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LETTER FROM PASTOR KEN
Dear WBC,
This term we are returning to the New Testament. The book of
Acts is familiar to many, filled with energy and activity. It contains
a lot of exciting stories that have been retold countless times in
Sunday School and in mission talks. It is where the term ‘Christian’
is first used and where Paul’s ‘Damascus Road conversion’ is
recorded.
It also is filled with events that have led to varying opinions.
Miracles, speaking in tongues, ‘church councils’, missionary
activity, the inclusion of Gentiles in God’s people. Are these
special occurrences that we are reading about confined to
history, or are they the way we should expect God to act in our
time? Do they form precedents that we must follow precisely, or
are there principles that need to be derived?
While we will only cover chapters 1-8 this term, by studying the
chapters sequentially it is hoped we will begin to answer some of
these questions, probing why Luke incudes the material he does
and why he structures it the way he does. Many of the
foundations for the later chapters are laid in this opening section.
It is an incredibly encouraging account of how the risen Lord Jesus
continues to be active in bringing about His plan to save people
from all nations.
Our prayer is that as a church we will have our understanding of
God’s plan clarified and we will enthusiastically get on with our
part in that plan - that we will be increasingly bold witnesses and
passionate prayers as the Holy Spirit works in and through us.
Looking forward to studying God’s word together with you.
Ken
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BACKGROUND TO THE SERIES

Acts, or to use its traditional name ‘The Acts of the Apostles’, is the
second volume of a two-part work that follows on from Luke’s
gospel. Not simply a history of what happened next, Acts has a
clear purpose.
Acts 1:8 is in many ways a summary of everything that will take
place in the book, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
While various apostles do play big roles in the book, it has been
helpfully suggested that it’s better to see the book as the
continuing acts of Jesus, hence the title of our series.

AUTHORSHIP

It has been understood since the time of early Christianity that
Acts was written by Luke. Luke 1:1-4 tells us that he was a secondgeneration Christian. He was not part of Jesus’ ministry in Israel,
but he had extensive contact with “eyewitnesses and servants of
the word”. Luke was a companion of the Apostle Paul, seen in
parts of the book where the account is told using “we” language
(first-person plural).

DATE

The events described in Acts take place immediately after the
events in the gospels. There is a slight overlap, as both the gospels
and Acts describe Jesus’ resurrection appearances and
ascension. The book itself was written within the first century,
even as early as 62-64 AD, as Luke does not mention the
persecution by Nero or the death of Paul.

AUDIENCE

Acts 1:1-2 mentions a man named Theophilus as the person he
is writing for. Theophilus may have been a Roman official as Luke
calls him “most excellent Theophilus” in Luke 1:3. Others suggest
it’s a code name meaning ‘God’s friend’.
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SERMON ONE | ACTS 1:1-26
17 T H JULY
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STUDY ONE | ACTS 1:1-26
1. The book of Acts begins with Luke summarising the content of his

gospel (v1). What is implied by referring to it as, “about all that
Jesus began to do and teach?”

2. During the 40 days between his resurrection and ascension Jesus

spoke about the kingdom of God (v3, 6). Why would the disciples
have anticipated Jesus restoring the kingdom to Israel? (Ez 34; Is
2:1-4, 49:8-26; Jer 31:31-34, 33:6-9) What does Jesus’ answer
focus them on?

3. The Holy Spirit has already been spoken of in the gospel (e.g. Luke

4:1, 11:13, 12:12). What new role will He play when Jesus has
ascended? (v8, c.f. v2)

4. v8 can be read as a summary of the whole book of Acts. What do

you think it means to be a “witness” of Jesus? Is there a difference
between witnessing (as its commonly used by Christians today)
and being Jesus’ witnesses (as used here and throughout Acts)?
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5. After the disciples see Jesus being taken up to heaven, they return

to the house they were staying and prayed (v14). What does this
reveal about how reliance upon God is rightly expressed?

6. Peter speaks to the gathered believers (v15-22) about Judas’

betrayal of Jesus as the fulfillment of Psalm 69. Read Luke 24:4449. How does Peter model the right way for us to read Scripture?

