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Letter from Pastor Rod
Dear WBC,
As we launch into the first term of 2021, our daily lives are still
shrouded by uncertainty as the pandemic continues to alter our
patterns of behaviour, including how we engage with each other at
church. Despite this sense of unease, our sovereign God is in control
and we should commit ourselves to meeting with His people at church
and in our Home Groups wherever possible. We can give thanks too
that NSW has fared well after a second wave of cases, and that
restrictions are now easing again.
As we return to the gospel of Luke, in chapters 17 to 19 we will be
confronted again by the surprising way in which Jesus turns
expectations on their head. We have called the series ‘Upside down
kingdom’ as a result, as Jesus constantly confounds his listeners with
regard to those who will enter his kingdom. The rich will find it hard to
enter, along with the Pharisees, and yet lepers, blind men, tax
collectors and children are welcomed. As we reflect on Christ’s
concern for the ‘little ones,’ we will be challenged to consider our own
thinking and practice as individuals and as a church.
Our desire as an eldership is that this series will cause us to give thanks
for God’s mercy shown to sinners, and to hold out the gospel of grace
to everyone. Let me encourage you to commit yourself to not only
growing in your knowledge of Christ this year, but also sharing your
faith with those that God places in your life.
Yours in Christ, Rod
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Background to the series
This term we are looking at the final section of what is often called the
travel narrative. (9:51-19:27) It is important to keep in mind that Jesus’
is intentionally on his way to Jerusalem - the capital city of Israel and the
location of the temple - where he is going to be crowned king!
In 2020 we looked at chapters 13-16 and found that they were not
comfortable reading. Jesus is radical, and calls for a radical commitment
to him that must surpass all other priorities. Following on from this,
chapters 17-20 contain much familiar material. Some see a diverse
collection of unrelated teaching, yet they can be helpfully viewed as all
contributing to the concept of the Kingdom of God.
The kingdom of God is a term already frequently used by Jesus in Luke’s
gospel (e.g. 4:43, 8:10, 10:9, 13:18, 16:16). In some ways it was a symbol
of everything the people hoped for. Living in the Promised Land with a
king like David was what God had chosen them for, something they
rightly anticipated in light of what the prophets had spoken. The
restoration of the Kingdom of God encapsulated all their hopes.
However, it was also a sore point for the nation of Israel. Though back
in the Promised Land after exile, they were still subject to more
powerful nations. Though having a rebuilt temple, there was debate
over the right way to live for God. Unmet expectations called into
question both God and their own lifestyle. A variety of vocal groups
called for people to commit to their interpretation of the kingdom.
Into this uncertainty and competing calls, Jesus speaks with authority.
As we slow down to examine the details, we’ll find that they consistently
call into question assumptions, some that we may be unaware we hold
to. As we read and reflect we will be challenged to not just nod in
agreement, but evaluate whether we have submitted to Jesus’
surprising demands of an upside-down kingdom.
3

Sermon: 31st January
Psalm 22

4

5

Home Group – Week 1

Luke 17:1-19

At the start of each year we revisit WBC’s mission statement.
Reflecting on Sunday’s sermon from Psalm 22, how can it be a helpful
orienting statement for your life choices this year?

Read 17:1-10
1) Given Jesus’ warning is addressed to his disciples (v1), who are
the little ones in v2? What would cause them to stumble?

2) If someone repented, but then proceeded to reoffend seven
times in a day, we would probably question the sincerity of their
repentance. What does Jesus demand of his followers?

3) The disciples recognise that Jesus’ requirement is a tall order and
so request the faith needed to obey. Does Jesus’ reply (v6)
indicate that forgiveness is easy? What is encouraging about His
promise?
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4) Knowing his audience will agree, what mistake does Jesus point
out a servant would never make? (vv7-10) In what ways might
we slip into believing or behaving in a way that is so blatantly
illogical? What misunderstanding does this reveal?

Read 17:11-19
5) The healing of all ten men takes place after they have left Jesus
and are on their way to the priest. What is right and wrong in
their actions? Why is Jesus disappointed by the outcome? (v17)

6) While it is right to say thank you when God answers our prayers,
this account is not included to merely teach a moral. What is the
surprise revealed at the end of v16? How does the Samaritan’s
return exemplify the upside-down nature of the kingdom?

7) Luke’s gospel repeatedly emphasises God’s choice of the
unexpected (e.g. 1:27, 2:8, 5:27, 7:9, 15:1.) How should this
reshape our expectations of who can be a member of the
kingdom of God? How does this determine the way we interact
with, and pray for those who are not Christians, both here and
overseas?
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Sermon: 7th February
Luke 17:1-19

8

9

Home Group – Week 2

Luke 17:20-37

Reflection on Luke 17:1-19.

