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Letter from Pastor Ken
Dear WBC,
Welcome to 2022!
If nothing else, the last 2 years have made it clear that ‘normal’ is just a
description of our experience. The uncomfortable truth is that our
situation can change at any moment. While many of us long for a return
to ‘normal’, what this year holds, none of us know with any certainty.
In the context of COVID 19, earthly authorities in various fields have
made bold claims and counter-claims of what will take place and
therefore how we must act. How good would it be to be led by someone
who knows exactly what is going to happen, who can say with certainty
this is the way you should go?
As we return to the Gospel of Luke to look at the final section, Jesus
makes a claim to be the king without rival. He knows exactly what is
going to take place and why. He alone can instruct us on the way to act
both now and in the future. He alone is worthy of being followed.
Yet his path to becoming king, the way he reigns and the responses to his
authority are not what would be expected. Many of the events that take
place in his final week in Jerusalem (the location of the temple and in the
past the royal palace) are a rejection of his claim.
Our desire as an eldership is that this series will further clarify Jesus’
claim to be king and with a fresh appreciation of his authority we would
all joyfully submit anew to the king of kings.
Yours in Christ,
Ken
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Background to the series
This term we are looking at the final section of Luke’s gospel. Over
almost three months we will examine events, most of which took place
over a period of just one week. Lord willing, this will lead us perfectly
into Easter, culminating in our Good Friday and Easter Sunday services.
As we have seen in previous years, Jesus has intentionally been on his
way to Jerusalem so that his departure could take place (9:51). Yet before
he goes home, he is going to be crowned king.
Any discussion of the king of the Jews necessarily builds upon the history
of Israel in which YHWH revealed himself as their king. Though He had
repetitively revealed His power and consistently cared for them, they
chose a human king. Whilst from one perspective this was a rejection of
YHWH’s kingship, it had always been His plan to give them a human
king.
After a ‘misstart’ with Saul, David was the first in a line of kings. To him
was promised an eternal kingdom (2 Sam 7). Seemingly contradicting the
promise, the kingdom rapidly broke down. The Davidic line continued in
Judah and even in the exile. That another king in the line of David would
come and re-establish Israel’s greatness was a regular theme of the
prophets. (e.g. Jer 30: 8-9; Ez 34:22-24)
Though back in the Promised Land with the temple rebuilt, Israel at the
time of Jesus was still under the authority of Rome, meaning they did not
have an Israelite King. So, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem as king
(19:38) it was an act that inevitably caused a range of responses given its
political and religious implications.
This section of the gospel contains some of the best-known events and
teachings of Jesus and so will be very familiar. What may not have been
noticed is that all takes place in the context of Jesus’ claim to be king.
Human plans and God’s plans collide. Behold your King!
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Home Group – Week 1

Luke 19:28-48

Read 19:28-48
1) Read Luke 9:51. This verse marked the start of Jesus’ intentional
journey to Jerusalem, the end goal of which is now in sight. What
have been some of the highlights from the so called “travelnarrative”? (9:51-19:27)

2) What is intentionally symbolised by Jesus’ entering Jerusalem on
a colt? (c.f. Zechariah 9:9)

3) The “crowd of disciples” (v37) loudly praise God by quoting
(most likely singing) Ps 118:26. Why have they changed the
original to explicitly refer to a king? What does the scene convey
about the crowds’ expectations of Jesus as King? (v37 -38)
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4) The Pharisees demand that Jesus correct what they believe is his
disciples’ wrong thinking. In response Jesus quotes Habakkuk
2:11, part of words directed in ridicule against the enemies of
God’s people. Why are his words a stinging rebuke?

5) Weeping over the death of a friend or relative is expected, but in
v41 Jesus weeps for the city of Jerusalem. What motivates his
grief (v42-44)? How is his emotion connected to OT prophecy?
(Ps 137:9)

6) Cleansing the temple to re-establish right worship of God marked
out certain kings of Judah as godly (eg 2 Chr 24, 29, 34). How
does Jesus both follow in his ancestors footsteps and surpass
them?

7) The initial obvious joy at Jesus’ arrival is replaced with angry
opposition. What reception would Jesus receive today if he rode
into Wollongong? How does king Jesus feel as he looks over the
Illawarra? Do we share his passion?
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Sermon: 13th February
Luke 19:28-48
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Home Group – Week 2

Luke 20:1-19

Reflection on Luke 19:28-48

Read Luke 20:1-19
1) The end of chapter 19(v48) identified the inability of the Jewish
authorities to kill Jesus because, “all the people hung on his
words.” What would motivate the leaders’ confrontation of
Jesus (vv1-8) and why would they make the source of his
authority their focus?