7. Looking back over the passage, what is Jesus’ involvement in the

Apostle’s work and how is it similar to His involvement in ours?
Are there areas in which we need to modify our actions to be
more in line with the early church?
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SERMON TWO | ACTS 2:1-21
24 t h JULY
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STUDY TWO | ACTS 2:1-21
1. How is the Holy Spirit’s arrival described? (v2-4) How is His arrival

the fulfillment of John’s prophecy in Luke 3:15-16?

2. What similarities are there to when the tabernacle and temple

were dedicated to God? (Ex 40:34; 1 Ki 8:10-11)

3. Pentecost (v1) is the annual harvest festival (Lev 23:15ff, Dt 16:9-

12), meaning that Jews from all over the world were present in
Jerusalem (v5-11). Though they are from many places and speak
a variety of languages, how is this best seen as being Jesus’
witnesses in Jerusalem?

4. Jesus’ earthly ministry often evoked both wonder and opposition

(e.g. Lk 11:14-15). How is the reaction in v7-8 and v12-13 a
continuation of this, that continues to this day?
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5. Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32 to explain the ability of the apostles to

speak different languages. What did the ‘last days’ mean for those
listening to Peter? (Is 2:2; Hos 3:5; Mic 4:1) How does that clarify
how we should understand the term, and the Holy Spirit’s
ongoing role today?

6. v21 is often quoted to show the Bible’s promise of salvation in

Jesus. How would the original audience have understood it from
its context in Joel 2:32? As the personal name of God in the OT,
why would this have been a shocking claim to the original
audience?

7. In the OT, the temple was the dwelling place of God amongst his

people. How is this event the basis of the frequent reference to
the church as the dwelling place of God (1 Cor 3:16, 6:9; 2 Cor
6:16; Eph 2:21)?
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SERMON THREE | ACTS 2:22-47
31 S T JULY

12
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STUDY THREE | ACTS 2:22-47
1. In the first part of his speech Peter explains the ability to speak in

different languages as evidence of the Spirit’s outpouring. In ‘part
2’ Peter holds the crowd accountable for Jesus’ death. How can
they be held guilty when it was God’s plan? (v23, 36).

2. Is this a model of how we should approach non-Christians? How

essential is it for people to be convicted of their sin before
accepting Jesus as saviour?

3. Peter’s use of what would have been a very familiar OT Psalm

(v34-35) combines familiar words with a new conclusion (v36).
How does this again exemplify how we should be reading and
applying the Bible?

4. What does it mean to “repent” (v38) and why do you think Peter

emphasises baptism as one of the first things to do?
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5. How is the Holy Spirit’s empowering evidenced in our speaking

about Jesus?

6. The events of this Pentecost in some ways reverse what took

place at the tower of Babel (Gen 11). How is the ongoing mission
of the church a correction of Gen 11:4?

7. The picture of the early church (v42-47) is of a tight-knit

community. What united them? How does our society’s emphasis
on individualism work against this essential aspect? Share some
practical steps you can commit to which may express this unity
more obviously.
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SERMON:FOUR | ACTS 3:1-26
7 T H AUGUST

16
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STUDY FOUR | ACTS 3:1-26
1. 3:1 along with 2:1 & 46 confirms that the first Christians

continued much of their Jewish religious practice. Why is it
essential for us to understand Christianity as the fulfillment of
prophecy and in line with the OT rather than a new religion?

2. Giving alms on the way to the temple was considered a righteous

act (Dt 15:7-11). Yet it is easy to imagine that it was often done as
a ‘transaction’ without any relationship. How does Peter and
John’s interaction with the man model how we should treat
others?

3. Given Peter had never been the instrument of such a spectacular

healing, what had changed to make him so confident in what
Jesus would do?

4. While the man and the crowd’s initial reactions appear positive

(v8, 10, 11), Peter is blunt about their guilt in their betrayal,
disowning, and killing of Jesus (v13-15). Why does he focus on the
negative?
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5. In ch2, Peter preached following the Spirit’s coming. In ch3 he

preaches following this healing. Does this mean spectacular signs
will always precede preaching? How can the concept of
description versus prescription help here?

6. In v22, Peter portrays Jesus as the fulfillment of the long-awaited

prophet. How is the people’s response to Peter’s preaching a
response to Jesus’ words?

