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Annual Report
WOLLONGONG BAPTIST CHURCH

TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN

LOOKING BACK

69 Smith Street
1937

69 Smith Street
just before we moved

330 Keira Street
2013

Welcome to the 2020-21 annual report!
After the uncertainty of 2020, we had hoped
that we might enter a ‘new normal’ in 2021,
but the COVID-19 pandemic has continued
to cast a shadow over the world. This has
again limited our church life in the past
year, with our services moving online for the
past 2 months amidst the latest lockdown.
Many events have been postponed in this
third term, but we can give thanks for the
freedom we enjoyed in the preceding nine
months. We have grown to know Christ
more deeply through the struggles, and
made Him known to the Illawarra and
overseas through our mission partners.
God has certainly been at work with a
number of newcomers joining us in the first
half of the year, with new people committing
to our Home Groups, and a number of
baptisms both in our English and
international services. We have seen the
continued generosity of our church
community, as we have supported projects
and mission partners and met our budget in
a time of financial constraint. We have been
greatly blessed, and it has led to a renewed
commitment to planting a church in the
southern Illawarra in the next 18 months,
which was adopted at our May church
meeting.

LOOKING FORWARD
With regard to our medium-term plans set out in 2018, we our now pursuing the final
commitment of planting a church, and have a further five steps for this unique
challenge. We need to continue to labour in prayer as we formulate plans in the
second half of 2021, and appoint a church planter. We then need to form a core team
of individuals in the first half of 2022, who will commit to establishing the plant. While
the core team is being formed, we will continue to gather resources for the new
church, which we hope will be able to launch public services in early 2023.

While these plans for a church plant are developed, we need to also be strengthening
WBC, so that we might be in a position to commit resources elsewhere while not
losing momentum in reaching out to Wollongong. Our hope is that over the next 12
months we will more effectively share the gospel with our community, and see more
people come to faith as we give greater priority to evangelism. We also want to better
connect with newcomers to WBC and integrate people into the life of our church
through a new ‘Onboarding’ course, and the further development of our Home
Groups. In addition, we are committed to strengthening our pastoral care. The pastors
will be developing a strategic plan for these steps in the next few months.
Please pray with our leaders, that God will continue to bless our church community,
so that we clearly hold out the hope that we have in Christ in a time of disruption and
hopelessness in our world.
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WHO ARE WE?
517 REGULAR ATTENDEES
at the English services

50.4% FEMALE

MALE 49.6%

367 ADULTS

150 CHILDREN & YOUTH

211 ADULTS
SERVING MONTHLY
(57%)

231 ADULTS
IN HOME GROUPS
(63%)

93

138

136

adults regularly attending
the 9:00 service

adults regularly attending
the 10:30 service

adults regularly attending
the 6:00 service

WHERE DO WE LIVE?

55%
of people live within
5km of church

26%
of people live within
5-10km of church

15%
of people live within
10-20km of church

4%
of people live over
20km from church
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Gospel-Centred Worship involves
God's people responding to God's
revelation with adoration and action.

Gospel-Centred Community
involves God's people showing the
love of Jesus by connecting and
caring for people.

Gospel-Centred Service involves
God's people imitating the service of
Jesus by serving in the church and
community.

Gospel-Centred Multiplication
involves God's people making
disciples of all nations by sharing the
gospel.

ELDERSHIP UPDATE
The elders are nominating two new elder candidates at our church meeting on August
24, Matthew Grant and Clayton Ryan. It is exciting to see God at work raising up
leaders for His church.

This meeting will also mark the end of Matt Price's two year term, and he has decided
to step down to better balance his family and work commitments at this time. I want to
take this opportunity on behalf of the eldership and the whole church, to thank Matt for
faithfully serving in this important role. He has been a great encouragement to the
pastors and has used his gifts to ably assist the eldership in their joint responsibility of
overseeing the pastoral care, teaching and leading of WBC.

