people in Exile? (Think about its message to various groups
in different times/situations) How does that impact how we
should read them?

7. One major mistake Israel made was to look at their
circumstances and conclude that God was not in control or
didn’t care (v27). Read Acts 4:27-28. What link did the early
church make between bad things taking place and God’s
control? How can we be more like the confident church than
complaining Israel?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 42:1-17

2nd AUGUST

Home Group - Week 3 - Isaiah 44:24 – 45:13

16
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 3 - ISAIAH 44:24 – 45:13

The shepherd of Israel was a term used of king David (2 Sam 5:2). It
is used by Jeremiah to speak of Israel’s leaders (Jer10:21) and
even of God himself (Is 40:11). Another surprising use of it is made
in Isaiah.
READ ISAIAH 44:24-28
1. What well-known roles of God are described in vv24-27? What is
the good news in these titles for those in Exile?

2. Cyrus’ name is first used here in v28 with no warning or
explanation. What role is he going to have? How does it
connect to the roles of God in the previous four verses? How
does it connect to 40:11 and the wider Biblical use of the term?

Cyrus – the king of Persia 150 years after Isaiah’s death who
released the Exiles to return to Jerusalem.
READ ISAIAH 45:1-13
3. In vv1-3 the importance of Cyrus continues to grow. The title
‘anointed’ is the familiar title ‘Messiah’, and his achievements
are extraordinary. What is God’s goal in doing this for Cyrus?
(45:3)
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4. Ex 7:6, 9:14 and 9:16 all use very similar language to describe
Pharaoh. What should this make us feel?

5. In light of 45:4-5, what is surprising about the role given to
Cyrus?

6. What is God claiming in v5-8?

7. 45:9-13 is a strong rebuke against those who refused to accept
that Cyrus could be the means of their return to the Promise
Land. Yet unlikely saviours are a favourite of God (think for e.g.
of Judges). What are Cyrus’ limitations that leave us longing for
an even better saviour? How does this prepare us for Jesus?

8. It is often easier to accept God’s sovereignty over events that
are at a distance from us. How can we ensure we have the
right attitude as we question God over events like COVID 19 or
the cancer diagnosis of a loved one near to us?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 45:11-25

9th AUGUST

Sermon: Isaiah 45:11-25

August 9th
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 4 - ISAIAH 44:6-23

Appreciating the historical setting of the speeches in Isaiah is
essential to understanding their message. Pictured in this section,
Israel is coming to the end of Exile, meaning that they have
already completed their punishment, and freedom is soon to be
theirs. While that should be great news, it becomes clear that
Isaiah is concerned about an ongoing deeper problem.
READ ISAIAH 44:6-23
1. What is the Lord’s claim about himself and his unique
capabilities? (v6-8)

2. In vv9-11 God declares what the outcome will be for idol
makers. What is God’s challenge to them?

3. This passage builds on the passage in 40:12-31 which we looked
at in Week 2. How is our passage today a repetition and
development of what we saw in Week 2?

4. Who is being referred to in v18, idols or those who worship
them?
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5. While idols can’t save, what is the contrast established in v2122? Why does God labour this point?

v23 is an example of the whole world singing, which is used
throughout Isaiah to indicate the end of a section, and the
response of praise to God that should result.
6. Describing idolatry in these terms is clearly intended to ridicule
it. We may even nod our heads in agreement at the rebuke of
religions that worship statues. And yet the subtle twisting of
good things so that they become idols remains a danger for us
today. How could we restate Isaiah’s words in language
appropriate for God’s people in Wollongong in 2020? (consider
for e.g. money, family, entertainment, etc)

7. The promise and demand of v22 still stands, and has been
confirmed in Jesus’ death for us. What will an appropriate
response look like from us?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 48:1-22

16th AUGUST

24
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 5 – SERVANT OF THE LORD

Unlike previous weeks, in this study we are going to dip into various
passages to see how the theme “the servant of the Lord” is used in
Isaiah 40-66. Often called the servant songs, there are four
sections connected by their extended use of this term (42:1-25,
49:1-13, 50:4-9 and 52:13-53:12. See page 6 for their context).
READ JOSHUA 1:1
1. When we hear the title ‘servant’, we often think of someone
lowly. How does the Bible portray those who are God’s servant?

READ ISAIAH 42:14-17
2. The servant identified in v1 speaks. What hints do we get
regarding who is speaking?

3. Who is the servant in 44:21? (see also 41:8-9 and 44:1-2)

READ ISAIAH 49:1-13
4. The servant speaks in the 1st person. Who is speaking?