Broadly, there are 2 interpretations of what this passage refers to –
Jesus promised 2nd coming, or his presence as he spoke these words. It
is best to recognise a ‘now and not yet’ aspect by which Jesus
intentionally refers to both.
Read Luke 17:20-37
1) Rather than answer the question of when the kingdom of God
would come, to what more important issue does Jesus redirect
the Pharisees? (v20-21) What mistaken understanding is Jesus
correcting?

2) Jesus links the coming of the kingdom with the coming of the
Son of Man (read Daniel 7:13-14). Who is the Son of Man?
What is Jesus emphasising in v22-24?

3) Given Daniel’s prophecy, why are the events that must take
place prior to Jesus’ coming so surprising? (v25)
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4) Though it is impossible to establish a precise timetable of Jesus’
coming (Mk13:32), what parallel does Jesus make to the days
of Noah and Lot? (v26-29) How do they serve as a warning to
us? (v30)

5) vv30-35 both give instruction, and further tease out the
mistakes which were made in the face of earlier impending
judgements. What effect is this designed to have on us?

Jesus’ reply in v37 was possibly a well-known proverb similar to how
we might say ‘where there’s smoke there’s fire’. Though its precise
meaning may not be clear to us, from the context it seems to
reinforce the ‘unmissability’ and certainty referred to in v24.
6) Historically Christians have landed on a spectrum somewhere
between withdrawal or fully accepting the world. What does a
life perpetually ready for Jesus’ return look like, especially
when our society mocks the very idea of a final judgement?
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Sermon: 14th February
Luke 17:20-37
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Home Group – Week 3

Luke 18:1-8

Reflection on Luke 17:20-37.

Read Luke 18:1-8
1) v1 explicitly identifies the purpose of Jesus’ parable. What does
it reveal that Jesus knows about our weaknesses?

2) Summarise the parable in vv2-5. What are the parallels and
contrasts:
between God and the unjust judge?

between us and the widow?

3) Why is the judge such an unexpected person to compare God
with? What does Jesus’ unexpected comparison emphasise so
effectively?
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4) It is normally considered rude to persist in asking for something
we haven’t received. Does this instruction mean we just keep
badgering God until He gives us what we want? Why/ Why not?

5) Justice is referred to in v3, 5, 7 & 8. Drawing on other Bible
passages, what does God’s justice look like in both the short
and long-term? (e.g. Habakkuk, Rom 1:18-2:16, Rev 6:9-11)

6) v8’s reference to the Son of Man links these verses back to the
section we looked at last week. Given that final justice is
guaranteed, what is the link between faith and calling out to
God for justice?

7) The goal of this parable is that we will always pray for justice
and not give up. Yet, ceaselessly praying for justice doesn’t
exclude our involvement in being the means of providing
justice (e.g. Micah 6:8, James 2). What needs to change in both
our prayers and behaviour?
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Sermon: 21st February
Luke 18:1-8
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Home Group – Week 4

Luke 18:9-17

Reflection on Luke 18:1-8.

Read Luke 18:9-14
1) The purpose of Jesus’ parable is again identified at the outset.
Who is Jesus addressing? Does this mean that we can safely
ignore his message?

2) Two men from the opposite ends of society go to the temple to
pray, both doing what is outwardly right. Despite this, what
assumptions would be made about the importance/ value/
godliness of the two men by their society?

3) What is Jesus’ evaluation of the two men and why? (v14)
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4) In v14, Jesus applies the parable universally, meaning that we
must apply it to ourselves. Though we are people who
frequently emphasise God’s mercy, in what ways do we still
make the error of being ‘confident of our own righteousness’?

Read Luke 18:15-17
5) What does this episode and the last have in common? (What
underlying attitude/ evaluation is taking place in both?)

6) What do we think and do that hinder ‘little children’ from
coming to Jesus? How can we make sure we facilitate rather
than hinder?

7) What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God like a child?
How is this both good news and a challenge to us?
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Sermon: 28th February
Luke 18:9-17
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Home Group – Week 5 Luke 18:18-30
Reflection on Luke 18:9-17.

Read Luke 18:18-30
1) Luke identifies the man who approaches Jesus only as a ‘certain
ruler’ (c.f. Mtt 19:16ff; Mk10:17ff). What assumptions are
present in his question to Jesus?

2) Why does Jesus answer a question with a question? (v19)
(c.f. Mtt 21:24-27)

3) (Review the 10 commandments in Ex 20:1-17). What is Jesus’
intention in pointing to these particular commands? (v20)
Though the ruler is an outwardly good person, what does Jesus
reveal is going on inwardly? (v22)
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4) ‘Lack’ would be considered by many to be an ironic description
of the man’s problem. What would need to change for him to
obey Jesus instruction? Do we share the same scale of value as
Jesus?