7. “Wickedness” in v26 is primarily the rejection of Jesus rather than

particular sinful acts. How is this an essential part of our message
when we share about Jesus with others?
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SERMON FIVE | ACTS 4:1-31
14 T H AUGUST

20
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STUDY FIVE | ACTS 4:1-31
1. At Jesus’ trial, Peter feared for his life and was unwilling to be

linked to Jesus. What has changed that is he now willing to
confront even the high priest? (v8)

2. The Jewish leaders reluctantly acknowledge a “notable sign” (v16)

and yet warn the apostles not to speak in this name any longer.
Why do they remain so opposed despite clear evidence? Have
you experienced a similar attitude?

3. Notice the repetition of 1:14 and 2:42, that prayer is the

immediate response and pathway through opposition (v24). What
do the apostles model that we can incorporate into our praying?

4. Seeing as they already received the Holy Spirit (2:1-4), what might

it mean here to be, “filled with the Holy Spirit” (4:8 and 4:31)? How
does that relate to our application of Eph 6:18-20?
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5. The Jewish authorities tried to silence the believers from talking

about Jesus. What are some of the ways people try to silence
Christians today? How can we live in such a way that even if they
dislike our message the world has no ammunition to throw
against us?

6. How has this passage and the disciple’s answered prayer

encouraged you to talk about Jesus, even when there is pressure
to be silent? In what kind of situations would it be right to choose
to not talk about Jesus?

7. In what areas of your life do you need prayer for boldness? Share

with the group and pray for one another.
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SERMON SIX | ACTS 4:32-5:16
21 S T AUGUST

24
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STUDY SIX | ACTS 4:32-5:16
1. What does v32 show us about the believers’ attitude to their

belongings and each other?

2. How would you describe the initial picture of church life described

in these verses?

3. How do Ananias and Sapphira’s actions in 5:1-2 compare with

what Joseph / Barnabas did in 4:36-37? What was wrong with what
they did? (See v3-4 and 7-9)

4. Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira might have done this (v2-

3, 9)? Why does God take the integrity of his church so seriously?
(v5, 10-11)
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5. In what ways might we seek human praise when serving God, like

Ananias and Sapphira and how can we instead act like Joseph /
Barnabas?

6. Despite the fear-inducing events of v1-11, we read in v14 that the

church continued to grow. How has this passage demonstrated
that the church is a compelling community? What do we need to
work on to make our church similarly compelling?

7. In v12-16 there is a tension between the signs, wonders and

reputation of Christians drawing people in with an unwillingness
to “join them”. What ongoing reality underlies some people’s
hesitation to become part of those following Jesus? How should
we respond?
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SERMON SEVEN | ACTS 5:17–6:7
28 T H AUGUST

28
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STUDY SEVEN | ACTS 5:17-6:7
READ ACTS 5:17-42
1. Thinking back over Acts so far, how has Jewish opposition to the

message of Jesus intensified since chapter 4 (See 4:7 & 4:21)?
Why do you think that is?

2. Why does Gamaliel make his suggestion to the Sanhedrin (v38-

39)? What is he expecting will happen to the Apostles and their
message? (See v36-37).

3. How did the Apostles react to their punishment in v41-42? What

enable them (and by implication us) to react this way (See v2932)?

READ ACTS 6:1-7
4. In v1-2, what were the circumstances that created the need for

this new office of Deacon to be created?
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5. v2 makes a distinction between practical help, and the ministry of

the Word and prayer. (see 1 Tim 3, Tit 1 for similar separation).
Why is it helpful to set aside people in these distinct roles? Why
should Christians always be willing to do both: serve and minister
the Word?

6. In v3, some qualifications are listed for deacons. How is this

description expanded on later in the New Testament (see 1 Tim
3:8-13)? In what way ought these qualifications to be the
aspiration of all Christians?

7. Who did the Twelve gather together to discuss this problem with,

and who had the role of choosing people to solve the problem (24)? How did the group respond in v5?

8. It is important to note the Apostles did not cancel the service to

widows for the Word ministry. It is not about doing one OR the
other but ensuring that both are happening together. Why is it
important that both happen side-by-side? Can you think of some
bible passages that defend your reasons?

