“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up the men to gather wood,
divide the work, and give orders. Instead, teach them to yearn for the
vast and endless sea.”
― Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
Under God, Wollongong Baptist Church is hoping to plant another
church in the Illawarra in the next 12-24 months. This is a mammoth
task which will take countless hours of planning, organising, and
preparing, not to mention the large financial and relational cost it will
exact on us. How do we make this happen?
We need to learn to yearn for the vast and endless sea of God’s glory.
We need to hunger for God’s name to be honoured in our city.
We need hearts that are gripped by big, eternal realities.
In this series we are looking at five basic truths that ought to shape the
way we see the world around us, and that ought to propel us outward
in mission to a needy world. It’s likely that none of these truths will be
completely new to you, but our hope is that by refocusing on these
fundamental, Biblical realities our hearts are gripped, and we can say
with the Apostle Paul, “Christ’s love compels us.”
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For two weeks this term (15-28 August) there will be no Home Group
study material. For these weeks we have two special events planned in
place of normal Home Group meetings.
Firstly, on Tuesday 17th August we will have a church-wide prayer
night. On this night we will come together and pray for God’s
saving work in the lives of people we know and for our city.
Then, on Tuesday 24th August we will gather once again as a
whole church for our annual vision night. At this AGM we will
share more about plans for the church plant, and make some
important decisions together.
These events will take place in-person if restrictions allow, or online if
not. Please plan to be at both these significant gatherings.

We also want to encourage Home Groups to use this series to be more
active in evangelism. Below are some suggestions for activities you
could engage in together. Discuss as a group whether you would like to
plan to participate in any of these (or other) options.
1.

Prayer Walking

This is a great way to pray for God to be moving in the hearts of people
in a particular area. Why not pair up in 2s or 3s and walk around your
neighbourhood, praying for each household? We are planning for a
group to go down to Calderwood during this period, where WBC plans
to church plant in 2022-23.
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2.

Walk-up Evangelism

Organise a time where you can intentionally go out and seek
opportunities to speak to people in the community and introduce them
to God. You could head to Wollongong mall on a Thursday night or
meet on a Saturday morning at Belmore Basin, and look for
opportunities to have conversations and build rapport with people.

3.

Read the book ‘Honest Evangelism’

This is a practical book with lots of strategies for evangelism that you
can incorporate into everyday life. Learn from it and look for ways to
apply it in your everyday life. Copies are available at the church
Welcome Desk.

4.

Intentional Dinners

Invite a mix of Christian and non-Christian friends over for a meal,
looking for opportunities to have meaningful conversations where you
share your story of following Jesus.

5.

Christianity Explored

This course will be running again from the middle of term 3. Be bold in
inviting your friends – you never know who will be interested!
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1. Are there particular times when heaven has been at the forefront of
your thinking? What is it about heaven that you most look forward to?

2. When were you last gripped by the reality that some people will go to
hell?

Read Matt 5:21-22, 5:29-30, 18:8-9
3. Jesus refers to hell using a variety of parables, metaphors and images.
From these few examples, what seems to be Jesus’ purpose in
referring to hell?

Read Matt 8:12, 25:41, Mark 9:43, Rev 20:11-21:8.
4. Break into small groups. Read one or two of the passages and report
back what the imagery communicates and what emotions it evokes in
us?

Read John 14:1-4, 1 Pet 1:4-5, Rev 21:3-4
5. Again, break into groups and read one or two of the passages. What is
the primary emphasis of the Bible regarding heaven?

6. How would our interactions with people be different if, for every
person we spoke to, we asked ourselves, “Where will this person be in
100 years?”
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In the space below write down the names of three non-Christian
contacts with whom you are going to take steps to share the gospel
during this study series.
Can you identify any stumbling blocks which make each of them
‘resistant’ to the gospel? What can you be praying would be your Godgiven next step to reach out to them? (pass on a book, have over for a
meal, send them an article, etc)

Person
Adam

Background
Child died from cancer

Next Step
Go out for coffee and offer to
pray for them

Share about one of these people with the group, and then pray for one
another in this task.
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1. What do you think the average Australian would say is the most
important thing in life?