5. How can Israel have a ministry to itself? (v5)

6. What larger role is the servant given?
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READ ACTS 13:44-47
7. How does Paul apply this section of Isaiah to himself and
Barnabas? How is that an example to us in applying Isaiah?

READ ISAIAH 50:6 AND MARK 15:17-20
8. It is very easy in hindsight to see the links made to Jesus’
treatment. But hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, what
would an Israelite in exile have made of a verse like this?
READ ISAIAH 52:13-53:12
9. Much of this ‘song’ is directly quoted in the New Testament. Fill
in the table to explore some of its significance to us.
Original
NT
text
quotation
Isaiah
53:4

Matthew
8:17

Isaiah
52:12

Luke
22:37

Isaiah
53:1

John
12:38-40

Isaiah
53:7-8

Acts
8:32-33

Isaiah
53:1

Romans
10:16

Isaiah
53:9

1 Peter
2:22

Significance
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SERMON: ISAIAH 49:1-13

23rd AUGUST

Sermon: Isaiah 49:1-13

August 23rd
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 6 - ISAIAH 50

In our last study, we looked at the various ways the title ‘servant of
the Lord’ is used. In this study we’re going to look at one of the
servant songs in detail.
READ ISAIAH 50
1. The 3rd servant song is normally considered to be verses 4-9. What
historical event is in mind in v1-3? What is the significance of the
context this places the song within?

2. Moses, Samuel and Isaiah himself all speak words that God
gives them to say. What is the servant’s claim in v4-5?

3. The servant obeys God (v5). How does the role of the servant (v6)
parallel Isaiah’s role in 6:9-10?

4. What is the servant’s confidence in spite of the opposition he
suffers? (v8-9)
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5. The servant’s example and message are intended to result in a
change in the behaviour of others. Who is being addressed in
v10-11? What is the potential mistake they are falling into?

6. It’s easy to see someone else’s mistake, but often much harder
to see our own. In what ways could we, “light fires and provide
(y)ourselves with flaming torches” rather than trusting in the
name of the Lord?

7. v8-9 form the basis of Romans 8:31-35. What parallels does Paul
draw? How are they developed and confirmed by Jesus? What
comfort, encouragement and challenge do they give to us?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 52:13-53:12

30th AUGUST
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 7 - ISAIAH 54

It has been said that, “Those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it." This chapter exemplifies Isaiah’s use of
history to call Israel to understand the present and give hope for
the future.
READ ISAIAH 54
1. The imagery in v1-3 recalls the wives of the patriarchs who all
needed miracles in order to have children (Gen 15:2; 18; 25:21;
30:1). What is pictured as taking place? How would this have
provided hope for people in Exile?

2. God being spoken of as husband to Israel is possibly more
familiar to us from the book of Hosea. Redeemer is the title most
closely associated with the rescue of Israel from Egypt and
being bound to God with the covenant at Sinai. Using this
imagery, what is the rejection that v4-8 speaks of? What
caused God to act this way?

3. In our relationship struggles and breakdowns it is rarely, if ever,
the fault of just one person. What is unique about the
breakdown between God and his people? How is his response
both necessary and gracious?
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4. The flood was a devastating judgement followed by a promise
of peace. What parallel does God make to their present
situation? (v9-10)

5. v11-12 reveals that while using the image of a husband and
wife, this section has actually been speaking about the nation
of Israel, which can also be spoken of as the city of Jerusalem.
What is the promise of a rebuilt city meant to result in?

6. Given that Jerusalem had been conquered by an enemy
nation, what does the promise of v14-17 communicate? How
would you feel let-down in the time of Jesus to read this
chapter and be under the power of Rome?

7. Read verses11-12 again. What would the words in Isaiah have
meant to those in exile?

READ REVELATION 21:10-14, 18-21
8. From history we know of the partial fulfillment of Isaiah 54 in the
rebuilding of Jerusalem. How does this help us interpret and
take confidence from the as yet unfulfilled promise of
Revelation?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 55

6th SEPTEMBER
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 8 - ISAIAH 58:1-14

Have you ever felt like God owed you something because of your
good conduct, or bargained with him to do something as a
response to your own good behaviour? What has this looked like
in your experience?
READ ISAIAH 58:1-14
1. What were the people’s expectations of God? How were they
trying to bargain with him? (v2-3)

2. Why were Israel’s actions so offensive to God? Why was their
‘obedience’ insufficient? (v3-5)

3. How did God want the people to live? What does this indicate
about God’s character as well as the expectations and
purposes he has for his people? (v5-9)

4. What promises does God make to the people? What
conditions are attached to these promises? (V9-14)
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5. Imagine you were hearing this before or during the exile. Do
you think you would feel confident that you could secure God's
blessing through your better conduct? Or would these
conditions seem daunting? Why?