Spend time praying for the deacons of our church: Peter
Barritt, Michael Lepke, Steve Edgecombe, Trevor Clayton, Tim
Jones, Wayne Gregory, Sajahi Leung.
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SERMON EIGHT | ACTS 6:8-7:60
4 T H SEPTEMBER
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STUDY EIGHT | ACTS 6:8–7:60
1. There are 2 parts to the accusation against Stephen. What are

they, and are they true or false?

2. How would you summarise the main message of Stephen’s

speech (v1-50) in one or two sentences?

3. v51 marks a turning point in Stephen’s speech as he shifts to

accuse his accusers! What does Stephen accuse the Sanhedrin of
doing (v51-53)?

4. God gives Stephen a vision in v55-56. What does it mean that

Jesus is “standing at the right hand of God” and why do you think
God showed Stephen that? (If time permits, see Dan 7:13-14, Ps
110:1, 5).
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5. Stephen becomes the first person to be killed for being a witness

of Jesus. What does Stephen pray for in his final moments (59-60;
c.f Lk 24:34)?

6. Stephen is a model of a courageous witnessing for Jesus. What do

you find most inspiring about Stephen’s witness?

7. Given all of the examples in Acts of boldness in the face of

persecution so far, how would you encourage a friend who is
facing persecution for witnessing about Jesus?
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SERMON NINE |:ACTS 8:1-25
11 T H SEPTEMBER

36
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STUDY NINE | ACTS 8:1-25
1. What were the consequences of Stephen’s death (v1-5)? Though

a tragic injustice, how was it in line with God’s plans? (Remember
Ac 1:8)

2. Philip was introduced in ch6, appointed along with Stephen to

serve the Greek widows. What kind of ministry is he involved in
now (v5-6, 12-13) and how do the Samaritans respond to him (v68, 12-13)?

3. While magic may be considered only entertainment in our time, it

was clearly considered in this time to be a significant power. What
contrast is made with the Holy Spirit as the genuine power of
God?

4. Why might the giving of the Spirit take place a period of time after

the conversion of these Samaritans at the hands of the Apostles?
Is this the normal pattern for Christians today? (see Ac 11:15-18;
1 Cor 12:30) How can we interact in a healthy way with someone
who holds a different opinion on the answer to that question?

38

5. Simon is clearly rebuked but that is not the end of the matter.

Break into 2 groups and discuss whether this indicates he was a
counterfeit Christian or simply immature and allowing his old life
and thinking to control him.
Counterfeit Christian

Immature/ Misguided

6. What aspects from your old life have you not fully turned away

from? What is preventing you? What can facilitate it?

7. While initially moved to share the news of Jesus with Samaritans

by persecution, by v25 the apostles are doing it willingly, a
surprise given that Jews did not associate with Samaritans (Jn 4:9).
What indications are there that we might we need a ‘shove’ from
God to be actively pursuing His plan? Who or what kind of people
do you find yourself holding the gospel back from?
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SERMON TEN |:ACTS 8:26-40
18 T H SEPTEMBER

40
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STUDY TEN | ACTS 8:26-40
1. Angels are often sent at key moments in God’s plan. What is so

significant about the meeting that takes place due to the message
given?

2. Whilst the Ethiopian eunuch is clearly a foreigner, what possibly

puts him in the category of those on the periphery of Judaism –
i.e. within Judea and Samaria? (v27-28)

3. It would be fascinating to have more details of how Philip went

from explaining Isaiah 53:7-8, to someone understanding the
need to be baptised (v36)! What does this show about Jesus being
central to the whole Bible? How can we better apply this in our
own reading of the Bible and as we share it with others?
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4. Philip was ready to preach the gospel wherever he went, and

people were being saved! While we might not have an angel send
us on our way or have the Holy Spirit tell us to run up behind
someone’s chariot, what will mark a ready and obedient witness?

5. Read v40. Look at the map (on the inside cover) and trace where

Philip started and finished. What is Luke emphasising is taking
place? How is that an encouragement that Jesus will continue to
fulfil his plan both in the following chapters and in our time?

6. Having covered the first part of Acts, what things have

encouraged you? What have you been challenged by? What
change(s) in the way we at WBC live can you be praying about
and pursuing?
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