5) Why would the disciples have been so surprised that it’s hard
for the rich to enter the kingdom of God? (v26) How is this
further confirmation of the surprising membership of the
kingdom of God? (c.f. 17:18, 18:14, 18:17)

6) What is Peter’s concern (v28) and how does Jesus answer it?
(v29-30) How is this a great reassurance that the best
investment we can make is in the kingdom of God?

7) All investments mean making a choice regarding where to
allocate resources. What are some ways that we can invest
wisely in the kingdom of God (consider use of time, money,
words, etc.)
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Sermon: 7th March
Luke 18:18-30
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Home Group – Week 6

Luke 18:31-43

Reflection on Luke 18:18-30.

Read Luke 18:31-34
1) Jesus states that all that is going to happen to him (vv32-33) is
fulfilling what was written in Old Testament. It’s possible that
v34 means that the disciples were supernaturally prevented
from understanding. What other factors could have been the
means preventing something that in hindsight is so obvious?

Read Luke 18:35-43
2) Luke’s location marker (v35) draws attention to the fact that
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem is coming towards its end (c.f. p3).
The crowd calls him Jesus of Nazareth; the blind man calls him
Jesus, Son of David. What is the significance of the different
titles and the blind man’s acknowledged need for mercy?

3) Jesus and the crowd evaluate the significance of the blind man
very differently. What does this reveal about Jesus and the
crowd? Do we typically share Jesus’ evaluation of people or the
crowd’s?
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4) Healing from blindness may seem an obvious need to us. Why
do you think Jesus made the man articulate his need to see?

5) v42 is interpreted by some to mean that so long as we have
sufficient faith then healing from any sickness is guaranteed.
What conclusions can we make in light of other healings and
teaching on this issue in the Bible?

6) How does the outcome here contrast with the response in
18:22-23? How does this healing change not only the man, but
also the crowd? (v43)

7) How is this yet another example of the upside-down kingdom?
What needs do we ignore or repress because of something we
think is more important? How can we ensure that we share
Jesus’ agenda?
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Sermon: 14th March
Luke 18:31-43
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Home Group – Week 7

Luke 19:1-10

Reflection on Luke 18:31-43.

Read Luke 19:1-10
1) Look at vv1-4. What are the initial parallels between Zacchaeus
and the ‘certain ruler’ in 18:18-30? Why would Zacchaeus’
wealth make him an outcast rather than the ideal? (c.f. 5:30,
7:34, 15:1, 18:9-13)

2) Zacchaeus runs ahead in order to get a look at Jesus, but it is
Jesus who looks up at Zacchaeus and ‘invites himself over’. (v5)
What does this reveal about Jesus’ control of the situation?
Why doesn’t Jesus share the crowd’s view of Zacchaeus? (v7)

3) What is the likely OT background to Zacchaeus’ action in v8?
(Ex 22:1; Num 5:7) How does Zacchaeus go even beyond that
required by the Law?
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4) Further compare Zacchaeus and the ruler from ch18. What is
the difference in their responses and the outcome? What
enables a rich person to happily give away ‘their’ money?

5) When Joshua led Israel into Jericho centuries before this, Rahab
and her family were saved from death. (Josh 6) How is
Zacchaeus’ rescue in Jericho similar and just as significant?

6) v10 is used to summarise Jesus’ ministry. How is it a description
of what he has done in our lives? What does it mean to truly
appreciate that we were lost?

7) As members of a society where the latest interest rate
adjustment is headline news and even the poorest in society
are relatively worthy (compared to worldwide statistics) what
does this incident have to say to us?
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Sermon: 21st March
Luke 19:1-10
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Home Group – Week 8

Luke 19:11-27

Reflection on Luke 19:1-10.

Read Luke 19:11-27
1) Luke again identifies Jesus’ motive for telling this next parable.
(v11) What is the significance of being close to Jerusalem and
what was the misunderstanding that needed correcting? (c.f.
17:20ff)

2) A ‘Mina’ was about 3 months wages. While we only hear the
outcome regarding 3 servants, it appears that 10 servants were
given a mina each. What are they instructed to do? What is the
application for Israel and for us?

3) It is worth comparing Matthew’s similar parable (Mtt 25:1430). Luke includes an additional group called ‘the subjects’
(v14). What is their universal feeling toward their master? Who
is Jesus criticising?
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4) When the king returns, what does he do? How is the 3rd
servant’s evaluation so wrong?

5) The king’s judgement (v24) is responded to with shock (v25).
What is the king’s explanation? Is it satisfying to us? What does
it demand of us?

6) The final command (v27) is even more terrifying (especially
given everyone seems to have hated him!) Linking back to the
explicit reason given for why Jesus told this parable, what is its
meaning? How is it a warning for Israel? For us?

7) (Reflection on the whole series) How has reflecting on the
upside-down kingdom encouraged you? Challenged you?
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Sermon: 28th March
Luke 19:11-27
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