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LETTER FROM ROD BAYLEY
Dear WBC,
In term 2 we are tackling the challenging book of
Deuteronomy, which is one long sermon or exhortation. The
setting is a mountain looking over the plains of Moab, where
Moses re-presents the law and how it was to shape Israel’s
relationship with God. The people are on the edge of the
promised land again, almost 40 years after they had first been
there. The failure of the previous generation to have faith in
God when they first came to this point meant that a journey of
11 days had taken four decades. Hanging over this book is the
question of whether they will respond to God’s word this time.
The theology of Deuteronomy is characterised by an emphasis
on the exodus as the formative event in the life of the nation;
the belief that Yahweh is now Israel’s absolute ruler who must
be obeyed in every detail of life; and that he has given Israel a
land in which to enjoy that relationship with him. We will
discover that it is both a comforting and challenging section of
God’s word, with themes ranging from God’s sovereignty, to
idolatry and true worship, to issues of justice and ethical living
in daily life.
Our desire as a pastoral team is that this series will produce in
us a longing to grow in our trust of our sovereign God, who
calls us to live his way. My prayer is that we will grow in our
commitment to love God with all our heart and soul and
strength (Deut.6:5), through our faith in his Son. I hope that you
will be blessed this term as you meet with your home groups.
Yours in Christ,
Rod
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BACKGROUND TO THE SERIES
Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Bible. Its title means
“second law”, and much of the content is indeed rules,
including a full restatement of the 10 commandments (ch5),
however the book also contains history, prayers, songs,
prophecies, blessings, and more. Far from being an irrelevant
ancient book of dos and don’ts, Deuteronomy contains God’s
vital instructions for his people, urging them to choose life
through faithful obedience to the God of their salvation.
Deuteronomy is a record of the final speeches of Moses. Forty
years after leaving Egypt, Moses calls all Israel together to
speak to them one last time before he dies and they finally
enter the Promised Land. Moses leads them in reflection on
their past as a way of showing them how to live in the future,
before handing leadership over to Joshua.
The concept of covenant is central. A covenant is a binding
agreement between parties. One way that Israel was to
understand their relationship with God was that He had rescued
them from Egypt and as a result they were obligated to live in
the way he set out for them. Deviations from the covenant are
therefore punishable, while obedience leads to further
blessing.
Ideas first stated or developed in Deuteronomy are quoted and
applied in completely different settings in the NT (e.g. don’t
muzzle an ox Dt 25:4 quoted by Paul in 1 Cor 9:9 and 1 Tim
5:8). As always when studying the Old Testament there are
extra steps to think through in applying it to our lives. We will
need to work at thinking about how the book anticipates Jesus
and is fulfilled by him as we think through how God’s ancient
word has ongoing application in our lives.
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READING GUIDE
We’d love to encourage you to get as much out of the book of
Deuteronomy as possible! The guide below provides weekly
‘bite size chunks’ to read through at home, since we won’t be
looking at the whole book verse-by-verse in Sunday sermons or
in Home Groups. Tick off the passages as you read them.

18–25 April
Deuteronomy 1–3
○ Prologue & encouragement to trust God in the land (1:1–18)
○ Israel’s failure at Kadesh recalled (1:19–46)
○ Israel passes through Edom, Moab, and Ammon (2:1–23)
○ Israel defeats Heshbon and Bashan (2:24–3:11)
○ Distribution of Trans-Jordan land and command to fight
(3:12–22)
○ Reiteration of Moses being denied entry into the land
(3:23–29)
26 April–1 May
Deuteronomy 4
○ Exhortation to Israel (4:1–40)
○ Setting apart cities of refuge (4:41–43)
○ Introduction to Moses’ second speech (4:44–49)
2–8 May
Deuteronomy 5–6
○ The Ten Commandments (5:1–21)
○ Israel requests Moses to mediate God’s law (5:22–33)
○ The greatest commandment (6:1–25)
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9–15 May
Deuteronomy 7–11
○ Exclusive relationship worked out (7:1–26)
○ Learning the lessons of the wilderness (8:1–20)
○ Recounting the golden calf incident (9:1–10:11)
○ Exhortation (10:12–11:32)
16–22 May
Deuteronomy 12–14
○ Proper worship (12:1–32)
○ Threats of idolatry (13:1–18)
○ Clean and unclean foods (14:1–21)
○ Tithes (14:22–29)
23–29 May
○ The sabbatical year (15:1–18)
○ Firstborn animals (15:19–23)
○ Feasts (16:1–17)
○ Leaders (16:18–18:22)