2) Jesus is renowned for answering questions with another
question. How does his question put the Jewish leaders in an
‘impossible’ situation?

Because the leaders continue in their refusal (c.f. 7:29-30) to
acknowledge that John was sent by God, Jesus turns to the people
instead and tells them a parable. (though N.B. the leaders are still
listening and still a ‘secondary target’ as the end makes clear).
3) Why does the vineyard owner deserve some of the fruit? (v10)
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4) What does the vineyard owner’s repeated sending of servants
and finally his son reveal about his character?

5) The parable ends with the anticipation of the owner killing the
tenants (v15). Why would the audience respond in horror given
the tenants’ repeated violence and callous murder of the owner’s
son?

6) A record of the dialogue that takes place after a parable was
spoken is quite uncommon in the gospels. Jesus’ response is a
quotation of Psalm 118:22 and Isaiah 8:14-15. What is he
attempting to elicit by quoting these verses? How is the
prophesied rejection of both the prophets and the Messiah
already being fulfilled?

7) As Gentile believers in the Son, we have now been given the
vineyard. How is this great news? How does the leaders’
‘mistake’ remain a warning for us? (c.f. Rom 11:17-21)
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Sermon: 20th February
Luke 20:1-19
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Home Group – Week 3

Luke 20:20-40

Reflection on Luke 20:1-19

Read Luke 20:20-26
1) After the direct confrontation in the previous section fails, the
leaders sink to subterfuge. What is their modified goal and how
is it still questioning Jesus’ authority? (v20)

2) Spies are sent in an attempt to trap Jesus, but it is they, and by
implication those who sent them, who end up trapped. How are
they failing to give to God what is God’s? In what ways may we
fail too?

Read v27-40
3) The OT laws (e.g. Dt 25:5-6) mean that it is possible that the
Sadducees were relaying a genuine situation, but v33 confirms
this is a ruse. How is their question an attempt to mock and
discredit Jesus?

12

4) How does Jesus turn an attempt to discredit him into something
that reinforces he is the correct authority to listen to?

5) Some teachers of the Law compliment Jesus (v39), indicating
that there was probably some divergence of opinion even
amongst the leaders (c.f. 19:47) Does the silence indicate they
have accepted Jesus’ authority?

6) King Solomon was wiser than any other king, exemplified in his
response to hard questions. (1 Ki 10:1, 23) In his interactions
with the Jewish leaders, how is Jesus both like and greater than
Solomon? (c.f. 1 Cor 1:30)

7) One of the underlying problems identified in this section is that
people try to fit Jesus into preconceived categories. What
claims of Jesus lead our society to dismiss Jesus or try to ‘catch
him out’ because he’s not in line with one of its expectations? In
what ways might we, even as Jesus’ followers, water down his
authority?
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Sermon: 27th February
Luke 20:20-40
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Home Group – Week 4

Luke 20:41-21:4

Reflection on Luke 20:20-40

“…kingship is a major theme (of the Psalms). On the one hand, a
number of psalms extol God as king (Pss. 47, 93, 95– 99). He is the
King not only of Israel but of the entire universe, and the whole
universe owes him praise (96:1). After all, he created all that exists
(95: 3– 5). On the other hand, the human king also plays a highly
important role in the Psalter. He is the one whom God has chosen to
lead his people and to mediate his kingship to them (Ps. 2).”
Read Luke 20:41-21:4 and Psalm 110
1) Although the authorities have stopped asking questions (v40),
Jesus continues to. Quoting what would have been a very
familiar Psalm, their area of expertise, what puzzle does Jesus
point out that they have no answer for?

2) It wasn’t until the Council of Chalcedon (a get-together of
church leaders to discuss issues affecting the whole church held
in 451 AD) that the church finalised a clear statement describing
Jesus’ divinity and humanity. Why is it considered essential to
acknowledge both? What is Jesus’ purpose in identifying the
tension?
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3) Having paid Jesus a compliment (v39), the teachers of the Law
probably expected similar treatment. What flaw does he expose
instead? (v46-47)

4) As the existing leaders of Israel, how has their misunderstanding
of the Law led to their breaking of the Law? (v45-47 c.f. Ex
22:21-24, Hosea 14:3, James 1:27)

5) In 21:1 Jesus observes the rich apparently doing what the law
required. In comparison what was the poor widow (a victim
according to 20:47) doing?
- in the eyes of others?
- in the eyes of Jesus?