6. Just a few chapters earlier, 53:6 says, “We all like sheep have
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way. And the
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” How does the servant
correct the mismatch between how we behave and how God
expects us to behave?

7. Authenticity becomes an immensely important theme in the
prophets (Read Amos 5:21-24; Malachi 1:10-11) which carries
over into the NT (Read Lk 18:20-22). How can we be truly
authentic worshippers and yet recognise that we are not saved
by our authenticity?

8. Read Matthew 5:17-20 and Galatians 4:4-5. How does Jesus
deal with our inability to fulfil God’s requirements, making it
possible for us to receive all of his blessings? How should this
affect the way you respond to/interact with God this week?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 59

13th SEPTEMBER

40
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 9 – ISAIAH 60
Zionism emerged in the late 19th Century as a political and
religious movement that sought to re-establish Israel as a country.
It achieved that goal on May 14th 1948. But the concept of Zion in
the Bible is more complex than merely the re-establishment of a
physical city or even a nation.
READ 2 SAMUEL 5:6-10
1. In this first biblical reference to Zion, what links are made
between Zion, Jerusalem and David?

2. What further developments do Psalm 48:1-2, 78:68-69 and 125:12 contribute to our understanding of Zion?

READ ISAIAH 60
3. It is not immediately obvious who is being referred to in v1. It
initially sounds like a person, but by v10 it sounds more like
Jerusalem. What does v14 clarify?

4. Zion has been referred to frequently throughout Isaiah (e.g. 1:8,
2:3, 8:18, 12:6, 24:23, 33:5, 40:9, 49:14, 51:11, 59:20). While foreign
nations have oppressed and destroyed her, how is the
relationship between Zion, the perfected Israel, and the nations
portrayed now?
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5. In Isaiah 60 the initial condemnation of Zion (1:21-27) is reversed
and great promises are made. If you were an Israelite in Exile, or
recently returned to Jerusalem, what hope do these promises
give?

6. Many of the images in this chapter are picked up in the book of
Revelation (e.g. Is 60:19-20 = Rev 21:23, Is 60:9 = Rev 21:24, 26).
How are the themes too grand to simply refer to the reestablishment of Jerusalem after the Exile?

7. Jerusalem is the location to which both Jesus and Paul journey,
and is frequently portrayed as the centre of opposition to God’s
plans. And yet it becomes the base from which light goes to
the Gentiles. How can Jerusalem be both that which is most
opposed to God’s plan and also symbolic of the fulfillment of
God’s plan?

8. Given how important it is here, the New Testament is relatively
silent about Zion. How is Jesus a better fulfillment of the
prophecy that God will dwell with His people and provide
eternal security and glory?
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SERMON: ISAIAH 61-62

20th SEPTEMBER
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HOME GROUP: WEEK 10 - ISAIAH 65:17-25
What comes to mind when you think of ‘Heaven’?

READ ISAIAH 65:17-25
1. What is the promise in vv17-19? For an Israelite hearing this
during the Babylonian Exile, what comfort would the reference
to Jerusalem have brought?

2. This passage describes the new creation in contrast with the
old. For each verse listed below, discuss what these examples
would have meant for the Israelites first hearing this promise.
v.19

Jerusalem will be a delight to God rather than a
disappointment. No more weeping/ sadness.

v.20

v.2122
v.23

v.24

v.25
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The language describing the new Jerusalem refers to both the
physical city the exiles could return to, as well as to something
further in the future.
3. How is v20 an example of the immediate fulfillment being
good, but still leaving us longing for something more?

4. Read Isaiah 11:6-10 and note the similarities to Isaiah 66:25. The
image of tame predators have become famous symbols of
peace. How is the peace alluded to through reference to the
serpent different? (Read also Gen 3:12)

READ REVELATION 21:1-4
5. The advice is often given that “If it sounds too good to be true it
probably is.” Given that many would doubt the restoration
promised here, how is the final picture of Isaiah representative
of the whole book in being both a comfort and a challenge?

6. For Israel, the promise of a rebuilt Jerusalem was a tangible
hope that was intended to result in changed attitudes and
actions. How does the new heavens and earth have direct
implications for us in the here and now? (Think about those you
know who may not share in this promise; your priorities; etc.)

47

SERMON: ISAIAH 66:5-16

2nd SEPTEMBER
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