Deuteronomy 15–18

30 May–5 June
Deuteronomy 19–25
○ Protecting life (19:1–21:14)
○ Protecting sexual morality (21:15–23:14)
○ Various laws protecting property (23:15–24:22)
○ Laws on justice, marriage, and business (25:1–19)
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6–12 June
○ Firstfruits and tithes (26:1–19)

Deuteronomy 26

13–19 June
Deuteronomy 27–30
○ Moses’ Third Speech: Blessings and Curses (27:1–28:68)
○ Moses’ Third Speech: Final Exhortation (29:1–30:20)
20–26 June
Deuteronomy 31–34
○ The commissioning of Joshua and the writing of the law
(31:1–29)
○ The Song of Moses (31:30–32:47)
○ The blessing of Moses (32:48–33:29)
○ The death of Moses (34:1–12)
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“See, I set before you today life and
prosperity, death and destruction.
For I command you today to love the
Lord your God, to walk in obedience
to him, and to keep his commands,
decrees and laws; then you will live
and increase, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land you are
entering to possess.”
Deuteronomy 30:15-16
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 1
DEUTERONOMY 1-3
1) Given that Deuteronomy is largely a book of OT Law, what
value is there in Christians studying it today? (see Matt 5:17,
Rom 3:20, Gal 3:1-3)

Read 1:1-8
2) Israel’s recent history is summarised at the beginning of the
book; what lessons are highlighted as being of most
importance?

Read 1:26-36
3) After obeying God’s command to leave Horeb (another name
for Mt Sinai, where the 10 commandments were given) Israel
made a terrible choice. What was at the heart of their
disobedience? What was the consequence?
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Read 2:1-6
4) How is passing by Esau’s descendants a lesson of how God
distributes land?

Read 3:21-29
5) The defeat of Sihon and Og were the first ever military victories
for the nation of Israel. What was God revealing to them
through these victories?

6) Moses describes pleading with God to enter the Promised
Land (v23ff), yet God refuses. Why isn’t Moses allowed to
enter?

7) Why do you think Moses is recounting God’s grace to Israel at
this point? What would it look like for us to remind one another
of God’s grace this side of the Cross?
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SERMON - 25TH APRIL
DEUTERONOMY 1-3
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:

11

HOME GROUP – WEEK 2
DEUTERONOMY 4
Read 4:1-8
1) Why is Moses so concerned with Israel’s obedience to God’s
commands?

2) Why did God’s judgment fall on Israel at Baal Peor (v3-4)? See
Numbers 25:1-5.

3) In v6-8 what reason does God give Israel for obeying the Law?

Read 4:9-14
4) The command of v9 will be repeated multiple times, often
referring to a range of past events. What is the lesson that
needs to be learnt from the past?
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5) Given that those listening to Moses’ words were either not yet
born or at most 18 years old when Israel was at Horeb, how can
they ‘remember the day’ (v10)? How does this principle help us
in reading Deuteronomy today?

Read 4:15-20
6) Why are the Israelites warned so strongly against idolatry?

Read 4:25-31
7) What do we learn about Israel from these verses? What do we
learn about God?

8) What is God’s promise to us in the face of our inevitable
disobedience? (See 1 John 1:8–2:1)
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SERMON - 2ND MAY
DEUTERONOMY 4

14

MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 3
DEUTERONOMY 5-6
Read 5:1-21
1) Why does Moses implicate this generation with the covenant
made at Mt. Sinai? (v3)

2) How does v6 relate to the commandments that follow?

3) 5:22-27 sound like Israel was scared. Were they right to feel
this way? What was the outcome of this fear?

Read 6:1-12
4) What reason is Israel given in 6:1-3 to obey God’s commands?
Is it right to think of our obedience as Christians in the same
way?
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5) 6:4-9 are called the Shema from the Hebrew word ‘listen’ and
are considered some of the most important verses in the whole
of the OT. Why is so much effort needed to remember to love
and obey God alone? (See v10-12)

6) Israel’s love for God was to be demonstrated in their
obedience to the Law. How do Christians demonstrate their
love for God? (See John 14:23-24)

7) 6:20-25 emphasise the importance of passing on an
understanding of the purpose of the Law to the next
generations. Thinking back to question 2, what was the right
understanding of the Law? What opportunities do you have to
contribute to this ongoing task?
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SERMON - 9TH MAY
DEUTERONOMY 5-6
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 4
DEUTERONOMY 7-11
Read 7:1-6
1) Why does God command the total destruction of these
nations?