Rod Bayley

SUNDAY SERVICES
“How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God… Better is one day in
your courts than a thousand elsewhere.”
Psalm 84:1-2, 10

I believe this past year, with all its challenges and frustrations, has sharpened our
appreciation for the privilege of gathered worship. Twelve months ago we were in the
midst of our first lockdown, which prevented us from gathering for our usual Sunday
church services. Instead, we produced weekly ‘WBC Online’ services with prerecorded music and sermons. These online services didn’t (and don’t) hold a candle
to the real thing, but they are a gift from God in our time of need. During this period
we encouraged and helped organise small gatherings in members homes to watch
the WBC Online service together and enjoy some fellowship.
It was a breath of fresh air to return to physical gatherings in the church building at
the end of September 2020 with a fortnightly, then weekly, 9.30am service. A weekly
6.00pm service resumed in November, followed by the return to two morning
services - now at new times of 9.00am and 10.30am. It was particularly joyful sharing
the Lord’s Supper again after several months of abstaining. The ever-changing
landscape of COVID restrictions (face masks, no singing, social distancing, the 4m2
rule etc.) made navigating these months challenging, but it was a joy to see old
friends again and connect with new ones who had joined WBC during lockdown.

Our ministry teams responded graciously and swiftly to the return to the building, and
it was great to see new people stepping up to serve. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed over the past year to our Sunday services – musicians, tech crew,
service leaders, Bible readers, hosts and welcomers, those who provided food and
helped clean.

Mark Roberts

COMMUNITY
Due to lockdowns, the weekly opportunity of meeting together as a church has been
limited. The loss of these regular conversations with others meant that an extra level
of intentionality was required to connect via Zoom and phone calls. Perhaps one of
the biggest lessons learnt from not meeting together is just how important these
unplanned interactions are and just how much we take this for granted. No doubt
people felt disconnected to various degrees, but it was pleasing to hear how many
people did step up to this challenge.
Excitingly, when we were allowed to return to in-person gatherings, a number of
people who had connected with WBC through our online services became regulars at
WBC, at both the morning and evening services.
Sadly, ongoing restrictions have made the catch-ups that normally take place on
Sundays and on many other occasions trickier and in some cases even impossible.
As restrictions eased our various smaller groups were allowed to meet again. As
restrictions decreased, interaction increased. Yet the ‘new normal’ that continued to
change has meant an underlying uncertainty that challenges us all.
The popular statement that “we’re all in this together” may be overused and overly
positive according to some, but it remains our desire that WBC will have meaningful
expression of our unity regardless of the restrictions or freedom that we are in.

BAPTISMS
A number of people had expressed the desire to be baptised around the time we
went into lockdown meaning that they initially could not be held. When we were
allowed to meet again 3 people were baptised from our English services and an even
larger number from the Chinese, Vietnamese and Karenni congregations.

Ken Davies

HOME GROUPS
Home Groups remain one of the most vital points of connection for people at WBC.
Another new group started in 2021 meaning that we now have a total of 21 groups,
with more than 220 people connected.
Many groups are at, or very close to full capacity which means that developing new
leaders is going to be an ongoing challenge for the coming years.
Most groups returned to meeting in person as soon as possible when restrictions
eased. For a variety of reasons some groups remained online or experimented with
hybrid versions in which some members were in person and others connected online,
often from quite a geographical distance. It was encouraging to see people prioritise
meeting together to encourage one another even in a less than ideal format.
As in recent years, handbooks have been written to parallel the sermon series.
Looking at the covers of the series we have done (below) is a great reminder of the
variety of books that we have studied together.
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48%

60%

76%

adults are part of a Home
Group at the 9:00 service

adults are part of a Home
Group at the 10:30 service

adults are part of a Home
Group at the 6:00 service

MULTIPLICATION
Our gospel pursuit of multiplication aims to see every member of WBC sharing
in and supporting the proclamation of the gospel locally and globally.
In the past 12 months we were unable to send any short-term mission teams
overseas due to the pandemic, but we have had a number of our mission
partners share while they have been in Australia, including Jasmine Ng and
Milard Sleiman. We have also added a new couple to our gospel partnerships,
as Jit and Jan Yawan were added to our current budget, as they prepare to
return to north-west Thailand. Joey Turk has also recently returned from
serving for two years in Senegal, for which we give thanks.
There have also been a number of opportunities to share the gospel locally
through our church’s programs, which have been very encouraging because of
the fruit that God has produced.
One highlight of our local mission efforts since September last year was our
Christmas events in December 2020, and our Easter services in April 2021.
We were able to run our annual Carols service without too many restrictions,
and still had a large numbers attend this in the middle of December.
This provided opportunities for
people to invite friends and
relatives to WBC, and a
number of visitors attended.
Similarly, on the first weekend
of April, our Easter services
saw newcomers join us,
particularly as we combined at
9.30am on Good Friday.
A second highlight of our local evangelism has been the ESL ministry on
Wednesday afternoons. ESL took a break for three months while we were in
lockdown with the first wave of the pandemic, but it was able to meet face-toface this year (and socially distanced) before the second lockdown occurred at
the start of term 3.