6) A common application of this passage is to encourage
generosity. While a valuable thing to encourage, how is this
passage more directly about correct and incorrect use of God’s
Law? How does Jesus show that he is so much more than just a
clever Law interpreter?
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Sermon: 6th March
Luke 20:41-21:4
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Home Group – Week 5

Luke 21:5-38

Reflection on Luke 20:41-21:4

“Certain prophecies apparently contain a fulness of meaning which is not
exhausted by the event to which they most obviously and literally refer. A
prophecy which had a partial fulfillment at a time not remote from its
utterance, may find its chief fulfillment in an event far distant. Since the
principles of God's administration find ever recurring and enlarging
illustration in history, prophecies which have already had a partial
fulfillment may have whole cycles of fulfillment yet before them.”
Read Luke 21:5-38
1) The original temple had already been destroyed and then rebuilt
after the exile. Why would this threatened second destruction of
the temple (v6) mean more than simply a building’s demolition?
How would it have seemed like a failure of God to keep His
promise? (c.f. Ez 5:12, 9:3; Is 56:7; Hag 2:9 see also Lk 19:44)

2) The disciples show a surprising acceptance of the inevitability
of the outcome. What will happen before the destruction? (v811)
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3) How will Jesus’ disciples be treated? (v12-13) What is Jesus’
instructions and encouragement to them in the face of such a
prospect? (v14-19) How does this encourage us in our situation?

4) We know from history that Jerusalem was conquered in AD.70
and the temple destroyed (as it remains!) What would have been
terrifying in the prophecy about the Gentiles? (v20-24 c.f.
Habakkuk 1:12-17)

5) vv25-28 link the destruction of Jerusalem with the coming of the
Son of Man (Dan 7:13-14). Consider the arguments regarding
the timing – is Jesus speaking about the judgement long in our
past, the final judgement to come, or some combination of both?

6) Discussion of the end times has resulted in a lot of time and
energy being expended on debates. The parable in v29-30
clarifies the purpose of Jesus’ statements. What are Jesus’
disciples expected to learn from observing the fulfillment of
these signs?

7) A man carrying a sign predicting the end of the world is near is
considered by our society a symbol of being deluded. What does
Jesus’ teach we can do to ensure our readiness for his return?
(v34-38)
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Sermon: 13th March
Luke 21:5-38
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Home Group – Week 6

Luke 22:1-23

Reflection on Luke 21:5-38

Read Luke 22:1-23
1) The rescue of Israel from slavery in Egypt became one of the
most important festivals celebrated by the Jews annually as
Passover. What is Luke preparing us for by mentioning it in v1
and 7? (John 1:29, 1 Cor 5:7)

2) Opposition to Jesus has been gradually increasing and as they
arrive in Jerusalem it even infiltrates the inner circle (v3-6).
Being empowered by God’s Spirit (a prominent theme in Luke)
is contrasted with being under the influence of Satan.

3) Passover looked back to a great moment of salvation, yet Jesus
is looking forward. Why was Jesus so keen to eat this Passover?
(v15-16, 20)
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4) v19 includes the famous words “do this in remembrance of me.”
What does ‘this’ refer to? How can we avoid just going through
the motions and do all Jesus want us to do?

5) Straight on the back of explaining that he is about to sacrifice
his life for them and giving them a way of commemorating it,
Jesus tells them that one of them will betray him. What does his
statement initially provoke? (v21-23)

6) v22 places divine sovereignty and human responsibility
alongside each other. Why is it essential we don’t so focus on
one that we effectively deny the other?