2) In their military conquest of the Land, God is more than just an
ally. How is the relationship between God and Israel best
described?

Read 8:10-18
3) What mistake could Israel’s prosperity lead them to? What is
the antidote to such thinking and how can we be implementing
that in our time?

Read 9:1-6
4) After defeating a stronger opponent, it is natural to celebrate.
What is the strong warning before Israel even wins?
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Read 10:12-22
5) God deserves and expects our undivided devotion. List all the
reasons he is worthy of this from the passage.

6) As Christians, what can we add to this list?

Read 11:26-28
7) What is the choice presented in these verses? Is this the same
choice we face today? (See 1 John 2:17)

8) Is it fair to say that many Christians treat their obedience to
God’s commands less seriously than Deuteronomy demands?
Why is this?
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SERMON - 16TH MAY
DEUTERONOMY 7-11
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 5
FESTIVALS IN DEUTERONOMY
Read 16:1-8
1) Strict instructions were given for the original Passover meal
(Ex 12:14-20). What was repeated for its annual
remembrance? Why make the Passover month the beginning
of the year?

2) Preparing to settle in the Land leads to further instructions
regarding the Passover celebration. What has changed and
what might the changes signify?

Read 16:9-12
3) Immediately following Passover, the grain harvest began.
What was Israel instructed to do 7 weeks later?

4) What was the purpose of the Festival of Weeks (also known as
Pentecost)? How is it different to other required offerings?
What is surprising about the list of people included?
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5) How do/can we regularly celebrate what God has blessed us
with materially?

6) For Christians, Pentecost has taken on new meaning (since
Acts 2). What blessing do we have to celebrate?

Read 16:13-17
7) The third annual festival is again tied to agriculture and takes
place 6 months after Pentecost. Who is explicitly to be a part
of the festival? As above, what is surprising about this list?

8) Look at v 2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 16 - where does God command these
feasts take place? (See also Luke 2:41-42) Why is it significant
for the original hearers to be looking forward to God’s
permanent dwelling place?

9) What can we learn about living as God’s people today from
these three festivals? Think broadly about what we celebrate,
who celebrates, where we celebrate, and why.
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SERMON - 23RD MAY
DEUTERONOMY 12-25 PART 1
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 6
THE OCCULT IN DEUTERONOMY
Read 18:9-22
1) What was the religious practice of the Canaanites when
asking their gods what they should do? On what were they
relying?

2) What were occult practices such as these trying to achieve?

3) What will God do to those who practice such things? What is
the command of God for his people about such things?

4) Where do you see occult practices incorporated and
normalised in our culture? What should be our response to
these things?

28

5) How had Moses already set the expectation with regards to
how God communicates with his people? How had the
people been a part of establishing this principle?

6) As Christians, why do we have no need to turn to the occult
for answers? (See Hebrew 1:1-2)

7) What safeguards do v20-22 provide against the rise of false
prophets?

8) How should we watch out for false prophets? (see Acts 17:11,
Gal 1:8-9)
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SERMON - 30TH MAY
DEUTERONOMY 12-25 PART 2
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 7
POVERTY LAWS IN DEUTERONOMY
Read 15:1-11
1) What measures does God provide here to prevent his people
from falling into slavery again?

2) What is to happen every seventh year? What will be the
temptation when this year is coming soon?

3) What is the guiding principle behind these commands? (v11)
How far-reaching are the implications of this principle?

4) What does v4 promise if Israel obeys, and what does v11
indicate about how likely it is that Israel will obey?

Read 15:12-19
5) What should motivate the way Israelites treat their slaves?
(v15)
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Read Isaiah 61:1-3
6) The picture of Deuteronomy 15 (and Leviticus 25) is picked up
by the prophet Isaiah. How does he envision this povertyalleviation to be fulfilled?

Read Luke 4:14-21
7) According to Jesus, what were these practices in Israel’s
history ultimately about?