MULTIPLICATION
Although numbers have been down due to many international students being
unable to travel to Australia, we have seen a number of keen students
continue. Please pray that this ministry will be able to recommence in term 4,
and that international students will be able to return in greater numbers in
2022, providing increased opportunities to teach English and share our hope.

In term 3 and 4 of 2020 we ran a new evangelistic course, Christianity
Explored. This was repeated in term 2 this year, with four different groups
meeting in homes, involving 10 non-Christians. We have seen God bless these
courses, as those attended sought answers, with one person making a clear
commitment, and several others making steps towards a saving faith.

PRAY THAT:
The Christianity Explored courses will be used by God to bring people to
faith, as they hopefully run again in term 4 this year
Our Christmas events (Gingerbread Houses, Carols service, Christmas
services) will be able to run too, and see many people connect with our
church and hear the gospel
Our Mission Support team will effectively care for our mission partners in
this difficult time of COVID-19
Our ESL team will continue to see fruitful discussions about Jesus, as
they not only teach English but form gospel friendships.
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KIDS CHURCH
Kids ministry has faced some challenges this past year with not being able to meet
for almost all of 2020. Despite being separated last year there have been many
things to thank God for over the past 12 months. During the time we were unable to
meet onsite we were able to provide kids talk videos and resources for parents to
do with their children. This allowed for the kids of WBC to continue to learn from the
same books as the adults in an age-appropriate way. We were able to meet once in
November and film a Christmas Nativity that was used during one of our Christmas
services.
The start of 2021 saw the return of Kids Church in person and it was such a joy to
see everyone again and learn together. The change of service time for the morning
saw an increased number of children at 9am. This increase meant that we were
able to split the group into Kids Zone and Kids Zone Plus (similar to what is offered
at the 10.30 service). We are now better able to cater for the abilities of the children
attending.
One of the most exciting events of the year had to be having Colin Buchanan at
WBC for one of his famous concerts – toilet paper cannon and all! It was a big effort
to coordinate everything and it was wonderful to have kids, youth, parents and
adults come together to pull it off successfully. Despite the fun and excitement that
big events like that create, I'm thankful for the week by week commitment of our
Kids Church leaders serving in the seven groups across the two morning services. I
pray that the relationships in all these groups will continue to develop and children
will continue to be taught faithfully and put their faith in God, learning what it looks
like to live their lives for Him.

Kyra Morris

INTERN PROGRAM
At WBC we believe an intern program within our church is a great investment of our
time, energy, and finances. The main purpose of our intern program is to provide
opportunities for the intern to learn by doing. It gives an opportunity to observe, serve,
and try out many different types of ministry with assistance and guidance beforehand,
and feedback and reflection afterwards. Our interns are able to see ‘behind the
scenes’ at church and learn what is involved in preparing for, and participating in,
regular church ministry.
This year Paul Boulton and Tim Lowth have been our interns. Paul has been
focussing on family ministry, in particular on helping dads. Tim has been studying full
time at Moore College and has focussed on preaching and pastoral ministry.

PAUL BOULTON
"The internship is a great initial step to explore what it means to
work in ministry and help discern where God is calling me. Given
the program runs parallel to work and family commitments, at times
it has been challenging. There have been plenty of opportunities to
serve by leading and engaging in church activities, which allows me
to know our congregation better and develop my spiritual gifts. It
also provides opportunities to study and discuss theology with the
pastoral team. Thank you for all your prayers and support for our
family."
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TIM LOWTH
"It’s been a joy to be involved with activities behind the scenes such
as thinking through the Deuteronomy sermon series and material
for homegroups, as well as opportunities to preach on some
Sundays. While studying full-time alongside the internship, it has
been valuable to experience the prayerful and faithful effort that
goes into the week-to-week running of church. A big thank you as
well to those who have been supporting Naomi and I in prayer and
financially. We are thankful to God for each of you!"