Read Mark 8:27-33
2. After witnessing Jesus perform miracles that met a variety of physical
and emotional needs, Peter recognises that Jesus is the long-awaited
Messiah. What does he not yet understand about how Jesus will save
them?

3. In pairs, write a concise, 1-2 sentence description of Jesus’ core
mission.

4. What excuses do people give to downplay the importance of the
Cross? What are some biblical answers to those excuses? (see Matt
26:36-42, Acts 4:12)

Read 1 Cor 2:2
5. What would it look like if we had the same resolution as Paul?
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Part 2
One of the best ways that we can share the gospel with others is
through sharing our personal testimonies. Testimonies are simply
stories about how God has been at work in our lives. They are often,
but not always, the story of our conversion.
Like all good stories, good testimonies have the following components:
I.

An introduction – where the ‘characters’ in the story are
presented, perhaps with a little exposition
II. A crisis or conflict – something happens which creates tension
III. A resolution and conclusion
On the next two pages are templates for how to tell your conversion
story or how to tell a Christian growth story. Choose which you will
tell, then take a few minutes to prepare some notes (space at the end
of this booklet) before practicing telling your story to another member
of the group in 1 minute, and giving each other feedback.
Bear in mind these general tips for writing your testimony:
•
•
•
•

Use informal ‘every-day’ language
Avoid religious words, phrases and jargon
Include some humour and human interest if you can
Don’t include unnecessary details (names of specific churches
or denominations, excessive cataloguing of dates and ages,
too many names of individuals etc.)
• Use word pictures to describe and highlight important
episodes
• Avoid mystical claims that skeptics question (“God said to
me…”)
• Simplify and reduce clutter by combining information
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Conversion story
• What did you think was important in life?
• How did you think the world should be?
Introduction

• What did you hope and dream for?
• What did you think would fulfill and satisfy you?
• How were your desires thwarted (or shown to be twisted)?
• Why were your hopes and goals unmet?

Crisis

• Was there a flaw in the world, or in yourself, that you became
aware of?
• Was there an unsatisfied inner need that you felt?
• Why were all other solutions to your crisis unsatisfactory?
• What circumstances caused you to turn to Christ as the
solution?

Resolution

• What is the gospel (briefly) and how does it resolve your
crisis?
• What did it look like for you to respond to the gospel?
• What has it meant for you to now follow Christ?
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Growth story

Introduction

Good desires & behaviours

Bad desires and behaviours

• Do you have a good desire

• Do you have a bad desire or

or behaviour that God has

behaviour that God has

been teaching you about

been teaching you about

recently? (e.g. “I want to be

recently? (e.g. “I like to get

a good parent”)

my own way”)

• What is an example of this

• What is an example of this

desire or behaviour in your

desire or behaviour in your

life?

life?

• How do you fail in your
attempt to do good?
• How do you twist a good
Crisis

desire into something
idolatrous?
• How does your sinful heart

• Where have you seen or
experienced the
consequences of these bad
desires and behaviours?
• What is at the root (in your
heart) of these desires?

make a mess of this good
desire?
• How does the gospel show
you your failure?
• How does Jesus succeed
where you’ve failed?
Resolution

• How does God help you in
your failure?

• How does the gospel show
you your failure?
• How does Jesus succeed
where you’ve failed?
• How does God help you in
your failure?

• What is a concrete example • What is a concrete example
of how, by God’s grace and

of how, by God’s grace and

strength you’re doing

strength you’re doing better

better in this area?

in this area?
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Read Eph 1:10, Phil 2:9-11, Rev 5:9
1. What do these passages show about the scope of God’s plans for the
universe?

2. How easy is it for you to believe that history is headed in this direction?
What distracts you and causes you to doubt this reality?

3. What do we know about how God will bring about this great final day?
Do we have a role to play?

Read Luke 14:15-23
4. What does this parable (especially v23) reveal about what God is
committed to?

Read Acts 18:5-11
5. Although there were not yet many Christians in Corinth, God reassures
Paul in v10. What is God foretelling and what does it motivate Paul to
do?