8) Must the principle behind the instructions in Deuteronomy 15
continue to shape the actions of Christians? If so, what should
this look like? Consider:
- Acts 4:32-35
- 2 Corinthians 8:13-14
- James 2:14-17
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SERMON - 6TH JUNE
DEUTERONOMY 12-25 PART 3
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 8
DEUTERONOMY 26
Read 26:1-15
1) What are the Israelites commanded to do once they are
settled in the land? And why? (see also 14:28-29)

2) When these offerings are brought, there is a simple creed to
be recited (v5-11). What are the key things Israel must
remember and confess?

3) What would be the effect of each Israelite confessing this
creed? How could we incorporate this practice of collective
remembrance in our life together?

4) Why might God have required a declaration of innocence
(v12-15) when Israel were bringing their tithes?
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5) God repeatedly promises blessing when Israel is generous
and not tightfisted (15:10, 23:30, 24:19). Jesus himself
promised that “it is more blessed to give than to receive”
(Acts 20:35). What blessing should we expect when we are
generous?

Read 26:16-19
6) What does each party (God and Israel) declare to the other in
this act of covenant renewal?

7) Read 2 Cor 8:8-9 and 2 Cor 9:6-11. How do the New
Testament’s instructions about joyful, generous giving
compared to what is described in this chapter?
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SERMON - 13TH JUNE
DEUTERONOMY 26
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 9
DEUTERONOMY 27-30
Read 27:1-13
1) When they cross the Jordan river to take over the Promised
Land, the people are to split into two groups: one on Mount
Ebal; and one on Mount Gerizim. First, they are to set up
stones on Mount Ebal, and write on them. What are they to
write? (v3)
2) What will the group on Mount Gerizim do after the cross the
Jordan? (v12) What about the group on Mount Ebal? (v13)
3) What two options are put before the Israelites as they enter
the land between these two mountains?
4) V26 acts as a summary of the reasons why a person will be
cursed (v15-26). What will bring God’s curse on them?
Read 28:1-12
5) The list of blessings in these verses is dwarfed by the huge list
of curses in v15-68. Take a sample from:
- verse 22
- verse 25
- verse 28
- verse 29
40

6) The greatest curse by far is the possibility of exile from the
Promised Land. Why would this event have been so
catastrophic?

7) By the time of Jesus, the exile had happened, and despite
being returned to the Promised Land, all was not well! What
do you notice in:
- Mark 1:29-33?
- Mark 8:22?
- Mark 15:33?
8) Jesus comes as the one who can undo God’s curse. Read
Deuteronomy 21:23, and compare with Galatians 3:13-14.
What did Christ do for the Israelites (‘us’ in Paul’s sentence)
and also for Gentiles like us?

9) What difference should it make to our lives knowing that
Christ took God’s curse for us? (See Romans 8:1-2, 38-39)
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SERMON - 20TH JUNE
DEUTERONOMY 27-30
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MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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HOME GROUP – WEEK 10
DEUTERONOMY 31-34
Read 31:1-8
1) Moses had led Israel for 40 years but will not cross the Jordan
with them. The loss of someone so foundational could have
caused great uncertainty. Why is it not a problem? How can
Moses know this for sure?

Read 31:15-20
2) What does God say Israel are going to do? (v16) What will
then happen to Israel? (v17)

3) God gives Moses a song to teach the Israelites. (We’ll see the
lyrics in chapter 32.) What is the purpose of the song
according to v19-20?

4) Moses writes down all the words of the Law, from beginning
to end, in a book which he gives to the Levites. What will the
Law be, according to v26?
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Read 31:30-32:6
5) How would you summarise what the song is saying?

6) In v21 God says Israel made him jealous by “gods” that are
not really gods, so he is going to make them envious by a
people that’s not really a people! The Apostle Paul quotes
these words in Romans 10:19 and 11:11, 13-14. Non-Jews
everywhere are putting their trust in Jesus. What does Paul
hope this will do for the Jews?

7) 32:26-27 suggest that something will hold God back from
completely abandoning his people. What is it? Compare
these verses with Ezekiel 36:19-27. What is God concerned
for?

Read 32:39-43
8) Despite the severe warnings, the song ends with a glimmer of
hope in v39. What is it?

9) How will God ‘bring to life’ and ‘heal’ his people according to
v43? How and when do you think this happens?
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SERMON - 27TH JUNE
DEUTERONOMY 31-34

46

MY BIG TAKEAWAY:
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