Tim Lowth

PLAYTIME

2021 saw the return of PlayTime at church after meeting
in local parks last year due to COVID restrictions. We’ve
seen an increased number attending this year, with
mums from all 3 English services coming. It has been a
delight seeing relationships develop between families
who may not have met before. We're very thankful for the
women who make PlayTime happen every week,
especially those without children.
Looking ahead, we would love to see our community
outreach increase while continuing to foster relationships
between children who come along and their parents.
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PRIME
TIME

WBC's Prime Time is a group focused toward our older
folks and their friends, meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month from February to November. The aim is to have a
variety of activities that help build caring friendships with
each other and reach out to our friends. It is a time to
chat over morning tea and be encouraged from God's
word and, weather permitting, getting away for a day trip.
This year we had trips to Kiama and the Symbio Wildlife
Park in Helensburgh.

YOUTH
GROUP

Immerse is WBC’s high school aged youth group.
Around 20 of us meet each Friday during school terms to
study the Bible, pray, play and eat. We loved being one of
the first groups allowed to meet in person post-lockdown.
A number of friends have been invited along and now
regularly attend.
An annual highlight which took place again this year is the
trip to Katoomba for KYCK which we attended in person
(Ask anyone about the chilli sauce eating contest and you
may even get them to re-enact some of the more exciting
responses that took place).
Over the last year we have made a concerted effort to be
at evening church together and the youth band played in
church for the first time. It is a privilege to see the growth
in maturity and care the youth display for one another.

DEEPER
PODCAST

The Deeper podcast continued throughout the year and
saw Grace Jones hand over the microphone to Clayton
Ryan. We've now recorded 95 episodes since the
podcast began in February 2019. 86% of listeners are in
Australia, 11% are from the USA, plus a range of listeners
from countries including India, Nigeria, Romania, and
Saudi Arabia to mention but a few.
In the last year Luke proved to be the most popular series
with anywhere from 70 - 100 listeners each episode.
One big development has been Mike Tamp generously
recording the podcast for us in his home studio and
tidying up the sound to give it a professional finish. We're
very thankful to Mike for serving the church in this way.
Whilst we aim to dig deeper into the Sunday sermon, we
are also looking to dig deeper into how we can be
applying God's word to our everyday lives.

A great definition of women's ministry is : "Women in need
of change helping women in need of change to be more
like Jesus." That definition is what is shaping the thinking
of the Women's Team as we seek to serve the women at
WBC. We have called our monthly gathering "Connect".
The evenings start with tea/coffee and cake, then in a
relaxed format we hear from women from WBC through
testimonies, short talks, devotions, music, interviews and
talking together in small groups. We finish the night by
praying for each other. So far we have covered themes
such as identity, thankfulness, prayer, and sharing the
gospel.
We pray this monthly gathering will be an opportunity for us
to be counter-cultural as we consider important topics,
grow friendships across generations, provide a platform for
women to exercise their spiritual gifts, and grow in their
gifts. Above all we pray for each other to grow as gospelshaped followers of Jesus.

The women's team also facilitates a monthly women's walk
on the first Tuesday of each month. This is a great time to
connect, with a bit of exercise thrown in, along with a
cuppa at the end of the walk! Also, a huge thank you to the
men who have served us each month by doing the dishes
and cleaning up the kitchen - such a blessing for our
Connect nights.
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WOMEN'S
MINISTRY

MEN'S
MINISTRY

The WBC men's ministry was relaunched in February
2021 after a couple of years of no meetings. The theme
behind our meetings has been Proverbs 27:17:"As iron
sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another". This is
our aim, that the men of WBC would sharpen one
another, that together we would encourage and build one
another up.
We began the year with a fantastic hot cooked breakfast,
encouragement from the word, and discussion on what
ways we can serve as men in the church and community.
We had planned for a mix of breakfasts and evangelistic
BBQs, however, COVID has always popped up to prevent
our BBQs from going ahead. Around 45-50 men attended
each breakfast and we are eager for our next meeting!
This year has been about establishing a foundation for the
wider participation of men both within the church and the
community.

There is also a monthly men's walk on the first Friday of
the month, meeting at the lighthouse and finishing with
'optional' coffee.