7) Similar to kings being regarded as good for restoring the temple
(study 1), good kings celebrated Passover. How is Jesus rightly
leading his followers in remembering the past, yet surpassing
other kings by fulfilling what Passover points towards?
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Sermon: 20th March
Luke 22:1-23
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Home Group – Week 7

Luke 22:24-38

Reflection on Luke 22:1-23

Read Luke 22:24-38
1) In the context of Jesus preparing for his greatest act of humility
and having been just shocked by the news one of them would
betray Jesus, the disciples debate who of them is the greatest
(v24). How could they fight over something so inappropriate at
such a moment? What are Jesus instructions for them? (v26)

2) Having stood with Jesus in his trials, Jesus confers on them a
kingdom (v29). What is the link to ancient Israel? How is it
fulfilled in the new heavens? (c.f. Rev 4:4, 21:12-14)

3) (v31-34) If Jesus’ prayer is that Simon’s faith won’t fail, why is
Simon’s failure and repentance the outcome? How can we
respond to our own failures so that we are trusting in Jesus
rather than ourselves?
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4) Jesus announces a change in how the disciples were to do
ministry. (v35-36) What does the shift indicate and is it an
ongoing requirement of all disciples?

5) In v37 Jesus quotes Isaiah 53:12 which comes at the end of one
of the ‘servant songs’. Read some of the preceding verses in
Isaiah 53 and make a list of what Jesus knew what was about to
be fulfilled.

6) As events are getting stressful, Jesus remains focussed on
exactly what needs to take place. In contrast, how are the
disciples missing the point?

7) It is easy to criticise the disciples’ misunderstandings and
mistakes. In what ways do we misunderstand or exchange our
own agenda for God’s? How can we trust in Jesus’ control?
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Sermon: 27th March
Luke 22:24-38
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Home Group – Week 8

Luke 22:39-65

Reflection on Luke 22:24-38

Read Luke 22:39-65
1) That Jesus went out ‘as usual’ probably indicates that this is
where the disciples stayed when in Jerusalem (v40). While ‘not
falling into temptation’ has already been prayed before (Mtt
6:13), here Jesus’ instruction seems to be for a specific situation.
What is Jesus warning them of?

2) What does Jesus’ request for this cup to be taken mean,
especially in light of the cup in Passover (22:20)? What do the
further details of the intensity of Jesus’ prayer convey (v44)?

3) Given Jesus knows that he will rise from the dead, why does he
experience such intense anguish?

4) Exhaustion makes it hard to pray. Why does Jesus repeat his
instruction to the disciples and what can we learn about our own
praying?
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5) Judas arrives (v47) and the swords mentioned in v38 are used
before Jesus answers. What is Jesus response to:
the disciples?
the wounded man?
the chief priests?

6) Rather than focus on Jesus’ trial, Luke infers Peter is facing his
own trial. While Peter is condemned by his fear what more is
revealed about Jesus and why it makes sense to trust him? (C.f.
22:34) What does Peter’s denial show us about our need for
humility?

7) What does Jesus’ composure reveal about him and why its right
to trust him even when we face difficult circumstances?
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Sermon: 3rd April
Luke 22:39-65
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Home Group – Week 9

Luke 22:66-23:25

Reflection on Luke 22:39-65

Read Luke 22:66-23:25
1) “Christ” is the Greek version of the Hebrew word “Messiah”,
meaning anointed one. What events in the gospel should have
already answered the council of elders’ question (v67)?

2) Jesus already knows what his opponents are thinking (c.f. 20:18) and that they will not change their minds about him. What is
the significance of referring to himself as the Son of Man (c.f
Dan 7:13-14)?

3) “The Son of God” these days describes an aspect of Jesus’
‘place’ in the trinity? What is the OT meaning Jesus’ accusers
would have been thinking of? (c.f. Psalm 2 esp v7)

4) The assembly take Jesus to Pilate, tweaking the charges against
him to be anti-Roman. How is Pilate’s self-interest contrasted
with Jesus’ concern for others?
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5) While we are not given details, Herod initially seems more
interested in Jesus than Pilate was (v8-12). Why does Jesus’
response leave him unfulfilled? Why are his expectations
inappropriate?

6) Three times Pilate pronounces Jesus innocent (v4, 15, 22) and
yet v23 is one of the saddest in scripture. Given Luke’s gospel
would have been written as Roman persecution was increasing,
how is this both a positive and negative account of their use of
authority? How does it confirm the blind hatred the Jewish
leaders had for Jesus?

7) How is the ‘prisoner exchange’ symbolic of what is about to
take place on the cross? How are we like Barabbas in need of an
innocent person taking the place of the guilty?
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Sermon: 10th April
Luke 22:66-23:25
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Sermon: Good Friday 15th April
Luke 23:26-56
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Sermon: Easter Sunday 17th April
Luke 24:1-53
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