6. Can we be confident of the same reality in our city today?
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Part 2
Being able to explain the good news of Christianity (“the gospel”) at
short notice is a helpful tool for evangelism. Have a go right now
sharing the gospel with the person next to you in 30 seconds or less.
What did they do well? What aspects of the gospel did they leave out?

As a group have a brief look through some Bible verses which contain
summaries of the gospel. What details seem important to include
when presenting the good news?
• John 3:16
• 2 Cor 5:21
• 1 Cor 15:1-3

• 1 Pet 3:18
• Rom 3:23-24
• Rom 5:8

Gospel outlines
Which (if any) of the following gospel outline tools are you familiar
with? What have you found helpful about any of them?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two Ways To Live
Bridge To Life
4 Spiritual Laws
God / Man / Christ / Response
3, 2, 1: The Story of God, the World and You
The Relationship Diagrams

Work through one of these tools with your home group now, and
practice using it to share the gospel with one another.

17

18

19

1. Can you think of times in your life when it has become too late to do
something important?

Read Ps 90:4, 9-12, Eccl 5:18-20, 11:1-4
2. According to these OT passages, what is the wise response to the
brevity of life?

Read Jas 4:13-17, 1 Cor 7:29-31
3. In what specific ways do these passages say our lives should look
different based on the reality of the brevity of life? Come up with a
few more.

Read Phil 2:14-17
4. How does Paul describe the efforts he puts into his ministry (v17)?
What does this imagery communicate?

5. What outcome makes Paul’s labour worthwhile?

6. Would you consider “pouring out” your life in service of the gospel a
life wasted, or well lived? What reassurance is there for those who
forgo the comforts of this life to serve Jesus? (see Matt 19:25-30)
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In Colossians 4:5-6 the Apostle Paul says:
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
Being able to have ‘salty’ conversations by using current affairs,
workplace issues, ethical issues, and life events as opportunities to
naturally turn conversations to God and the Lord Jesus is a skill that
takes practice. Who do you know that is good at this?

Deeper conversations
If persuading people to follow Christ is our goal in evangelism, this
necessarily entails people changing their life’s core beliefs. Having
conversations at this deep level can be tricky and can take lots of time
to achieve. The diagram below is a simple representation of how
someone’s worldview is structured.
Examples:
Interest = “I like to play touch football”
Value = “I think it’s important to enjoy life”
Belief = “I believe that this life is all we have”

Interest = “I do anything it takes to earn a promotion”
Value = “Success and wealth are my priorities”
Belief = “Power will bring me freedom”

Brainstorm - How can we go about moving our conversations from
surface level matters to deeper issues of beliefs and truth?
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Conversation bridges for sharing the gospel
Look through the following phrases, and select a couple that you find
appealing, and commit them to memory for future use.
• Here's a random question - have you ever thought much about
God?
• I was wondering if you have any spiritual beliefs.
• If it was possible to have a relationship with God, would you be
interested? Can I tell you how I came to know God personally?
Can I show you from the bible how can know God personally?
• What would you say Christianity was all about?
• If someone asked you what the central idea of Christianity was,
what would you say to them?
• For a person who is a Christian by tradition but not by faith ask: "If
one of your friends asked you how to become a Christian, what
would you say?"
• Have you had a chance to read the Bible as an adult?
• I've known you for a while and you know that I'm a Christian but
I've never explained how I became a Christian. I was wondering if I
could talk to you about that at some time.
• I'm looking to read the bible with someone, would you be
interested?
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• If God was to do a miracle in your life what would it be? Can I pray
for you?
• If you could ask God to meet a need in your life what would it be?
Can I pray for you?
• What is your life purpose? Why do you think we are here?
• What do you think happens after death? Why do you think that?
• Why is the world so full of suffering?
• Have you ever felt close to God?
• Do you ever feel though God helps you?
• Has God ever shown up in your life?
• Do you feel far from God or close to Cod? Would you like to be
close to God?
• Are you a spiritual person?
• Do you have faith of your own?
• Are you a religious person? In your religion how do you get your
sins forgiven (or get to heaven or achieve enough merit)? Can I tell
you how Christianity is different?
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