,
n
o
t
l
u
o
B
l
u
a
P
,
n
a
y
R
Clayton an Carlsson, Rod Bayley
d
i
A
,
s
e
l
l
i
v
a
Michael L

SERVING AT WBC
At WBC we aim to see every regularly attending member of the church eagerly
and joyfully serving God with their time and talents. Christ calls every member of
the body to play their God-ordained part serving his church. So we strive to equip
our members for all parts of ministry, whether that be mowing the lawns,
welcoming people, making tea and coffee, teaching, singing, preaching - there's
something for everyone to do at church.

211 ADULTS SERVING AT THE ENGLISH SERVICES

43% OF FEMALES SERVING

35% OF MALES SERVING

45%

53%

71%

of adults serving
at the 9:00 service

of adults serving
at the 10:30 service

of adults serving
at the 6:00 service

GOSPEL PARTNERSHIPS
At WBC our mission is "to know Christ and make him known". As such we are
committed as a church to Jesus' Great Commission to go and make disciples of all
nations. We are committed to training, sending, and supporting gospel partners
both at home and abroad.
Josh & Ali
ALBANIA
Nate & Jenni
MOZAMBIQUE

Milard & Joyce
LEBANON

Jasmine
THAILAND
Jit & Jan
THAILAND

Scott & Rachel, Power To Change
TOOWOOMBA, QLD

Phil & Miriam, FOCUS MQ
SYDNEY, NSW

Matt & Evelyn, FOCUS UOW
WOLLONGONG, NSW

Jordan & Rachel, Quizworx
SYDNEY, NSW

Samar, SRE
WOLLONGONG, NSW

Andrew & Emma, VBC
SYDNEY, NSW

FINANCE UPDATE
We are thankful to God for his ongoing provision through the generosity of His people
at WBC. Despite beginning and ending the reporting period in lockdown, we ended
the year with a surplus. While our budget for 2020-21 was $650k, our actual
expenditure was $625.5k, and our income for the year was $664.6k.

Breakdown of Expenditure
WBC Ministries (3.2%)

Baptist Association (1.3%)

Mission Giving (8.1%)

Salary & Wages (71%)

Loan
Payments (7.5%)
Operating
Expenses (8.9%)

Giving continues to rise, despite the
pandemic. 86% of giving is via EFT.

We have continued to pay off the
mortgage more quickly than required.

Annual Income

Mortgage Balance
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Our Gracious God,
As we look back over a year of uncertainty during which we have been unable
to gather as your people at times, we are yet thankful for your goodness and
faithfulness to our church community and to Christians around the globe. We
acknowledge that you are sovereign over all things, and that you have overseen
these circumstances in which a worldwide pandemic has brought suffering and
loss, and stretched the faith of believers. Yet you have still demonstrated your
mercy to our society, and shown us your love in large and small ways which we
have often taken for granted. In the midst of these events, we have been
blessed with opportunities to remind each other of your salvation in Jesus, to
love and support one another in new ways, to share the hope that we have in a
time often marked by hopelessness.
May we long to grow in our love for you and our brothers and sisters in Christ.
May we walk in obedience to your Word, continue to show your compassion for
others needs and for the lost. May we fight for joy, and demonstrate patient
perseverance and fortitude. May we above all be prayerful, bringing our anxious
thoughts and needs to you. May we know your promise that as we come before
you with confidence, that you will grant us grace to help us in our time of need,
that you will grant us a peace that transcends all understanding and guards our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Reminded of our mortality and finitude, may
we take hold of the wonderful privilege of prayer, even as we heed your voice in
your living Word.
We praise you for the work you are doing in and through our church. Help us to
see the joy and privilege of not only worshipping you, but of serving you
through your church. As we look forward to being able to meet as your people
again, prepare our hearts for other-centred service, that we might walk in the
good works that you have prepared in advance for us to do. We ask that your
favour may be upon our plans to grow in knowing Christ and making him known.
We pray that you might grant us wisdom in our plans to plant a church, and that
you would prepare our church for this step, so that we might glorify you in our
desire to reach more people in the Illawarra with the gospel.
We pray these things in Christ's name
for the extension of your kingdom
and for your glory.
Amen.

WOLLONGONG BAPTIST CHURCH
www.wollongongbaptist.org
admin@gongbaptist.net
330 Keira Street
Wollongong NSW 2500

